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READ IT:

The book of Matthew tells the stories about Jesus’ life
from His birth in 4 B.C. to His death in A.D. 30. It shares
the good news that the long-awaited Messiah had come
to save people—both Jews and Gentiles. The author
includes many of Jesus’ teachings and sermons.

GETIT: ‘ |
Who wrote it: Matthew, a disciple of Jesus

When it was written: A.D. 50—65

Why it was written: to tell the Jews about Jesus’ life and teachings,
and to prove to them that Jesus was the Messiah they had been

-waiting for. ’

 mmeemcmmememcccme e e oo - - S e R

LIVEIT: - ,
We can look at Jesus’ words and actions to know how we should
live today.

FINDIT:

Wise Men from the East Matthew 2. %
The Beatitudes Matthew 5
The Lord’s Prayer - Matthew 6

~ Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand Matthew 14

" The Parable of the Lost Sheep Matthew 18 :
Jesus Institutes the Lord’s Supper Matthew 26 . .
Jesus’ Trial and Death S Matthew 27 o o

‘Jesus’ Resurrection Matthew 28 o - N E Lo
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THE GENEALOGY OF JESUS CHRIST

The ‘book of the genealogy of Jesus
Christ, the Son of David, the Son of
Abraham:

* 2Abraham begot Isaac, Isaac begot Jacob,
and Jacob begot Judah and his brothers. 3judah

Dbegot Perez and Zerah by Tamar, Perez begot

' Hezron, and Hezron begot Ram. “Ram begot

Amminadab, Amminadab begot Nahshon,
and Nahshon begot Salmon. *Salmon begot
Boaz by Rahab, Boaz begot Obed by Ruth,

- Obed begot Jesse, ®and ]esse begot David the

-
<T

=

king.

David the king begot Solomon by her who
had been the wife* of Uriah. ?Solomon begot
Rehoboam, Rehoboam begot Abijah, and

'Abijah begot Asa* ®Asa begot Jehoshaphat,

Jehoshaphat begot Joram, and Joram begot
Uzziah. ®Uzziah begot Jotham, Jotham begot
Ahaz, and Ahaz begot Hezekiah. °Hezekiah
begot Manasseh, Manasseh begot Amon,* and
Amon begot Josiah. *Josiah begot Jeconiah
and his brothers about the time they were car-
ried away to Babylon.

12And after they were brought to Babylon,
Jeconiah begot Shealtiel, and Shealtiel begot
Zerubbabel. 13Zerubbabel begot Abiud, Abiud
begot Eliakim, and Eliakim begot Azor. **Azor
begot Zadok, Zadok begot Achim, and Achim
begot Eliud. **Eliud begot Eleazar, Eleazar be-
got Matthan, and Matthan begot Jacob. *And
Jacob begot Joseph the husband of Mary, of
whom was born Jesus who is called Christ.

1780 all the generations from Abraham to
David are fourteen generations, from David
until the captivity in Babylon are fourteen
generations, and from the captivity in Babylon
until the Christ are fourteen generations.

CHRIST BORN OF MARY

18Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as fol-
lows: After His mother Mary was betrothed
to Joseph, before they came together, she was
found with child of the Holy Spirit. **Then Jo-
seph her husband, being a just man, and not

She will bring forth a:Son

call His name Jesus, for He wilt:save His
people from theirsins. , /" :

I

.
“ -
'l

Immanuel!You . .
may sing itin songs at Christraastime or "
hear the word at church, but what does it
really mean? Immanuel means “God with
us”! Immanuel was the name that Isaiah
prophésied regatding Jesus in the Old
Testament (Is. 7:14); it was & sign of what
was coming. Jesus was horn of ahiman
mother, but-He was still God, He those to: -

- come toearth to join us, to be with us, to’
; help us understand what it meant to ‘have,
relatmnshlp with Him. He modeled how .
- tailive out faith. His Holy Spirit contlnues 2
- “toguide and direct us today.
- “For more on Relat/ansh/ps see 2 Corin-

wanting to make her a public example, was
minded to put her away secretly. 2°But while
he thought about these things, behold, an an-
gel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream,
saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid
to take to you Mary your wife, for that which
is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. *And
she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call
His name Jesus, for He will save His people
from their sins.”

2250 all this was done that it might be ful-
filled which was spoken by the Lord through
the prophet, saying: 2% “Behold, the virgin shall
be with child, and bear a Son, and tbey shall
call His name Immanuel,”* which is trans-
lated, “God with us.” '

24Then Joseph, being aroused from sleep,
did as the angel of the Lord commanded him
and took to him his wife, 2°and did not know

her till she had brought forth her firstborn

Son.* And he called His name JESUS.

WISE MEN FROM THE EAST

Now after Jesus was born in Bethle-
hem of Judea in the days of Herod the
king, behold, wise men from the East
came to Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where is He who

1:6 Words in italic type have been added for clarity.
They are not found in the original Gréek.,  1:7 NU-
Text reads Asaph. 1:10 NU-Text reads Amos. -
1:23 Isaiah 7:14. Words in oblique type in the New
Testament are quoted from the Old Testament.
1:25 NU-Text reads a'Son,' .

s R K .
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MARY AND JOSEPH
READ IT: MATTHEW 1:18-25

GET IT: Mary and Joseph didn’t have a typical marriage situation.
They were promised to each other, but before they could say,

“l do,” Mary discovered she was pregnant. Joseph had respected
the purity of their relationship. There was no way she could be .
expecting a baby, at least not his baby!

Before too much doubt could creep into his heart and mind, the Lord
sent an angel to help Joseph out. The angel’s words gave him cour-
age to marry Mary anyway and to not give up on their relationship.
Even though people would judge him and judge her, there was a
promise that she was carrying the Son of God.

Joseph married his young love because he knew it was the right
thing to-do. They believed that they would have a beautiful life to-
gether if they trusted in God’s plan for their lives.

It might seem like a crazy thing for Mary and Joseph to trust
an angel with their marriage, but they did. You might think you're a
long way from needing to trust God about whom you’ll marry. But
trusting God, starting now, will shape all your relationships between
now and the day you do get married.

For more on Marriage and Divorce, see Proverbs 18, page 000.

m




MATTHEW 2 d

But you, Bethlehem, in the:land ofJudah
are not the least among the ralets of

Judah; for out of you shall comé‘a Ruler-:-
| whowill shepherd My people Israel,

has been born King of the Jews? For we have
seen His star in the East and have come to wor-
ship Him.”

3When Herod the king heard this, he was
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. *And
when he had gathered all the chief priests and
scribes of the people together, he inquired of
them where the Chrlst was to be born.

MATTHEW 212 . .-

5So they sa1d to him, “In Bethlehem of Ju-
dea, for thus it is written by the prophet:

& Butyou, Béthlehem, in the land of

Judah,
Are not the least among the ru]ers of
Judah;
For out of you shall come a Ruler
Who will shepherd My people Israel”*

“Then Herod, when he had secretly called

| the wise men, determined from them what

time the star appeared. #And he sent them to
Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully
for the young Child, and when you have found
Him, bring back word to me, that I may come
and worship Him also.”

- *When they heard the king, they departed
and behold, the star which theyhad seen in the
East went before them, till it came and stood
over where the young Child was. *°When they
saw the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly
great joy. *And when they had come into the
house, they saw the young Child with Mary
His mother, and fell down and worshiped
Him. And when they had opened their trea-

2:6 Micah 5:2

Around the time Jesus was born, a magpificent star showed up in the sky.
Astrologers (wise men) far away from Bethlehen studied this special star and con-. -
cluded that it announced:the birth of a king. Wanting to meet the latest king to arrive on
earth, the wise men traveled from their homeland (maybe India) toward Judea. It to
them a.long time to follow the star and track down where Jesus lived with Mary.ar
Joseph. The wise men: showed up months after Jesus was born. He was no longe

buta ch|ld

It's wonderful that we can think of Jesus-as our closest companion"and;fri"end." .
But the wise men remind us that Jesus is also a kingwho is worthy of our respect, our’

honor, and our worship. He.is the King of kings and
There never was as grand or glorious a king as Jesu

f lords. He is the Son of God:
he world, and there never will > <~

' be. Take time to worshlp and honor Jesus this week. How will knowmg that Jesus is the
- . King of the universe affect how you come mto H|s presence and talk to Him?

;111 Your next Spotli

: Matthew 3, page 000. -

" ) o
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sures, they presented gifts to Him: gold frank-
incense, and myrrh

12Then, being divinely warned in a dream
that they should not return to Herod, they de-
parted for their own country another way.

THE FLIGHT INTO EGYPT

13Now when they had departed, behold,
an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a
dream, saying, “Arise, take the young Child
and His mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there
~ until I bring you word; for Herod will seek the
young Child to destroy Him.”

14When he arose, he took the young Child
and His mother by night and departed for
Egypt, and was there until the death of
Herod, that it might be fulfilled which was
spoken by the Lord through the prophet, say-
ing, “Out of Egypt I called My Son.”*

MASSACRE OF THE INNOCENTS

16Then Herod, when he saw that he was
deceived by the wise men, was exceedingly
- angry; and he sent forth and put to death all
the male children who were in Bethlehem and
in all its districts, from two years old and un-
der, according to the time which he had deter-
mined from the wise men. ' Then was fulfilled
what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet,
saying:

18 ‘A yoice was heard in Ramah,

Lamentation, weeping, and great
mourning,

Rachel weepingfor her children,

Retusing to be comforted,

Because they are no more.”*

THE HOME IN NAZARETH

19Now when Herod was dead, behold, an
angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Jo-
seph in Egypt, 2%saying, “Arise, take the young
Child and His-mother, and go to the land of
Israel, for those who sought the young Child’s
life are dead.” 2! Then he arose, took the young
Child and His mother, and came into the land
of Israel.

22But when he heard that Archelaus was
reigning over Judea instead of his father Herod,
he was afraid to go there. And being warned by
God in a dream, he turned aside into the re-
gion of Galilee. 22And he came and dwelt in a
city called Nazareth, that it might be fulfilled
which was spoken by the prophets, “He shall
be called a Nazarene.”

JOHN THE BAPTIST PREPARES
THE WAY

In those days Johnthe Baptlst came

preaching in the wilderness of Judea,

2and saying, “Repent, for the king-
dom of heaven is at hand!” *For this is he who
was spoken of by the prophet Isalah saying:

Promotional Copy | N@T FOR RESALE OR DISTRIBUTION y.

“The VOIC@ ofone crying in the
wilderness:

Prepare the way of the LORD,

Make His paths straight”*

“Now John himself was clothed in camel’s
hair, with a leather belt around his waist; and
his food was locusts and wild honey. SThen Je-
rusalem, all Judea, and all the region around
the Jordan went out to him ®and were baptized
by him in the Jordan, confessing their sins.

7But when he saw many of the Pharisees
and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said
to them, “Brood of vipers! Who warned you to
flee from the wrath to come? 8Therefore bear
fruits worthy of repentance, and do not think
to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our
father.” For I say to you that God is able to raise
up children to Abraham from these stones.
1°And even now the ax is laid to the root of
the trees. Therefore every tree which does not
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into
the fire. I indeed baptize you with water
unto repentance, but He who is coming after
me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not
worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit and fire* *2His winnowing fan is
in His hand, and He will thoroughly clean out
His threshing floor, and gather His wheat into
the barn; but He will burn up the chaff with
unquenchable fire.”

JOHN BAPTIZES JESUS

13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at
the Jordan to be baptized by him. **And John
tried to prevent Him, saying, “I need to be bap-
tized by You, and are You coming to me?”

15But Jesus answered and said to him, “Per-
mit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to
fulfill all righteousness.” Then he allowed Him.

16When He had been baptized, Jesus came
up immediately from the water; and behold,
the heavens were opened to Him, and He* saw
the Spirit of God descending like a dove and.
alighting upon Him. ”And suddenly a voice
came from heaven, saying, “This is My beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased.”

SATAN TEMPTS JESUS
into the wilderness to be tempted by

0 the devil. 2And when He had fasted
forty days and forty nights, afterward He was

“Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit -

973

MATTHEW 4

hungry. *Now when the tempter came to Him,

" he said, “If You arethe Son of God, command

that these stones become bread.”

