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Session 1

Agent in the Shadows
Jesus: “I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to 

help you and be with you forever — ​the Spirit of truth. The world cannot 

accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know 

him, for he lives with you and will be in you.” 
(John 14:16 – 17)
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Quick Question
If you were teaching a class of seven-year-olds and had to explain 
the Holy Spirit and what he does, how would you go about it? What 
words would you use for these children? What examples?

Video Teaching Segment

Notes
As you watch the session one video, use the following outline to jot down 
any ideas that stand out to you.

Church life badly needs the Holy Spirit.

Jesus was leaving?

The Holy Spirit gets inside us.
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The early apostles and the Holy Spirit

Current misgivings about the Holy Spirit

What the Spirit does today

The Roma Black story

“The Christian religion is hopeless without the Holy Ghost.”

Samuel Chadwick (1860 – 1932), Methodist leader  
and college president in England
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Group Discussion and Bible Study
1.	 Think of someone in your life who fills the role of agent — ​your 

car or home insurance agent, for example. What does this person 
do? How is that similar to what the Holy Spirit does in relation 
to the Godhead?

2.	 Read John 16:5 – 16 aloud:

But now I am going to him who sent me. None of you asks me, 
“Where are you going?” Rather, you are filled with grief because 
I have said these things. But very truly I tell you, it is for your 
good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Advocate will 
not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. When he 
comes, he will prove the world to be in the wrong about sin and 
righteousness and judgment: about sin, because people do not 
believe in me; about righteousness, because I am going to the 
Father, where you can see me no longer; and about judgment, 
because the prince of this world now stands condemned.

I have much more to say to you, more than you can now 
bear. But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you 
into all the truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak 
only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. He 
will glorify me because it is from me that he will receive what he 
will make known to you. All that belongs to the Father is mine. 
That is why I said the Spirit will receive from me what he will 
make known to you.

In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a 
little while you will see me.
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	 Here Jesus surprised his disciples by saying he would be leaving 
soon — ​and that would be a good thing for them. In what sense? 
If you had been present that evening in the Upper Room, would 
you have been convinced by Jesus’ train of thought here? Why do 
you think Jesus said this?

3.	 Record what the following Scriptures say about things the Holy 
Spirit has done in our past.

a.	 John 3:5 – 8

b.	 Titus 3:5 – 7

c.	 Romans 8:5 – 6

“Some people say, ‘I don’t want to know about the Holy Spirit; I just 

go by the Word.’ But the Holy Spirit wrote the Word and speaks a 

lot about himself there.”

From the video
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4.	 Now record what the following Scriptures say about things the 
Holy Spirit wants to do in our present.

a.	 John 14:26

b.	 Romans 8:13 – 16

c.	 2 Timothy 1:6 – 7

5.	 Think back to the Roma Black story. How did the Holy Spirit 
show up as Roma sat in the gangster’s Mercedes?

6.	 How did the Holy Spirit show up when Roma went to his 
mother’s church?
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7.	 Pastor Cymbala says the church is meant to be “a Holy Ghost 
hospital.” What does this colorful image evoke in your mind? 
What would that look like?

	 Are there times in your life when you feel the need to be a 
“patient” in such a hospital? Explain.

“No outward teaching can replace the inward power of the Holy Spirit.”

From the video
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Closing Prayer
After you’ve watched the video segment of the Brooklyn Tabernacle 
Choir singing “I Need You Once Again,” pray in any of the follow-
ing directions:

•	Thank Jesus for sending his Spirit to live within us — ​we are 
not alone!

•	Thank the Spirit for the things he has done for us in the past 
and is doing for us now. Be specific.

•	Ask the Spirit to frequently remind us that he is at work in 
the world and ask him what we might do to be his agents of 
love, grace, and healing.

•	Pray that every group member would yield themselves to the 
Holy Spirit’s work inside them in the coming week.

“Whatever God is doing in our world today, he is doing through  

the Holy Spirit. He has no other agent on this planet.”

Fresh Power, p. 192
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PERSONAL JOURNEY
For Your Individual Use between Sessions

Pastor Cymbala talked about the effect of the Holy Spirit on a fish-
erman named Peter. Over this coming week, read (or skim) the 
following eighteen episodes from Peter’s life. Jot down a one-line 
description of what each is about (see first example), and then give 
Peter a numerical rating (0 – 10) on how he’s doing spiritually. In 
other words, to what extent is he fulfilling what God has in mind 
for him?

Scripture What’s Happening? Rating  
(0 = pathetic,  
10 = outstanding)

A Matthew 14:22 – 33 Walking on the lake

B John 6:60 – 69

C Matthew 16:21 – 23

D Matthew 17:1 – 8

E Matthew 26:31 – 35

F Matthew 26:36 – 41

G John 18:2 – 11

H Matthew 26:69 – 75
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Scripture What’s Happening? Rating  
(0 = pathetic,  
10 = outstanding)

I Luke 24:9 – 12

J John 21:1 – 22

JESUS LEAVES; THE HOLY SPIRIT COMES

K Acts 2:14 – 41

L Acts 3

M Acts 4:1 – 20

N Acts 8:14 – 25

O Acts 9:32 – 42

P Acts 10

Q Acts 15:6 – 11

R Letters of 1 Peter, 
2 Peter

Now transfer your ratings to the chart on the next page, in order to 
see the overall pattern. Put a dot on the grid to represent each rating 
for each episode in Peter’s life. Connect the dots from left to right 
with a solid line.
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What does this tell you about the Holy Spirit’s effect on one ordinary 
person?

A   B   C   D   E   F   G   H   I   J   K   L   M   N   O   P   Q   R

10

9

8

7

6

5

4

3

2

1

0
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