“But He answered and said, “It is Written'f :

2:15 Hosea 11:1 2:18 Jerémiaf}ﬁ.’f_:ﬁ'.‘
40:3° '3:11 M-Text omits and fire. "3:16‘0rhe oo
loloDeuterlJnomyBS . K

‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every ‘
word that proceeds from the mouth of God.,”*
SThen the devil took Him uprinto the-holy - -

3:31saiah




" ‘He shall give His angels charge over you,”
and, = *

In their hands they shall bear you up,
Lest you dash your foot against a
stone.””*

7Jesus said to him, “It is written again, You
shall not tempt the LORD your God.””*

8Again, the devil took Him up on an ex-
ceedingly high mountain, and showed Him
all the kingdoms of the world and their glory.
°And he said to Him, “All these things I will
give You if You will fall down and worship

God, and Him only you shall sérve.

Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you,*
Satan! For it is written, You shall worship
the Lorp your God, and Him only you shall
serve.””*

"Then the devil left Him, and behold, an-
city, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, gels came and ministered to Him.
¢and said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, 7:¢Psaim 911112~ 477 Deuteronomy 6:16
throw Yourself down. For it is wrltten 4:10 M-Text reads Get behind Me. « Deuteronomy 6:13

]

MATTHEW &

_MATTHEW 3:1- 17

Jesus was thirty years old when He started publrcly teachlng speaking, and
healing. Up until that time He lived a pretty ordinaty life in Nazareth, probably. asa.
carpenter. Now it was time fot Him to show who He really was and why He really was on
earth. John the Baptist had been telling people about Jesus. Now Jesus went to Joh
the Baptist to be baptized like the other: people were domg When Jesus was haptlz
dove came down from heaven and the voice of God said, “This is my Son” (v. 17). Waw,
what an introductiont All the people who wére gathered at the Jordan River gard and..
saw this amazing sight. Jesus was ready: now to preach the good news, to perform : j’
miracles, and to save people from their sins.: r .

Th_|rty years sounds like a really long time to Wait around to.do something
important in life. Most of us want to be somehody or do'something right now, before S veE
. we get old—Like thirty. But sometimes we have to be patient and wait for God's timing,
- justlike Jesus did. When the time was right, Jesus stepped out on'the stage of life
-and made His-entrance. It was allin God's timing and in:Ged’s plan.Whenever you feel
impatient. about getting on W|th your life and domg spmethlng big, remember that God S
trmmg and plan are perfect O :

5

Yournext Spotllght Luke 10, page 000.

NS : K ‘ K ’ L '
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you can ever make in your entire life is
the choice to follow Jesus: When Jesus
walked up to Peter, Andrew; James, and
John, &nd asked'them tofollow Him, they

instantty agreed. They left their jobs and

homes and set out on an amazing adven-

ture that would change the whol world. ::

Have you chosen to follow Jesus? Will you .
* choose to follow Jesus today? :

For more.on W/sdam see Acts

page [][][] d

JESUS BEGINS HIS GALILEAN
MINISTRY '
12Now when Jesus heard that John had
been put in prison, He departed to Galilee.
13And leaving Nazareth, He came and dwelt in
Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the regions
of Zebulun and Naphtali, *#that it might be ful-
filled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet,
saying:
15 “Theland of Zebulun and the land of
Naphtali,
By the way of the sea, beyond the
Jordan,
Galilee of the Gentiles:
16 The people who satin darkness have
seen a great light,
And upon those who sat in the region
and shadow of death
* Light has dawned.”*

17From that time Jesus began to preach and
to say, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is
athand.”

FOUR FISHERMEN CALLED

AS DISCIPLES
18And Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee,

saw two brothers, Simon called Peter, and An-

drew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for
they were fishermen. *Then He said to them,
“Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of
men.” ?°They immediately left their nets and
followed Him.

21Going on from there; He saw two other
brothers, James the son of Zebedee, and John:
his brother, in the boat w1th Zebedee thelr

father, mending their nets. He called them,
223nd immediately they left the boat and their
father, and followed Him.

JESUS HEALS A GREAT MULTITUDE

23And Jesus went about all Galilee, teach-
ing in their synagogues, preaching the gospel
of the kingdom, and healing all kinds of sick-
ness and all kinds of disease among the people.
24Then His fame went throughout all Syria;

- and they brought to Him all sick people who

were afflicted with various diseases and tor-
ments, and those who were demon-possessed,
epileptics, and paralytics; and He healed them.
25Great multitudes followed Him—from Gali-
lee, and from Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and
beyond the Jordan.

THE BEATITUDES

And seeing the multitudes, He went
U 5 up on a mountain, and when He was

seated His disciples came to Him.
2Then He opened His mouth and taught them,
saying:

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit,

For theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.
4 Blessed are those who mourn,
For they shall be comforted.
Blessed are the meek,
For they shall inherit the earth.
& Blessed are those who hunger and thirst
for righteousness,
For they shall be filled.
7 Blessed are the merciful,
For they shall obtain mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart,
For they shall see God.
9 Blessed are the peacemakers,
For they shall be called sons of God.
Blessed are those who are persecuted for
righteousness’ sake,
For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

10

11“Blessed are you when they revile and perse-
cute you, and say all kinds of evil against you
falsely for My sake. 12Rejoice and be exceed-
ingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven,

for so they persecuted the prophets who were

before you.

BELIEVERS ARE SALT AND LIGHT

13“You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt

975

16

MATTHEW 5

loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is-

then good for nothing but to be thrown out and
trampled underfoot by men.

L
14You are the light of the world. A city that -
‘is set on a hill cannot be hidden. **Nor.do they -
light alamp and put it under a basket but ona
lampstand, and it gives light to all who arein
the house. **Let yourlight so shme before men,‘

4:16 Isalah 9:1, 2
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. ‘heaven and earth pass.away, one jot or one

that they may' se€ your good works and glOI‘lfY 4
: your Father in heaven.

. CHRIST FULFILLS THE LAW

" 17“Do not think that I came to destroy the

" 'Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy

but to fulfill. *8For assuredly, I say to you, till

tittle will by no means pass from the law till all
is fulfilled. **Whoever therefore breaks one of
the least of these commandments, and teaches

~ men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of

h:17

o
<X

heaven; but whoever does and teaches them, he
shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.
20For I say to you, that unless your righteous-
ness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes
and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the
‘kingdom of heaven.

MURDER BEGINS IN THE HEART

2“You have heard that it was said to those
of old, You shall not murder;* and whoever
murders will be in danger of the judgment.
22But I say to you that whoever is angry with
his brother without a cause* shall be in dan-
ger of the judgment. And whoever says to
his brother, ‘Raca!’ shall be in danger of the
council. But whoever says, ‘You fool!” shall be
in danger of hell fire. 2Therefore if you bring
your gift to the altar, and there remember
that your brother has something against you,
24eave your gift there before the altar, and go
your way. First be reconciled to your brother,
and then come and offer your gift. 2°Agree
with your adversary quickly, while you are on
the way with him, lest your adversary deliver
you to the judge, the judge hand you over to the
officer, and you be thrown into prison. 26As-
suredly, I say to you, you will by no means get
out of there till you have paid the last penny.

: 'men that they may see your. -
: good works-and:glerify your

,, "Father ) heaven

MARRIAGE AND
DIVORCE

2 God takes the .
commitment of marriage seriously and
asks us to take it seriously'too. There
are moments.when people decide to end
their marriages, but Ged wants us to keep
workingon things and to keep-loving each
other. Even though Scripture describes
situations when divorce is permltted it
doesn’t mean there’s no hope. And you ‘

I.more.on Marr/age and D/vorce see
rinthians 7, page 000.

ADULTERY IN THE HEART

27“You have heard that it was said to those
of old,* You shall not commit adultery.* 2But
I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to
lust for her has already committed adultery
with her in his heart. If your right eye causes
you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you; for
it is more profitable for you that one of your -
members perish, than for your whole body
to be cast into hell. 3°And if your right hand
causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you;
for it is more profitable for you that one of your
members perish, than for your whole body to
be cast into hell.

MARRIAGE IS SACRED AND BINDING

$1“Furthermore it has been said, ‘Whoever
divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate
of divorce.” 32But I say to you that whoever di-
vorces his wife for any reason except sexual

immorality* causes her to commit adultery;

and whoever marries a woman who is di-
vorced commits adultery.

JESUS FORBIDS OATHS

33“Again you have heard that it was said
to those of old, ‘You shall not swear falsely,
but shall perform your oaths to the Lord.
34But I say to you, do not swear at all: neither

5:21 Exodus20:13; Deuteronomy 5:17 C5:22NU-
Text omits without a cause. ~ 5:27 NU-Text

and M-Text omit to those of old. » Exodus 20:14;
Deuterpnomy5:18 '5:3? Or fornication




by heaven for it is God’s throne; 3*nor by the
earth, for it is'His footstool; nor by Jerusalem,

~ for it is the city of the great King. 3Nor shall
you swear by your head, because you cannot
make one hair white or black. 3’But let your
Yes be ‘Yes, and your ‘No, ‘No.” For whatever
is more than these is from the evil one.

GO THE SECOND MILE

38“You have heard that it was said, 4n eye
for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.* **But I tell
~ you not to resist an evil person. But whoever
slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other to
him also. *°If anyone wants to sue you and take
away your tunic, let him have your cloak also.
41 And whoever compels you to go one mile, go
with him two. *?Give to him who asks you, and
from him who wants to borrow from you do
not turn away.

LOVE YOUR ENEMIES

43“You have heard that it was said, You
shall love your neighbor* and hate your ene-
* my. “*But I say to you, love your enemies, bless
those who curse you, do good to those who hate
you, and pray for those who spitefully use you
and persecute you,* 3that you may be sons of
your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun
rise on the eviland on the good, and sends rain
on the just and on the unjust. *For if you love
those who love you, what reward have you? Do
not even the tax collectors do the same? #’And
if you greet your brethren* only, what do you

THE VALUE
OF WORDS

In Leviticus 19:12
we're told to not swear by God's name - -
becauseit’s sacred. When Jesus was on "
the earth, He often-took laws from the Old
Testament, like this one, and expanded
them so we could better understand them.
Not only should we not swear by God's
name, we shoutdn’t swear by heaven,
earth, or even our own lives: We arent
in control of:any of those things, 'so they : -
aren't.ours to promlse they ultlmately

~ belong to God. ik
For more.on The Value of Wnrds
B; page 000. ;

openly.” -

REVENGE

Jesus” statement
would have made the crowd drop their
jaws with shock: For generations, people
had been told that if someoné does
something evil to.you, then you can return
the favor. If-he or she pokes your'eye out,: -

- go-ahead and poke his or her eye out. But
“inthis sermon, Jesus sgid that w should,
turn the. other cheek He clarified what

~Got had said alt along it's:not our job
 “togetrevenge. That job belongs to God
. atoney
- For moreonRevenge see]Thessalon 55

do more than others? Do not even the tax col-
lectors* do so? *8Therefore you shall be perfect,
just as your Father in heaven is perfect.

DO GOOD TO PLEASE GOD

“Take heed that you do not do your
06 charitable deeds before men, to be

seen by them. Otherwise you have
no reward from your Father in heaven. 2There-
fore, when you do a charitable deed, do not
sound a trumpet before you as the hypocrites
do in the synagogues and in the streets, that
they may have glory from men. Assuredly, I
say to you, they have their reward. *But when
you do a charitable deed, do not let your left
hand know what your right hand is doing,
“that your -charitable deed may be in secret;
and your Father who sees in secret will Him-
self reward you openly*

THE MODEL PRAYER -

5“And when you pray, you shall not be like .

the hypocrites. For they love to pray standing
in the synagogues and on the corners of the
streets, that they may be seen by men. As-

* suredly, I say to you, they have their reward.

But you, when you pray, go into your room,
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and when you have shut your door, pray to& o

19:21 * 5:43 Compare Leviticus 19:18 *
Text omits three clausesfromthlsve;se leavmg

“But | say to you, loveyour enemies andpray for[hpse )

who persecute you. 5:47 M-Text rea,ds friends
* NU-Text reads Gentiles. ~ 6:4 NU Text omlts oo

.5:38 Exodus 21:24; Leviticus 24:20; Deuteronomy \
5:44 NU— o




READ IT: MATTHEW 5:43, 44
©_GETIT: sen someondiurt

\

e

e
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ENDIT:
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Did you -know:how
we pray matters7 Remember

It's not a show. If you're praying toimpress
people aroind yeu, don’tbother. God
would ratherhave you pray silently by
yourself. (He really would!).

Talk straight when you're talking'to God.
It's not-about big words—ijust:say what

. .you mean.
* Praise God when you pray— don
presentHimwith a wish i

ank Him,
+for who He is and everything goodynu o]
: njoy—from your friendly dog to yor

your Father who is in the secret place; and
your Father who sees in secret will reward you
openly.* 7And when you pray, do not use vain
repetitions as the heathen do. For they think
that they will be heard for their many words.
8“Therefore do not be like them. For your
Father knows the things you have need of be-
fore you ask Him. °In this manner, therefore,
‘pray: '
Our Father in heaven,
- Hallowed be Your name.
Your kingdom come.
Your will be done
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts,
As we forgive our debtors.
13 And do not lead us into temptation,
But deliver us from the evilone.
For Yours is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen. *

10

11

W<For if you forgive men their trespasses,

your heavenly Father will also forgive you.’

15But if you do not forgive men their tres-
passes, neither will your Father forglve your
trespasses.

FASTING TO BE SEEN ONLY BY GOD
16“Moreover, when you fast, do not be like

the hypocrites, with a sad countenance. For

they disfigure their faces that they may appear

Prometional Copy | N@T FOR RESALE OR DISTR
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to men to be fasting. Assuredly, I say to you,
they have their reward. 7But you, when you
fast, anoint your head and wash your face, 8s0
that you do not appear to men to be fasting, but
to your Father who is in the secret place; and
your Father who sees in secret will reward you
openly*

LAY UP TREASURES IN HEAVEN

19“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on
earth, where moth and rust destroy and where
thieves break in and steal; 2°but lay up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither
moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do
not break in and steal. 2'For where your trea-
sure is, there your heart will be also. .

THE LAMP OF THE BODY

22“The lamp of the body is the eye. If there-
fore your eye is good, your whole body will be
tull of light. 2But if your eye is bad, your whole
body will be full of darkness. If therefore the
light thatis in you is darkness, how great is that
darkness!

YOU CANNOT SERVE GOD AND RICHES

24“No one can serve two masters; for either
he will hate the one and love the other, or else
he will be loyal to the one and despise the oth-
er. You cannot serve God and mammon.

DO NOT WORRY

25“Therefore I say to you, do not worry about
your life, what you will eat or what you will
drink; nor about your body, what you will put
on. Is notlife more than food and the body more
than clothing? 26Look at the birds of the air, for
they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns;
yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you
not of more value than they? 2 Which of you by
worrying can add one cubit to his stature?
6:6 NU-Text omits openly.  6:13 NU-Text omits For

Yours through Amen. 6:18 NU-Text and M-Text
omit openly. .

SPARKS :

Do not-worry about tomorrow; for
tomorrow will worry-about its own things.

Suffltlent for the day is its own trouble

979
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28“So why do you worry about cIothmg7 Ny

C0n51der the ilies of the field, how they grow:

‘they neither toil nor spin; 2%and yet I say to

.~ you that even Solomon in all his glory was

i

28
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* He not much more clothe you, O you of little

‘not arrayed like one of these. 3Now if God
“so clothes the grass of the field, which today

is, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will

faith? .
31“Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What

shall we eat? or ‘What shall we drink?” or .
“‘What shall we wear? 32For after all these

things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly
Father knows that you need all these things.
33But seek first the kingdom of God and His
righteousness, and all these things shall be
added to you. *#Therefore do not worry about

- tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its

own things. Sufficient for the day is its own
trouble.

DO NOT JUDGE

“Judge ‘not, that you be not judged.
U 7 2For with what judgment you judge,
you will be judged; and with the
measure you use, it will be measured back
to you. 3And why do you look at the speck in
your brother’s eye, but do not consider the
plank in your own eye? “Or how can you say
to your brother, ‘Let me remove the speck from
your eye’; and look, a plank is in your own eye?
*Hypocrite! First remove the plank from your
own eye, and then you will see clearly to re-
move the speck from your brother’s eye.
5“Do not give what is holy to the dogs; nor
cast your pearls before swine, lest they trample
them under their feet, and turn and tear you
in pieces.

KEEP ASKING, SEEKING, KNOCKING

7“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and
you will find; knock, and it will be opened to
you. 8For everyone who asks receives, and he
who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will
be opened. °Or what man is there among you
who, if his son asks for bread, will give him a
stone? 1°0r if he asks for a fish, will he give him

SPARKS

FLA" HPOINT

| Have youever

partmpated ina mission trip or a youth
group service day? How tong did:it take
before'you started noticing who wasn't -
pulling his or her own weight?1t’s really
easy to keep track of who is not working
as hard as you are, but almost nobody

- keeps track of who's working| harder. Je-'

" sus calls us to he honest with '

' when you're not perfect: yourself? Can you
really:sitin the shade and tell someone

- “etse to.go back towork? .

g For more-on ; dg/ng Uthers se

[ pdge 000

uke 6,

a serpent? MIf you then, being evil, know how
to give good gifts to your children, how much
more will your Father who is in heaven give
good things to those who ask Him! *2Therefore,
whatever you want men to do to you, do also to
them, for this is the Law and the Prophets.

THE NARROW WAY

3“Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is’
the gate and broad is the way that leads to de-
struction, and there are many who go in by it.
14Because* narrow is the gate and difficult is
the way which leads to life, and there are few
who find it.

YOU WILL KNOW THEM BY
THEIR FRUITS

15“Beware of false prophets, who come to
you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are
ravenous wolves. '¢You will know them by

their fruits. Do men gather grapes from thorn-

bushes or figsfrom thistles? ”Even so, every
good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears
bad fruit. ®A good tree cannot bear bad fruit,
nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. 1°Every tree

. that does not bear good fruit is cut down and

thrown into the fire. *°Therefore by their fruits
you will know them.

I NEVER KNEW YOU .

21“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Tord,
Lord,” shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but -

7:14 NU-Text and M Text read How
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he who does the will of My Father in heaven.
22Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord,

~ have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out
demons in Your name, and done many won-
ders in Your name? 23And then I will declare
to them, T never knew you; depart from Me,
you who practice lawlessness!”

BUILD ON THE ROCK

24“Therefore whoever hears these sayings of
Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise
~ man who built his house on the rock: 2°and
the rain descended, the floods came, and the
winds blew and beat on that house; and it did
not fall, for it was founded on the rock.
26“But everyone who hears these sayings of
Mine, and does not do them, will be like a fool-
ish man who built his house on the sand: ?7and
the rain descended, the floods came, and the
winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell.
And great was its fall.”
28 And so it was, when Jesus had ended these
sayings, that the people were astonished at His
* teaching, ?°for He taught them as one having
authority, and not as the scribes.

JESUS CLEANSES A LEPER

When He had come down from the

0 8 mountain, great multitudes followed

Him. 2And behold, a leper came and

worshiped Him, saying, “Lord, if You are will-
ing, You can make me clean.”

3Then ]esus put out His hand and touched

him, saying, “I am willing; be cleansed.” Im-

mediately his leprosy was cleansed.
4And Jesus said to him, “See that you tell

n ot
BULLYING

who've been bultied become bullies
themselves, which kind of makes sense.
They're just treating others the way
they've been treated. They'rejust getting. .

. even. They're just making things fair: But

- the Bible says we should live differ

than that, It say's we should treat others -

“the-way we want 1o be treated, not neces- .

I 'sanly the way e have been treated. That's R

. the Golden Rule.

; For more on Bullylny see: Matthew 27

TREATMENT
OF OTHERS

times called the Golden Rule. The ideais
simple: if you want others to b cruelto: « .
you, then be mean to them. If.you want . .
others-to.ignore you, ignore them. If you
want others to gossip abotit you;, do the
same. But if you hope others will treat you
with respect, kindness, encouragement,.
and love, then you need to treat them

that way.

For.more on' Treatment of Others, see Luke 6
page U[]U .

10 one; but go your way, show yourself to the
priest, and offer the gift that Moses command-
ed, as a testimony to them.”

JESUS HEALS A CENTURIUN S
SERVANT

SNow when Jesus had entered Capernaum,
a centurion came to Him. ‘pleadlng with Him,
Ssaying, “Lord, my servant is lymg at home
paralyzed, dreadfully tormented.”
~ 7And Jesus said to him, ;I will come and
heal him.” '
8The centurion answered and said, “Lord,
I am not worthy that You should come under
my roof. But only speak a word, and my ser-

vant will be healed. °For I also am a man under-

authority, having soldiers under me. And I say
to this one; ‘Go,” and he goes; and to another,
‘Come, and he comes; and to my servant, ‘Do
this, and he does it.”

10When Jesus heard it, He marveled, and

said to those who followed, “Assuredly, Isay to -

you, I have not found such great faith, not even
in Israel! *And I say to you that many will
come from east and west, and sit down with

981
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Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom . .

of heaven. *?But thé sons of the kingdom will

be cast out into outer darkness. There will be

weeping and gnashmg of teeth.” 1¥Then Jesus® -

servant was healed that same honr s e

- PETER’S MOTHER- IN- LAW H-EALED{

14Now when Jesus had come into Peter’s

said to the centurion, “Go your way; and asyou
have believed, so let it be done for you.’ AndJns

%
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98 2 house, He saw his wife’s mother lylng 51ck with
.o a fever 1550 He touched her hand, and the fever
left her And she arose and served them.*

~ MANY HEALED IN THE EVENING

" 1" 15When evening had come, they brought to

" Him many who were demon-possessed. And
‘He cast out the spirits with a‘word, and healed

all who were sick, that it might be fulfilled

which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, saying:

“He Himself took our infirmities.
And bore our sicknesses.”*

THE COST OF DISCIPLESHIP

8And when Jesus saw great multitudes
about Him, He gave a command to depart to
‘the other side. *°Then a certain scribe came
and said to Him, “Teacher, I will follow You
wherever You go.”

20And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes
and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of
Man has nowhere to lay His head.”

21Then another of His disciples said to Him,
“Lord, let me first go and bury my father”

22But Jesus said to him, “Follow Me, and let

— the dead bury their own dead.”

co WIND AND WAVE OBEY JESUS -

; 2Now when He got into a boat, His disciples
followed Him. 2*And suddenly a great tempest

g arose 0N the sea, so that the boat was covered
with the waves. But He was asleep. 2*Then His
disciples came to Him and awoke Him, saying,

< “Lord, save us! We are perishing!”

‘ 26But He said to them, “Why are you fear-
ful, O you of little faith?” Then He arose and
rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was
a great calm. #’So the men marveled, saying,

_ “Who can this be, that even the wmds and the

s seaobeyHim?”

TWO DEMON-POSSESSED MEN
HEALED

#%When He had come to the other side, to
the country of the Gergesenes,* there met Him
two demon-possessed men, coming out of the
tombs, exceedingly fierce, so that no one could
pass that way. 2And suddenly they cried out,
saying, “What have we to do with You, Jesus,
You Son of God? Have You come here to tor-
ment us before the time?”

30Now a good way off from them there was
aherd of many swine feeding. 3!So the demons
begged Him, saying, “If You cast us out, permit
us to go away* into the herd of swine.”

- 32And He said to them, “Go.” So when they
had come out, they went into the herd of swine.
And suddenly the whole herd of swine ran
violently down the steep place into the sea, and
perished in the water. -

33Then those who kept them fled; and they

% -

‘went away into the city and told everything,

including what had happened to the demon-
possessed men. 3*And behold, the whole city -

- came out to-meet Jesus. And when they saw

Him, they begged Him to depart from thelr
region.

- JESUS FORGIVES AND HEALS

A PARALYTIC : ‘
So He got into a boat, crossed over,
0 9 and came to His own city. 2Then be-
hold, they brought to Him a paralytic
lying on a bed. When Jesus saw their faith, He
said to the paralytic, “Son, be of good cheer;
your sins are forgiven you.”
3And at once some of the scribes said within
themselves, “This Man blasphemes!”
“But Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said,
“Why do you think evil in your hearts? *For
Wthh is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven
you, or to say, ‘Arise and walk’? ®But that you
may know that the Son of Man has power on
earth to forgive sins”—then He said to the
paralytic, “Arise, take up your bed, and go to
your house.” 7And he arose and departed to his
house.
8Now when the multitudes saw it, they mar-
veled* and glorified God, who had given such
power to men.

MATTHEW THE TAX COLLECTOR

9As Jesus passed on from there, He saw a
man named Matthew sitting at the tax office.
And He said to him, “Follow Me.” So he arose
and followed Him.

19Now it happened, as Jesus sat at the table
in the house, that behold, many tax collectors -
and sinners came and sat down with Him and
His disciples. **And when the Pharisees saw
it, they said to His disciples, “Why does your
Teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?”

2When Jesus heard that, He said to them,
“Those who are well have no need of a physi-
cian, but those who are sick. *But go and learn
what this means: T desire mercy and not sacri-
fice.* For I did not come to call the righteous,
but sinners, to repentance.” *

JESUS IS QUESTIONED ABOUT

FASTING .

4Then the disciples of John came to Him,
saying, “Why do we and the Pharisees fast of-
ten,* but Your disciples do not fast?”

15And Jesus said to them, “Can the friends
of the bridegroom mourn as long as the bride-
groom is with them? But the days will come
when the bridegroom will be taken away from .

8:15 NU-Text and M-Text read Him. * 8:17 Isaiah
53:4  8:28NU-Textreads Gadarenes. . 8:31 NU-
Textreadssendus.  9:8 NU-Text reads were afraid. .
9:13 Hosea 6:6 » NU-Text omits to repentance.
9:14 NU-Text brackets often as disputed.
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them, and:then they will fast. *No one puts a
piece of unshrunk cloth on an old garment; for
~ the patch pulls away from the garment, and
the tear is made worse. ’Nor do they put new
wine into old wineskins, or else the wineskins
break, the wine is spilled, and the wineskins
are ruined. But they put new wine into new
wineskins, and both are preserved.”

A GIRL RESTORED TO LIFE-AND

A'WOMAN HEALED

- 18While He spoke these things to them,
behold, a ruler came and worshiped Him, say-
ing, “My daughter has just died, but come and
lay Your hand on her and she will live.” **So
Jesus arose and followed him, and so dld His
disciples.

- 20And suddenly, a woman who had a flow
of blood for twelve years came from behind
and touched the hem of His garment. 2'For she
said to herself, “If only I may touch His gar-
ment, I shall be made well.” 22But Jesus turned

. around, and when He saw her He said, “Be of
good cheer, daughter; your faith has made you
well.” And the woman was made well from
that hour.

23When Jesus came into the ruler’s house,
and saw the flute players and the noisy crowd
wailing, 2*He said to them, “Make room, for
the girl is not dead, but sleeping.” And they
ridiculed Him. 25But when the crowd was put
outside, He went in and took her by the hand,
and the girl'arose. 2And the report of this
went out into all that land.

TWO BLIND MEN HEALED

27When Jesus departed from there, two
blind men followed Him, crying out and say-
‘ing, “Son of David, have mercy on us!”

28And when He had come into the house,
the blind men came to Him. And Jesus said
to them, “Do you believe that I am able to do
this?”

They said to Him, “Yes, Lord.”

‘29Then He touched their eyes, saying, “Ac-
cording to your faith let it be to you.” 3°And
their eyes were opened. And Jesus sternly
warned them, saying, “See that no one knows
it.” 3'But when they had departed, they spread
the news about Him in all that country.

A MUTE MAN SPEAKS
325 they went out, behold, they brought

to Him a man, mute and demon-possessed.’

33And when the demon was cast out, the mute
spoke. And the multitudes marveled, saying,
“It was never seen like this in Israel!”

34But the Pharisees said, “He casts out de-
mons by the ruler of the demons.” ...

THE COMPASSION OF JESUS

35Then Jesus went about all the c1t1es and
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villages, teaching in their synagogues, preach-
ing the gospel of the kingdom, and healing
every sickness and every disease among the
people.* 3¢But when He saw the multitudes,
He was moved with compassion for them,
because they were weary* and scattered, like
sheep having no shepherd. 37Then He said to
His disciples, “The harvest truly is plentiful,
but the laborers are few. 3Therefore pray the
Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into
His harvest.”

THE TWELVE APOSTLES

And when He had called His twelve
1 0 disciples to Him, He gave them power

over unclean spirits, to cast them
out, and to heal all kinds of sickness and all
kinds of disease. 2Now the names of the twelve
apostles are these: first, Simon, who is called
Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the
son of Zebedee, and John his brother; 3Philip
and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the
tax collector; James the son of Alphaeus, and
Lebbaeus, whose surname was* Thaddaeus;

4Simon the Cananite,* and Judas Iscariot, who
also betrayed Him.

SENDING OUT THE TWELVE

5These twelve Jesus sent out and com-
manded them, saying: “Do not go into the way
of the Gentiles, and do not enter a city of the
Samaritans. 6But go rather to the lost sheep of
the house of Israel. 7And as you go, preach, say-
ing, “The kingdom of heaven is at hand.” ®Heal
the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead*
cast out demons. Freely you have received,
freely give. °Provide neither gold nor silver nor
copper in your money belts, *°nor bag for your
journey, nor,two tunics, nor sandals, nor staffs;
for a worker is worthy of his food.

11“Now whatever city or town you enter, in-
quire who in it is worthy, and stay there till you
go out. *2And when you go into a household,
greet it. *If the household is worthy, let your
peace come upon it. But if it is not worthy, let
your peace return to you. **And whoever will
not receive you nor hear your words, when you
depart from that house or city, shake off the

dust from your feet. SAssuredly, I say to you,

it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom
and Gomorrah in the day of judgment than for
that city!

PERSECUTIONS ARE COMING

16Behold, I send you out as sheep in the
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midst of wolves. Therefore be wise as serpents; .

and harmless as doves. 17But beware of men, - '

. Textreads Cananaean.
* the dead, cleanse the lepers; M- Textomﬂsfa/se the

9:35 NU-Text omits among the people. 9 36NU-
Text and M-Text read harassed. 10,3 NU -Text .
omits Lebbaeus, whose surname was.. . 10:4 NU—

10:8 NU* Tex; reads ra/se

dead.
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for they w1li dehver you up to counc1ls and
: scourge you jn'their synagogues. *#You will
be brought before governors and kings for My

. 'sake, as a testimony to them and to the Gen-

- tiles. 9But when they deliver you up, do not
'worry about how or what you should speak.

-+ TForitwillbe given to you in that hour what you

. ‘should speak; 2°for it is not you who speak, but
the Spirit of your Father who speaks in you.

It is notyou who speak, but the Spirit of

your Father who speaks i in you, :;

18

21“Now brother will deliver up brother to
e death, and a father his child; and children will

rise up against parents and cause them to be

put to death. 22And you will be hated by all for
LLJ My name’s sake. But he who endures to the end
: will be saved. ZWhen they persecute you in
J===this city, flee to another. For assuredly, I say to
you, you will not have gone through the cities

0

‘e ofIsrael before the Son of Man comes.

24A dlsc1p1e is not above his teacher, nor a
servant above his master. 251t is enough for a
disciple that he be like his teacher, and a ser-
vant like his master. If they have called the
master of the house Beelzebub,* how much
more will they call those of his household!
28Therefore do not fear them. For there is noth-
ing covered that will not be revealed, and hid-
den that.will not be known.

JESUS TEACHES THE FEAR OF GOD

27“Whatever I tell you in the dark, speak in
the light; and what you hear in the ear, preach
on the housetops. 22And do not fear those who
kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rath-
er fear Him who is able to destroy both soul
and body in hell. 2°Are not two sparrows sold
for a copper coin? And not one of them falls to
the ground apart from your Father’s will. 3°But
the very hairs of your head are all numbered.
31Do not fear therefore; you are of more value
than many sparrows.

CONFESS CHRIST BEFORE MEN

32“Therefore whoever confesses'Me before
men, him I will also confess before My Father
who is in heaven. 33But whoever denies Me

=

‘before men, him I will also deny before My Fa-

ther who is in heaven.

CHRIST BRINGS DIVISION

34“Do not think that I came to bring peace
on earth. I did not come to bring peace buta
sword. **For I have come to Set a man against

~his father, a daughter against her mother, and

a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law’:
36and 2 man’s enemies will be those of hisown
household.* 3"He who loves father or mother
more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who
loves son or daughter more than Me is not wor-
thy of Me. 38And he who does not take his cross
and follow after Me is not worthy of Me. 3He
who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses
his life for My sake will find it.

A CUP OF COLD WATER

4%“He who receives you receives Me, and he
who receives Me receives Him who sent Me.
“1He who receives a prophet in the name of a
prophet shall receive a prophet’s reward. And
he who receives a righteous man in the name of
arighteous man shall receive a righteous man’s
reward. #2And whoever gives one of these little
ones only a cup of cold water in the name of a
disciple, assuredly, I say to you, he shall by no
means lose his reward.”

JOHN THE BAPTIST SENDS
MESSENGERS T0 JESUS
Now it came to pass, when Jesus fin-
1 1 ished commanding His twelve dis-
ciples, that He departed from there to
teach and to preach in their cities.
2And when John had heard in prison about )
the works of Christ, he sent two of* his dis-
ciples *and said to Him, “Are You the Coming
One, or do we look for another?”
4Jesus answered and said to them, “Go and
tell John the things which you hear and see:
5Theblind see and the lame walk; the lepers are
cleansed and the deaf hear; the dead are raised
up and the poor have the gospel preached to
them. ®And blessed is he who is not offended
because of Me.”
7As they departed, Jesus began to say to the
multitudes concerning John: “What did you go -

out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken

by the wind? #But what did you go out to see?
A man clothed in soft garments? Indeed, those
who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses.
But what did you go out to see? A prophet?
Yes, I say to you, and more than a prophet.
19For this is he of whom it is written:

‘Behold, I send Mymessenger before
Your face,
 Who will prepare Your way beﬁ)re You™

10:25 NU-Text and M-Text read Beelzebul.
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Agsuredly, T say to you, among those
born of women there has not risen one greater

~ than John the Baptist; but he who is least in the
kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 12And
from the days of John the Baptist until now the
kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and the
violent take it by force. *3For all the prophets
and the law prophesied until John. **And if you
are willing to receive it, he is Elijah who is to
come. He who has ears to hear, let him hear!
16“But to what shall I liken this generation?

It is like children sitting in the marketplaces
and calling to their companions, and saying:

‘We played the flute for you,
- And you did not dance;
We mourned to you,
And you did not lament.

8For John came neither eating nor drinking,

and they say, ‘He has a demon.” '*The Son of

Man came eating and drinking, and they say,

‘Look, a glutton and a winebibber, a friend of

tax collectors and sinners!” But wisdom is jus-
* tified by her children.” *

WOE TO THE IMPENITENT CITIES

20Then He began to rebuke the cities in
which most of His mighty works had been
done, because they did not repent: 2“Woe to
you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if
the mighty works which were done in you had
been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have
repented longago in sackcloth and ashes. 2But
I say to you, it will be more tolerable for Tyre
and Sidon in the day of judgment than for you.
ZAnd you, Capernaum, who are exalted to
heaven, will be* brought down to Hades; for if
the mighty works which were done in you had
‘been done in Sodom, it would have remained
until this day. 2*But I say to you that it shall be
more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day
of judgment than for you.”

JESUS GIVES TRUE REST

25At that time Jesus answered and said, “

Come to Me, all you who [abor-and-are

heavy laden, and | will give you-rest.
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thank You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth
that You have hidden these things from the
wise and prudent and have revealed them to
babes. 26Even so, Father, for so it seemed good
in Your sight. #7All things have been delivered
to Me by My Father, and no one knows the Son
except the Father. Nor does anyone know the
Father except the Son, and the one to whom the
Son-wills to reveal Him. 28Come to Me, all you
who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give
you rest. 2Take My yoke upon you and learn
from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart,
and you will find rest for your souls. 3°For My
yoke is easy and My burden is light.”

JESUS IS LORD OF THE SABBATH

At that time Jesus went through the
1 2 grainfields on the Sabbath. And His
disciples were hungry, and began to
pluck heads of grain and to eat. 2And when the
Pharisees saw it, they said to Him, “Look, Your
disciples are doing what is not lawful to do on
the Sabbath!”
3But He said to them, “Have you not read
what David did when he was hungry, he and
those who were with him: “how he entered the
house of God and ate the showbread which
was not lawful for him to eat, nor for those who
were with him, but only for the priests? *Or
have you not read in the law that on the Sab-
bath the priests in the temple profane the Sab-
bath, and are blameless? Yet I say to you that
in this place there is One greater than the tem-
ple. 7But if you had known what this means, 7
desire mercy and not sacrifice,* you would not

have condemned the guiltless. For the Son of
Man is Lord even* of the Sabbath.”

HEALING ON THE SABBATH

®Now when He had departed from there, He
went into their synagogue. 1°And behold, there
was a man who had a withered hand. And they
asked Him, saying, “Is it lawful to heal on the
Sabbath?”—that they might accuse Him.

1Then He said to them, “What man is there
among you who has one sheep, and if it falls
into a pit on the Sabbath, will not lay hold of it
and lift it out? 20f how much more value then

is a man than a sheep? Therefore it is lawful to

do good on the Sabbath.” **Then He said to the
man, “Stretch out your hand.” And he stretched
it out, and it was restored as whole as the other.
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Then the Pharisees went out and plotted

| against Him, how they might destroy Him.

BEHOLD, MY SERVANT

| 158t wheh Jesus knew it, He‘withdre\}\.( S
-from there. And great multitudes*‘ followed -

11:19 NU-Text reads works. 1: 23}1U “Text - <
reads will you be exalted to heaven?.No, you will be
127H05eaé 6 12:8 NU-Text andM Textomlt
even. 12 15 NU-Text brackets multltudgs as
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986 Hrm and Hé healed them all. 16Yet He warned

' them not to rpake Him known, Ythat it might

be. fulﬁlled w];nch was spoken by Isaiah the
prophet sayrng

o “Bebo]d’ MyServant whom I bave
' chosen,
‘ MyBe]oved in whom.My soul is well
) pleased! '
Twill put My Spirit upon Him,
- And He will declare justice to the
. Gentiles.
¥ Hewill not quarrel nor cry out
Nor will anyone hear His voice in the
streets.
20 A pruised reed He will not break,
And smoking flax He will not
quench,
Till He sends forth justice to victory;
And in His name Gentiles will trust.”*

A HOUSE DIVIDED CANNOT STAND

22Then one was brought to Him who was
demon-possessed, blind and mute; and He
healed him, so that the blind and* mute man
both spoke and saw. 22And all the multitudes
«— were amazed and said, “Could this be the Son
C\l of David?”
24Now when the Pharisees heard it they
L

21

sard “This fellow does not cast out demons ex-
cept by Beelzebub,* the ruler of the demons.”

25But Jesus knew their thoughts, and said to
them: “Every kingdom divided against itself is
brought to desolation, and every city or house
divided against itself will not stand. 26If Satan
casts out Satan, he is divided against himself.
How then will his kingdom stand? 2’And if I
cast out demons by Beelzebub, by whom do
your sons cast them out? Therefore they shall
be your judges. 28But if I cast out demons by
the Spirit of God, surely the kingdom of God
has come upon you. 2°0Or how can one enter
a strong man’s house and plunder his goods,
unless he first binds the strong man? And then
he will plunder his house. 3°He who is not with
Me is against Me, and he who does not gather
with Me scatters abroad.

THE UNPARDONABLE SIN

31“Therefore I say to you, every sin and
blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the blas-
phemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven
men. *2Anyone who speaks a word against the
Son of Man, it will be forgiven him; but who-
ever speaks against the Holy Spirit, it will not
be forgiven him, either in this age or in  the age
to come.

A TREE KNOWN BY ITS FRUIT

33“Either make the tree good and its fruit
good, or else make the tree bad and its fruit
bad; for a treeis known by its fruit. 3*Brood
of vipers! How can you, being evil, speak good

things'?. For out of the abundance of the heart
the mouth, speaks. A good man out of the
good treasure of his heart* brings forth good -
- thinigs, and an evil man out of the evil treasure
brings forth evil things. 3But I say to you that
for every idle word men may speak, they will
give account of it in the day of judgment. 3For

by your words you will be justified, and by your

words you will be condemned.”

THE SCRIBES AND PHARISEES ASK -
FOR A SIGN

38Then some of the scribes and Pharisees
answered, saying, “Teacher, we want to see a
sign from You.”

39But He answered and said to them, “An
evil and adulterous generation seeks after
asign, ‘and no sign will be given to it except
the sign of the prophet Jonah. *°For as Jonah
was three days and three nights in the belly of
the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three
days and three nights in the heart of the earth.
4The men of Nineveh will rise up in the judg-
ment with this generation and condemn it, be-
cause they repented at the preaching of Jonah;
and indeed a greater than Jonah is here. 4?The
queen of the South will rise up in the judgment
with this generation and condemn it, for she
came from the ends of the earth to hear the
wisdom of Solomon; and indeed a greater than
Solomon is here.

AN UNCLEAN SPIRIT RETURNS

-43“When an unclean spirit goes out of a
man, he goes through dry places, seeking rest,
and finds none. **Then he says, ‘T will return
to my house from which I came. And when he .
comes, he finds it empty, swept, and put in or-
der. *>Then he goes and takes with him seven
other spirits more wicked than himself, and
they enter and dwell there; and the last state of
that man is worse than the first. So shallitalso
be wrth this wicked generation.”

JESUS” MOTHER AND BROTHERS
SEND FOR HIM

4While He was still talking to the multi-
tudes, behold, His mother and brothers stood -
outside, seeking to speak with Him. 4’Then

‘one said to Him, “Look, Your mother and Your

brothers are standing outside, seeking to speak
with You.”

48But He answered and said to the one who
told Him, “Who is My mother and who are My
brothers?” “°And He stretched out His hand
toward His disciples and said, “Here are My
mother and My brothers! *°For whoever does
the will of My Father in heaven is My brother ‘
and sister and mother.” . )

12:21 Isaiah 42.1 -4 12:22 NU-Text omits blind
and. 12:24 NU-Text and M-Text read Beelzebul.
12:35 NU-Text and MiTexl omit}of‘his heart.
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THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER
‘ On the same day Jesus went out of the
1 3 house and sat by the sea. 2And great
multitudes were gathered together to
Him, so that He got into a boat and sat; and the

whole multitude stood on the shore.
3Then He spoke many things to them in
parables, saying: “Behold, a sower went out to
sow. “And as he sowed, some seed fell by the
wayside; and the birds came and devoured
them. 5Some fell on stony places, where they
- did not have much earth; and they immedi-
ately sprang up because they had no depth of
earth. But when the sun was up they were
scorched, and because they had no root they
withered away. 7And some fell among thorns,
and the thorns sprang up and choked them.
8But others fell on good ground and yielded
a crop: some a hundredfold, some sixty, some
thirty. °He who has ears to hear, let him hear!”

THE PURPOSE OF PARABLES

~ 1%And the disciples came and said to Him,
“Why do You speak to them in parables?”

- "He answered and said to them, “Because it
has been given to you to know the mysteries of
the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not
been given. 2For whoever has, to him more
will be given, and he will have abundance; but
whoever does not have, even what he has will
be taken away from him. **Therefore I speak
to them in parables, because seeing they do not
see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they
understand. **And in them the prophecy of
Isaiah is fulfilled, which says:

‘Hearing you will hear and shall not

i understand,

And seeing you will see and not perceive;

15 For the hearts of this people have grown
dull.
. Their ears are hard of hearing,

And their éyes they have closed,

Lest they should see with their eyes and
hear with their ears,

Lest they should understand with their
hearts and turn,

So that I should* heal them.*

6But blessed are your eyes for they see, and
your ears for they hear; for assuredly, I say
to you that many prophets and righteous men
desired to see what you see, and did not see it,
and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it.

THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER
EXPLAINED

18“Therefore hear the paréble of the sower:

19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom,

and does not understand if, then the wicked
one comes and snatches away what was sown
in his heart. This is he who received seed by
the wayside. 2°But he who recelved theseed on

Promotional Copy | N@T FOR RESALE OR DISTRIBUTION y.

stony places this is he who hears the word and
1mmed1ate1y receives it with joy; 2'yet he has
1o root in himself, but endures only for a while.
For when tribulation or persecution arises be-
cause of the word, immediately he stumbles.
22Now he who received seed among the thorns
is he who hears the word, and the cares of this
world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the
word, and he becomes unfruitful. 22But he who
received seed on the good ground is he who
hears the word and understands it, who indeed
bears fruit and produces: some a hundredfold,
some sixty, some thirty.”

THE PARABLE OF THE WHEAT AND
THE TARES

24Another parable He put forth to them,
saying: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man
who sowed good seed in his field; 2but while
men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares
among the wheat and went his way. 2But when
the grain had sprouted and produced a crop,
then the tares also appeared. #’So the servants
of the owner came and said to him, Sir, did
you not sow good seed in your field? How then
does it have tares?’ 2He said to them, ‘An en-
emy has done this.’ The servants said to him,
‘Do you want us then to go and gather them
up?’ 2°But he said, ‘No, lest while you gather up
the tares you also uproot the wheat with them.
30Let both grow together until the harvest, and
at the time of harvest I will say to the reapers,
“First gather together the tares and bind them
in bundles to burn them, but gather the wheat
into my barn.”””

THE PARABLE OF THE MUSTARD SEED

31 Another parable He put forth to them,
saying: “The kingdom of hedven is like a mus-
tard seed, which a man took and sowed in
his field, 32which indeed is the least of all the
seeds; but when it is grown it is greater than the
herbs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of
the air come and nest in its branches.”

THE PARABLE OF THE LEAVEN

33Another parable He spoke to them: “The
kingdom of heaven .is like leaven, which a

woman took and hid in three measures* of _

meal till it was all leavened.”

PROPHECY AND THE PARABLES

34A1l these things Jesus spoke to the multi-

not speak to them, 35that it might be fulfilled
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- tude in parables; and without a parable He did '

which was spoken by the prophet, saying: ;-

“Twill open My mouth in parables;

T'will utter things kept secret fromthe ;' - -

foundation of the world”* . .

13:15 NU-Text and M-Text read Waald Isalah é 9 ]D
13:33 Greek sata, approximately-two pecks in aLl
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THE PARABLE OF THE TARES
EXPLAINED

“Then Jesus sent the multitude away and_

. went into the house. And His disciples came to
* tHim, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the

tares of the field.”
37He answered and said to them: “He who

* sows the good seed is the Son of Man. 38The

field is the world, the good seeds are the sons of
the kingdom, but the tares are the sons of the
wicked one. **The enemy who sowed them is

~ the devil, the harvest is the end of the age, and

~O
m
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the reapers are the angels. *°Therefore as the
tares are gathered and burned in the fire, so it
will be at the end of this age. ' The Son of Man
will send out His angels, and they will gather
~out of His kingdom all things that offend, and
those who practice lawlessness, “?and will
cast them into the furnace of fire. There will
be wailing and gnashing of teeth. *Then the
righteous will shine forth as the sun in the
kingdom of their Father. He who has ears to
hear, let him hear!

THE PARABLE OF THE HIDDEN
TREASURE

44“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like
treasure hidden in a field, which a man found
and hid; and for joy over it he goes and sells all
that he has and buys that field.

THE PARABLE OF THE PEARL OF
GREAT PRICE

45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like
a merchant seeking beautiful pearls, “éwho,
when he had found one pearl of great price,
went and sold all that he had and bought it.

THE PARABLE OF THE DRAGNET

47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a
dragnet that was cast into the sea and gathered
some of every kind, *®which, when it was full,
they drew to shore; and they sat down and
gathered the good into vessels, but threw the
bad away. 4°So it will be at the end of the age.
The angels will come forth, separate the wick-
ed from among the just, °and cast them into
the furnace of fire. There will be wailing and
gnashing of teeth.”

5lesus said to them,* “Have you under-
stood all these things?”

They said to Him, “Yes, Lord.” *

2Then He said to them, “Therefore every
scribe instructed concerning* the kingdom of
heaven is like a householder who brings out of
his treasure things new and old.”

JESUS REJECTED AT NAZARETH

53Now it came to pass, when Jesus had fin-
ished these parables, that He departed from

there. 5*When He had come to His own coun-

try,He taughf them in their synagogue, so that

they were astonished and said, “Where did this
Man get this wisdom and these mighty works? -
5515 "this not the carpenter’s son? Is not His
mother called Mary? And His brothers James,
Joses,* Simon, and Judas? ®And His sisters,
are they not all with us? Where then did this

" Man get all these things?” 57So they were of-

fended at Him.

But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not
without honor except in his own country and
in his own house.” *®Now He did not do many
mighty works there because of their unbelief.

JOHN THE BAPTIST BEHEADED
At that time Herod the tetrarch heard
1 4 the report about Jesus 2and said to
" his servants, “This is John the Bap-
tist; he is risen from the dead, and therefore
these powers are at work in him.” 3For Herod
had laid hold of John and bound him, and put
him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his
brother Philip’s wife. “Because John had said
to him, “It is not lawful for you to have her.”
5And although he wanted to put him to death,
he feared the multitude, because they counted
him as a prophet.
6But when Herod’s birthday was celebrated,
the daughter of Herodias danced before them
and pleased Herod. “Therefore he promised
with an oath to give her whatever she might
ask.
8So0 she, having been prompted by her
mother, said, “Give me John the Baptist’s head
here on a platter.”
9And the king was sorry; nevertheless, be-
cause of the oaths and because of those who sat
with him, he commanded if to be given to her. *
1950 he sent and had John beheaded in prison.
1And his head was brought on a platter and
given to the girl, and she brought if to her moth-
er. *?Then his disciples came and took away the
body and buried it, and went and told Jesus.

FEEDING THE FIVE THOUSAND

13When Jesus heard if, He departed from
there by boat to a deserted place by Himself.
But when the multitudes heard it, they fol-
lowed Him on foot from the cities. **And when -
Jesus went out He saw a great multitude; and

‘He was moved with compassion for them, and

healed their sick. **When it was evening, His
disciples came to Him, saying, “This is a de-
serted place, and the hour is already late. Send
the multitudes away, that they may go into the
villages and buy themselves food.”

16But Jesus said to them, “They do not need
to go away. You give them somethmg to eat.”

17And they said to Him, “We have here only ‘
five loaves and two fish.” :

13:51 NUrText omits Jesus sald‘to.them, oNUText
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18He said, “Bring them here to Me.” ®Then
He commanded the multitudes to sit down on
 the grass. And He took the five loaves and the
two fish, and looking up to heaven, He blessed
and broke and gave the loaves to the disciples;
and the disciples gave to the multitudes. 2°So
they all ate and were filled, and they took up
twelve baskets full of the fragments that re-
mained. ?'Now those who had eaten were
about five thousand men, besides women and
children.

- JESUS WALKS ON THE SEA

2Immediately Jesus made His disciples get
into the boat and go before Him to the other
side, while He sent the multitudes away. 2And
when He had sent the multitudes away, He went
up on the mountain by Himself to pray. Now
when evening came, He was alone there. 2*But
the boat was now in the middle of the sea,*
tossed by the waves, for the wind was contrary.

Z5Now in the fourth watch of the night Jesus
went to them, walking on the'sea. 2°And when

" the disciples saw Him walking on the sea, they
were troubled, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they
cried out for fear.

27But immediately Jesus spoke to them, say-
ing, “Be of good cheer! It is I; do not be afraid.”

28 And Peter answered Him and said, “Lord,
ifitis You, command me to come to You on the
water.”

2950 He said, Come And when Peter had
come down out of the boat, he walked on the
water to go to Jesus. *°But when he saw that
the wind was boisterous,* he was afraid; and
beginning to sink he cried out, saying, “Lord,
save me!”

- 3'And immediately Jesus stretched out His
‘hand and caught him, and said to him, “O you
of little faith, why did you doubt?” *2And when
they got into the'boat, the wind ceased.

33Then those who were in the boat came
and* worshiped Him, saying, “Truly You are
the Son of God.”

MANY TOUCH HIM AND ARE
MADE WELL

34When they had crossed over, they came
to the land of* Gennesaret. *And when the
men of that place recognized Him, they sent
out into all that surrounding region, brought
to Him all who were sick, *and begged Him
that they might only touch the hem of His gar-
ment. And as many as touched it were made
perfectly well.

DEFILEMENT COMES FROM WITHIN
1 Then the scribes and Pharisees who

were from Jerusalem came to. Jesus,

saying, 2“Why do Your disciples
transgress the tradition of the elders? For they
do not wash their hands when they eat bread 7

"y
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DOUBT AND ASKING
Qu ESTIONS

Jesus’ dlsuples
experienced doubt; so surely Heisn't sur-
prised when we have doubts‘of our own:
Look at this famous story.of Peter walk-
ing'on'the water. Even though he knew
Jesus and loved Him, Peter still botinced
between courage and uncertainty—

between belief and doubt. Jumping over -
- the side of the boat strengthened Peter" s
* faith andth, ith
The sames true today. Ifyou re willing
- ta'be honest with Jesus‘in-all your emo-
[ 'tmns mcludmgfearand doubt—He'll be

3He answered and said to them, “Why
do you-also transgress the commandment
of God because of your tradition? “For God
commanded, saying, ‘Honor your father and
your mother}* and, ‘He who curses father or
mother, let him be put to death.* *But you say,
‘Whoever says to his father or mother, “What-
ever profit you might have received from me is
a gift to God”— Sthen he need not honor his
father or mother.* Thus you have made the
commandment* of God of no effect by your

tradition. “Hypocrites! Well d1d Isaiah proph-

esy about you, saying:

8 These people draw near to Me with
their mouth,

And* honor Me with their lips,

But their heart is far from Me.

°And in vain they worship Me, .

Teaching as doctrines the commandments
of men.”*
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1°When He had called the multitude to

Himself, He said to them, “Hear and under-

stand: *Not what goes into the mouth defiles
"

14:24 NU-Text reads many furlongs away from the
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a man; but whatcomes out of the mouth this
f deﬁles aman,’
1éThen His dlsc1ples came and said to Him,
“Do You know that the Pharlsees were offend--
. 'ed when they heard this saying?”
: " " 13But He answered and said, “Every plant
"~ which My heavenly Father has not planted will

RN ‘be uprooted. **Let them alone. They are blind -

leaders of the blind. And if the blind leads the
blind, both will fall into a ditch.”

15Then Peter answered and said to Him,

“Explain this parable tous.”

1650 Jesus said, “Are you also stlll without
understanding? 7Do you not yet understand
that whatever enters the mouth goes into the
stomach and is eliminated? '®But those things
which proceed out of the mouth come from the
‘heart, and they defile a man. **For out of the
heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulter-
ies, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphe-
mies. 2°These are the things which defile a man,
but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile
aman.” :

A GENTILE SHOWS HER FAITH

21Then Jesus went out from there and de-
parted to the region of Tyre and Sidon. 22And
= = behold, a woman of Canaan came from that re-
gion and cried out to Him, saying, “Have mer-
cy onme, O Lord, Son of David! My daughter is
; severely demon-possessed.”
23But He answered her not a word.
Lt AndHis disciples came and urged Him, say-
ing, “Send her away, for she cries out after us.”
24But He answered and said, “I was not sent
L except to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”
< 25Then she came and worshiped Him, say-
= ing, “Lord, help me!”
26But He answered and said, “It is not good
to take the children’s bread and throw it to the
little dogs.”
27And she said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the little
dogs eat the crumbs which fall from their mas-
ters’ table.”
28Then Jesus answered and said to her, “O
woman, great is your faith! Let it be to you as
you desire.” And her daughter was healed from
that very hour.

JESUS HEALS GREAT MULTITUDES

2Jesus departed from there, skirted the Sea
of Galilee, and went up on the mountain and
sat down there. 3°Then great multitudes came
to Him, having with them the lame, blind,
mute, maimed, and many others; and they laid
them down at Jesus’ feet, and He healed them.
31So the multitude marveled when they saw
the mute speaking, the maimed made whole,
the lame walking, and the blind seeing; and
they glorified the God of Israel.

FEEDING THE FOUR THOUSAND

32Now Jesus called His disciples to Himself
and said, “Thave compassion on the multitude,

0

‘because they have now continued with Me

three days,and have nothing to eat. And I do
not want to send them away hungry, lest they -
faint on the way.” i

33Then His disciples said to Him, “Where
could we get enough bread in the wilderness to
fill such a great multitude?”
34]esus said to them, How many loaves do
you have?”

And they said, “Seven, and a few little fish.”

35S0 He commanded the multitude to sit
down on the ground. 3And He took the seven
loaves and the fish and gave thanks, broke
them and gave them to His disciples; and the
disciples gave to the multitude. 3So they all
ate and were filled, and they took up seven
large baskets full of the fragments that were
left. *®Now those who ate were four thousand
men, besides women and children. 3And He
sent away the multitude, got into the boat, and
came to the region of Magdala.*

THE PHARISEES AND SADDUCEES
SEEK A SIGN

Then the Pharisees and Sadducees
1 came, and testing Him asked that He

would show them a sign from heaven.
2He answered and said to them, “When it is
evening you say, Tt will be fair weather, for the
sky is red’; 3and in the morning, Tt will be foul
weather today, for the sky is red and threaten-
ing” Hypocrites!* You know how to discern
the face of the sky, but you cannot discern the
signs of the times. “A wicked and adulterous
generation seeks after a sign, and no sign shall

be given to it except the sign of the prophet*
Jonah.” And He left them and.departed.

THE LEAVEN OF THE PHARISEES
AND SADDUCEES

5Now when His disciples had come to the
other side, they had forgotten to take bread.
5Then Jesus said to them, “Take heed and
beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the
Sadducees.”
7And they reasoned among themselves,
saying, “It is because we have taken no bread.”
8But Jesus, being aware of it, said to them, -
“O you of little faith, why do you reason

‘among yourselves because you have brought

no bread?* °Do you not yet understand, or
remember the five loaves of the five thousand
and how many baskets you took up? °Nor
the seven loaves of the four thousand and how
many large baskets you took up? *How is it
you do not understand that I did not speak to
you concerning bread?—but to beware of the
leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” *2Then .
they understood that He did not tell them to
15:39 NU-Text reads Magadan.. : 16:3 NU-Text

omits Hypocrites,.  16:4 NU-Text omits the prophet.
16:8 NU-Text reads you have no bread.

s R K .
Promotional Copy | NOT FOR RESALE OR DISTRIBUTION

5




beware of the leaven of bread, but of the doc-
- trine of the Pharisees and Sadducees.

PETER CONFESSES JESUS AS
THE CHRIST

13When Jesus came into the region of Cae-
sarea Philippi, He asked His disciples, saying,
“Who do men say thatI, the Son of Man, am?”
1480 they said, “Some say John the Baptist,
some Eh)ah and others Jeremiah or one of the
prophets.”
-~ 15He said to them, “But who do you say that
Tam?”
16Simon Peter answered and said, “You are
the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
17Jesus answered and said to him, “Blessed
are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood
has not revealed this to you, but My Father
who is in heaven. ¥And I also say to you that
you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My
church, and the gates of Hades shall not pre-
vail against it. And I will give you the keys
. of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you
bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed*
in heaven.”
20Then He commanded His disciples that
they should tell no one that He was Jesus the
Christ. '

JESUS PREDICTS HIS DEATH
AND RESURRECTION

21From that time Jesus began to show to His
disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and
suffer many things from the elders and chief
priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised
the third day.

22Then Peter took Him aside and began to
rebuke Him, saying, “Far be'it from You, Lord;
this shall not happen to You!”

23Byt He turned and said to Peter, “Get be-
hind Me, Satan! You are an offense to Me, for
you are not mindful of the things of God, but
the things of men.”

TAKE UP THE CROSS AND
FOLLOW HIM

24Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If any-
one desires to come after Me, let him deny
himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.
25For whoever desires to save his life will lose it,
but whoever loses his life for My sake will find

it. 6For what profit is it to a man if he gains’

the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or
what will a man give in exchange for his soul?
Z7For the Son of Man will come in the glory of
His Father with His angels, and then He will
reward each according to his works. 22“Assur-
edly, I say to you, there are some standing here
who shall not taste death till they see the Son of
Man coming in His kingdom.”

“If anyone deswes to come after a5

. Me, let h|m deny,h|ms,elf, and

JESUS TRANSFIGURED ON THE MOUNT

Now after six days Jesus took Peter,
1 7 James, and John his brother, led them

. up on a high mountain by themselves;
2and He was transfigured before them. His
face shone like the sun, and His clothes became
as white as the light. *And behold, Moses and
Elijah appeared to them, talking with Him.
4Then Peter answered and said to Jesus, “Lord,
it is good for us to be here; if You wish, let us*
make here three tabernacles: one for You, one
for Moses, and one for Elijah.”

SWhile he was still speaking, behold, a bright
cloud overshadowed them; and suddenly a
voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is My
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Hear
Him!” ®And when the disciples heard it, they
fell on their faces and were greatly afraid. 7But
Jesus came and touched them and said, “Arise,

and do not be afraid.” 8When they had lifted up -

their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only.

9Now as they came down from the moun-
tain, Jesus commanded them, saying, “Tell the
vision to no one until the Son of Man is risen
from the dead.” )

1°And His disciples asked Him, saying, -

“Why then do the scribes say that Elijah must

come first?”

Jesus answered and said to them, “In-
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deed, Elijah is coming first* and will restoreall . ,

things. 12But I say to you that Elijjah has come’

already, and they did not know him but did to
him whatever they wished. Likewise the Son
of Man is also about to suffer at their hands.”

13Then the disciples understood that He spoke \

to them of John the Baptist. s

16:19 Or will have been bound. .
loosed .. 17:4 NU-Text reads / will.
omits first.” .
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A BOY IS H‘EAI.ED
1“nAnd whien they had come to the multl—
tude, a.man came to Him, kneeling down to

' Him and saying, **“Lord, have mercy on my

)son, for heisan epileptic* and suffers severely;

for he often falls into the fire and often into the

‘water. 18So I brought him to Your disciples, but

" they could not cure him.”

7Then Jesus answered and said, “O faith-
less and perverse generation, how long shall I
be with you? How long shall I bear with you?

- Bring him here to Me.” '¥And Jesus rebuked

14

the demon, and it came out of him; and the
child was cured from that very hour.

19Then the disciples came to Jesus privately
and said, “Why could we not cast it out?”

2050 Jesus said to them, “Because of your

‘unbelief;* for assuredly, I say to you, if you

have faith as a mustard seed, you will say to
this mountain, ‘Move from here to there, and
it will move; and nothing will be impossible
for you. #*However, this kind does not go out
except by prayer and fasting.” * :

to there and |tW|ll move and o hmg wrll
: be |mpossmle for you. '

JESUS AGAIN PREDICTS HIS DEATH
AND RESURRECTION

22Now while they were staying* in Galilee,
Jesus said to them, “The Son of Man is about
to be betrayed into the hands of men, and
they will kill Him, and the third day He will
be raised up.” And they were exceedingly sor-
rowful.

PETER AND HIS MASTER PAY
THEIR TAXES

2*When they had come to Capernaum,*
those who received the temple tax came to
Peter and said, “Does your Teacher not pay the
temple tax?”

25He said, “Yes.” .

And when-he had come into the house,
Jesus anticipated him, saying, “What do you

think, Simon? From whom do the kings of the

eatth take cu‘stoms‘ or taxes, from their sons or

from strangers?”

26Peter said to Him, “From strangers.”

Jesus said to him, “Then the sons are free.
27Nevertheless, lest we offend them, go to the
sea, cast in a hook, and take the fish that comes
up first. And when you have opened its mouth,
you will find a piece of money;* take that and
give it to them for Me and you.”

WHO IS THE GREATEST?

At that time the disciples came to
1 8 Jesus, saying, “Who then is greatest in
the kingdom of heaven?”
2Then Jesus called a little child to Him, set
him in the midst of them, 3and said, “Assur-
edly, I say to you, unless you are converted and
become as little children, you will by no means
enter the kingdom of heaven. #Therefore who-
ever humbles himself as this little child is the
greatest in the kingdom of heaven. *Whoever
receives one little child like this in My name
receives Me.

JESUS WARNS OF OFFENSES

8“Whoever causes one of these little ones
who believe in Me to sin, it would be better for
him if a millstone were hung around his neck,
and he were drowned in the depth of the sea.
"Woe to the world because of offenses! For
offenses must come, but woe to that man by
whom the offense comes!

8“If your hand or foot causes you to sin, cut
it off and cast it from you. It is better for you
to enter into life lame or maimed, rather than
having two hands or two feet, to be cast into
the everlasting fire. °And if your eye causes .
you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you. It
is better for you to enter into life with one eye,
rather than having two eyes, to be cast into hell
fire.

THE PARABLE OF THE LOST SHEEP -

10“Take heed that you do not despise one of
these little ones, for I say to you that in heaven
their angels always see the face of My Father
who is in heaven. !For the Son of Man has
come to save that which was lost.* )

12What do you think? If a man has a

hundred sheep, and one of them goes astray,

does he not léave the ninety-nine and go to
the mountains to seek the one that is stray-
ing? *And if he should find it, assuredly, I say
to you, he rejoices more over that sheep than
over the ninety-nine that did not go astray.
4Even so it is not the will of your Father who

17:15 Literally moonstruck ~ 17:20 NU-Text reads
little faith. 17:21 NU-Text omits this verse.

17:22 NU-Text reads gathering together. . 17:24NU-
Text reads Capharnaum (here and elsewhere).

17:27 Greek stater, the exact amount to pay the
temple tax [d;drachma] fortwo 18:11 NU-Text
omlts this verse. .
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is in heaven that one of these little ones should

* perish.

DEALING WITH A SINNING BROTHER

15“Moreover if your brother sins against
you, go and tell him his fault between you and
him alone. If he hears you, you have gained
your brother. But if he will not hear, take
with you one or two more, that ‘by the mouth
of two or three witnesses every word may be
established.* Y7 And if he refuses to hear them,
_ tell it to the church. But if he refuses even to
hear the church, let him be to you like a hea-
then and a tax collector.
18Assuredly,. I say to you, whatever you
bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in
heaven.
19“Again I say* to you that if two of you
agree on earth concerning anything that they
ask, it will be done for them by My Father in
heaven. 2°For where two or three are gathered
together in My name, I am there in the midst
" of them.”

THE PARABLE OF THE UNFORGIVING
SERVANT

Zl'Then Peter came to Him and said, “Lord,
how often shall my brother sin against me, and
I forgive him? Up to seven times?”

2Jesus said to him, “T do not say to you, up
to seven times, but up to seventy times seven.
ZTherefore the kingdom of heaven is like a
certain king who wanted to settle accounts
with his servants. 2*And when he had begun
to settle accounts, one was brought to him who
owed him ten thousand talents. 2But as he was
not able to pay, his master commanded that
‘'he be sold, with his wife and children and all
that he had, and that payment be made. 26The
servant therefore fell down before him, saying,

are athered
together in My na"me am there

| in the midst of them."

1 19

FLASHPOINT

FORGIVENESSVN

‘ ] 1, 4L ometlmes
forgiveness is an ongoing process. Think
about asin in your life that you:just-cant
seem to shake. Jesus doesn’t hesitate to
forgive you gach and every time-you do

it. So when someone has hurt you and it - '
- seems too hard to forgive, go ahedd.and -

forgive him oy ligr anyway--not just seven
- times like Peter assumed; butagainand .-
| -again until the hurt is gone.
. For more on‘forgiveness, see Mark 11,
. page [][]U :

‘Master, have patience with me, and T will pay
you all.” 2’Then the master of that servant was
moved with compassion, released him, and
forgave him the debt.

28“But that servant went out and found one
of his fellow servants who owed him a hun-
dred denarii; and he laid hands on him and
took him by the throat, saying, ‘Pay me what
you owe!” 2°So his fellow servant fell down at
his feet* and begged him, saying, ‘Have pa-
tience with me, and I will pay you all.* 3°And
he would not, but went and threw him into
prison till he should pay the debt. *So when
his fellow servants saw what had been done,
they were very grieved, and came and told
their master all that had been done. 32Then his
master, after he had called him, said to him,
“You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt

because you begged me. *3Should you not also-

have had compassion on your fellow servant,
justas T had pity on you?’ 3*And his master was
angry, and delivered him to the torturers until
he should pay all that was due to him.

35“So My heavenly Father also will do to you

if each of you, from his heart, does not forgive -

his brother his trespasses.” *

MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE

Now it-came to pass, when Jesus had-
finished these sayings, that He de-

parted from Galilee and came to the
region of Judea beyond the Jordan. ?And great’
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i -multitudes followed Him, and He healed them .

.. M-TextreadAgain, assured[y Isay:.
* omits at his feet. ¢ NU-Text and M- Texton’;ltall Lo
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18:16 Deuteronomy 19:15
1,8 29 NU- Text.
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3The Pharlsees also came to Hll’l’l, testmg

: Hlm, and sayjng to Him, “Ts it lawful for a man

to dlvorce ‘his wife for just any reason?”

" %And He answered and said to them, “Have
you not read that He who made* them at the
eginning ‘made them male and female,*

Sand said, For this reason a man shall leave

. his father and mother and-be joined to his

wife, and the two shall become one flesh’?
650 then, they are no longer two but one flesh.
Therefore what God has joined together let not

. man separate.”

o
Q\

L
==
h
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"They said to Him, “Why then did Moses
command to give a certificate of divorce, and
to put her away?”

8He said to them, “Moses, because of the
hardness of your hearts, permitted you to

“divorce your wives, but from the beginning

it was not so. °And I say to you, whoever di-
vorces his wife, except for sexual immorality,*
and marries another, commits adultery; and
whoever marries her who is divorced commits
adultery” .

19His disciples said to Him, “If such is the
case of the man with his w1fe, it is better not
to marry.”

JESUS TEACHES ON CELIBACY

HBut He said to them, “All cannot accept
this saying, but only those to whom it has been
given: *2For there are eunuchs who were born
thus from their mother’s womb, and there are
eunuchs who were made eunuchs by men, and
there are eunuchs who have made themselves
eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven’s sake. He
who is able to accept it, let him accept it.”

JESUS BLESSES LITTLE CHILDREN

3Then little children were brought to Him
that He might put His hands on them and pray,
but the disciples rebuked them: *But Jesus
said, “Let the little children come to Me, and
do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom
of heaven.” **And He laid His hands on them
and departed from there.

JESUS COUNSELS THE RICH
YOUNG RULER

16Now behold, one came and said to Him,
“Good* Teacher, what good thing shall I do
that I may have eternal life?”

17So He said to him, “Why do you call Me
good?* No one is good but One, that is, God.*
But if you want to enter into life, keep the com-
mandments.” '

18He said to Him, “Which ones?”
~ Jesus said, ““You shall not murder,” ‘You
shall not commit adultery;,” ‘You shall not steal,’
You shall not bear false witness,” ** Honor
your father andyour mother,* and, You shall
love your neighbor as yourself.””*

2The young man sald to Him, “All these

:thmgs I have kept from my youth.* What do

Istill lack?” )
2lesus said to him, “If you want to be -
perfect, go, sell what you have and give to the
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and
come, follow Me.”
22But when the young man heard that say-

"ing, he went away sorrowful, for he had great

possessmns

WITH GOD ALL THINGS
ARE POSSIBLE

23Then Jesus said to His disciples, “Assur-
edly, I'say to you that it is hard for a rich man to
enter the kingdom of heaven. 2#And again I say
to you, it is easier for a camel to go through the
eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the
kingdom of God.”

#When His disciples heard i, they were
greatly astonished, saying, “Who then can be
saved?”

26But Jesus looked at then and said to them,

“With men this is 1mp0551b1e, but with God all
things are possible.”

W|th men this is impossible; but with God

all thlngs are possmle

27Then Peter answered and said to Him,
“See, we have left all and followed You. There-
fore what shall we have?”

%S0 Jesus said to them, “Assuredly I say to
you, that in the regeneration, when the Son
of Man sits on the throne of His glory, you
who have followed Me will also sit on twelve -
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

29And everyone who has left houses or broth-

ers or sisters or father or mother or wife* or
children or lands, for My name’s sake, shall
receive a hundredfold, and inherit eternal life.
39But many who are first will be last, and the
last first.

19:4 NU-Text reads created. » Genesis 1:27; 5:2

19:5 Genesis 2:24  19:9 Or fornication ~ 19:16 NU-
Text omits Good. 19:17 NU-Text reads Why do

you ask Me about what is good? e NU-Text,reads )
There is One who'is good. 19:19 Exodus 20:12-16;
Deuteronomy 5:16-20 e Leviticus 19:18
Text omits frqm myyourh ) 19:2‘7 NU-Text omits
or wife. .

Promouonal Copy | NOT FOR RESALE OR DISTRIBUTION _

e

19:20 NU- .



THE PARABLE OF THE WORKERS

- INTHE VINEYARD

“For the kingdom of heaven is like
a landowner who went out early in
1 the morning to hire laborers for his
vineyard. 2Now when he had agreed with the
laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them
into his vineyard. *And he went out about the
third hour and saw others standing idle in
the marketplace, “and said to them, ‘You also
go into the vineyard, and whatever is right I
- will give you.” So they went. SAgain he went
out about the sixth and the ninth hour, and
did likewise. ®And about the eleventh hour he
went out and found others standing idle,* and
said to them, ‘Why have you been standing
here idle all day?’ "They said to him, ‘Because
no one hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go
into the v1neyard and whatever is right you
will receive.*
8“So when evening had come, the owner of
the vineyard said to his steward, ‘Call the la-
. borers and give them their wages, beginning
with the last to the first’ °And when those
came who were hired about the eleventh hour,
they each received a denarius. 1°But when the
first came, they supposed that they would re-
ceive more; and they likewise received each
a denarius. And when they had received if,
they complained against the landowner, *2say-
ing, ‘“These last men have worked only one
hour, and you made them equal to us who have
borne the burden and the heat of the day.’ **But
he answered one of them and said, ‘Friend, I
am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree
with me for a denarius? 4Take what is yours
and go your way. I wish to give to this last man
the same as to you. *Is it not lawful for me to
‘do what I wish with my own thlngs? Or is your
eye evil because I am good?’ 16So the last will
be first, and the first last. For many are called,
but few chosen:” *

JESUS ATHIRD TIME PREDICTS HIS
DEATH AND RESURRECTION

17Now Jesus, going up to Jerusalem, took
the twelve disciples aside on the road and said
to them, *8“Behold, we are going up to Jerusa-
lem, and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the
chief priests and to the scribes; and they will
condemn Him to death, °and deliver Him to
the Gentiles to mock and to scourge and to
crucify. And the third day He will rise again.”

GREATNESS IS SERVING

" 2%Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came
to Him with her sons, kneeling down and ask-
ing something from Him.

21And He said to her, “What do you w1sh7”

She said to Him, “Grant that these two sons
of mine may sit, one on Your right hand and
the other on the left, in Your klngdom

FLA HPUINT

Even after
spending several years as two of Jesus
closest fnends—travelmg With Him,
servmg with Him, and listening to Him
teach—James and John didn't getit. They
wanted Jesus to promise them a place of
importance; power, and prestige: When :

* Hedidn’t, they were mad. Then Jesus
" other friends heard what Jamés:ang
| wanted; and they were mad. That's what
aselfish, self-centered atfitude does—it -
eads to anger, then jealousy, then other
o hirtful thlngs :
{ fishness, seé

22But Jesus answered and said, “You do not
know what you ask. Are you able to drink the
cup that I am about to drink, and be baptized
with the baptism that I am baptized with?” *

They said to Him, “We are able.”

2350 He said to them, “You will indeed drink
My cup, and be baptized with the baptism that
I am baptized with;* but to sit on My right
hand and on My left is not Mine to give, but it is
for those for whom it is prepared by My Father.”

24And when the ten heard i, they were
greatly displeased with the two brothers. 2°But
Jesus called them to Himself and said, “You
know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over
them, and those who are great exercise author--
ity over them. ?Yet it shall not be so among
you; but whoever desires to become great
among you, let him be your servant. 2’And
whoever desires to be first among you, let him
be your slave— 23just as the Son of Man did not

come to be served, but to serve, and to give His -

life a ransom for many.

TWO BLIND MEN RECEIVE

- THEIR SIGHT - -

2Now as they went out of ]erlcho, a great
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multitude followed Him. 3°And behold, two; .

blind men sitting by the road, ‘when theyheard - T

baptlsm that/am baptlzed w:th )

20:6 NU-Text omits idle.
tast clause of this verse.
last sentence of this verse.
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with. " 20:23 NU-Text omits and be bapt/,zsd W/th the
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o they should be quiet; but they cried out all the-
* more, saying, “Have mercy on us, O Lord, Son
" lof David!”

that ]esus Was -passing by, cried out saying,
Have mercy. pn us, O Lord, Son of David!”
" 3'Then the, multitude warned them that

3280 Jesus stood still and called them, and

. said, “What do you want Me to do for you?”

33They said to Him, “Lord, that our eyes
may be opened.” 34So Jesus had compassion
and touched their eyes. And immediately their

_ eyes received sight, and they followed Him.
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THE TRIUMPHAL ENTRY

Now when they drew near Jerusa-
lem, and came to Bethphage, at the
Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two
disciples, 2saying to them, “Go into the village
opposite you, and immediately you will find a
donkey tied, and a colt with her. Loose them
and bring them to Me. 3And if anyone says
anything to you, you shall say, “The Lord has
need of them,” and immediately he will send
them.”
4All* this was done that it might be fulfilled
which was spoken by the prophet, saying:

5 “Tell the daughter of Zion,
‘Behold, your King is coming to you,
Lowly; and sitting on a donkey;
A colt, the foal of a donkey.”*

650 the disciples went and did as Jesus
commanded them. “They brought the donkey
and the colt, laid their clothes on them, and
set Him* on them. #And a very great multi-
tude spread their clothes on the road; others
cut down branches from the trees and spread
them on the road. °Then the multitudes who
went before and those who followed cried out,
saying:

“Hosanna to the Son of David!
‘Blessedis He who comes in the name of
the LorD!'*
Hosanna in the highest!”

1°And when He had come into Jerusalem,
all the city was moved, saying, “Who is this?”

1150 the multitudes said, “This is Jesus, the
prophet from Nazareth of Galilee.”

JESUS CLEANSES THE TEMPLE

2Then Jesus went into the temple of God*
and drove out all those who bought and sold
in the temple, and overturned the tables of the
money changers and the seats of those who sold
doves. *And He said to them, “It is written,
My house shall be called a house of prayer,*
but you have made ita ‘den of thieves.””*

* Then the blind and the lame came to Him
in the temple, and He healed them. **But when
the chief priests and scribes saw the wonder-
ful things that He did, and the children crying

out in the temple and saylng, “Hosanna to the

:Son of Dav1d"’ they were indignant *6and said

to Him, * ‘Do You hear what these are saying?”
And Jesus said to them “Yes. Have you -
never read, -

‘Out of the mouth of babes and nursmg
infants
You have perfected praise’?”*

17Then He left them and werit out of the city
to Bethany, and He lodged there.

THE FIG TREE WITHERED

8Now in the morning, as He returned to
the city, He was hungry. °And seeing a fig tree
by the road, He came to it and found nothing
on it but leaves, and said to it, “Let no fruit
grow on you ever again.” Immediately the fig
tree withered away.

THE LESSON OF THE WITHERED
FIG TREE

20And when the disciples saw it, they mar-
veled, saying, “How did the fig tree wither
away so soon?”

2180 Jesus answered and said to them, “As-
suredly, I say to you, if you have faith and do
not doubt, you will not only-do what was done
to the fig tree, but also if you say to this moun-
tain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea, it
will be done. 22And whatever things you ask in
prayer, believing, you will receive.”

SPARKS

Whatever things you ask.in pfayer
bellevmg you will recen(e

JESUS” AUTHORITY QUESTIONED

23Now when He came into the temple, the
chief priests and the elders of the people con-
fronted Him as He was teaching, and said, “By
what authority are You doing these things?
And who gave You this authority?”

24But Jesus answered and said to them, “I
also will ask you one thing, which if you tell
Me, I likewise will tell you by what authority I

21:1 M-Text reads Bethsphage.  2T:4 NU-Text
omits All.  +21:5 Zechariah 9:9 ~ 21:7.NU-Text.
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do these things: 25The baptism of John—where

- was it from? From heaven or from men?”

And they reasoned among themselves, say-
ing, “If we say, ‘From heaven, He will say to us,
‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we
say, From men, we fear the multitude, for all
count John as a prophet.” 2’So they answered
Jesus and said, “We do not know.”

And He said to them, “Neither will I tell you
by what authority I do these things.

- THE PARABLE OF THE TWO SONS

28“But what do you think? A man had two
sons, and he came to the first and said, ‘Son,
go, work today in my vineyard.’ 2He answered
and said, Twill not, but afterward he regretted
it and went. 3°Then he came to the second and
said likewise. And he answered and said, ‘I go,
sir, but he did not go- 31Which of the two d1d
the will of his father?”

They said to Him, “The first.”

Jesus said to them, “Assuredly, I say to you
that tax collectors and harlots enter the king-

" dom of God before you. 32For John came to

you in the way of righteousness, and you did
not believe him; but tax collectors and harlots
believed him; and when you saw it, you did not
afterward relent and believe him.

THE PARABLE OF THE WICKED
VINEDRESSERS

33“Hear another parable: There was a cer-
tain landowner who planted a vineyard and
set a hedge around it, dug a winepress in it and
built a tower. And he leased it to vinedress-
ers and went into a far country. **Now when
vintage-time drew near, he sent his servants
to the vinedressers, that they might receive
its fruit. 3And the vinedressers took his ser-
vants, beat one, killed one, and stoned another.
36 Again he sent other servants, more than the
first, and they did likewise to them. 37 Then last
of all he sent his son to them, saying, “They will
respect my son.” *¥But when the vinedressers
saw the son, they said among themselves, ‘This
is the heir. Come, let us kill him and seize his
inheritance.’ 3°So they took him and cast him
out of the vineyard and killed him.

40“Therefore, when the owner of the vine-
yard comes, what willhe do to those vinedress-
ers?”

“IThey said to Him, “He will destroy those

wicked men miserably, and lease his vineyard.

to other vinedressers who will render to him
the fruits in their seasons.”

4?Jesus said to them, “Have you never read
in the Scriptures:

‘The stone which the’ buz]ders,re]ected
Has become the chief cornerstone.
This was the LorRD’s doing, .

And it is marvelous in our eyes’ *
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“**“Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of
God will be taken from you and. given to a
nation bearing the fruits of it. **And who-
ever falls on this stone will be broken; but on
whomever it falls, it will grind him to powder.”

45Now when the chief priests and Pharisees
heard His parables, they perceived that He was
speaking of them. *But when they sought to
lay hands on Him, they feared the multitudes,
because they took Him for a prophet.

THE PARABLE OF THE WEDDING FEAST

And Jesus answered and spoke to
2 2 them again by parables and said:
2“The kingdom of heaven is like a cer-

tain king who arranged a marriage for his son,
3and sent out his servants to call those who
were invited to the wedding; and they were not
willing to come. “Again, he sent out other ser-
vants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, “See,
I have prepared my dinner; my oxen and fatted
cattle arekilled, and all things are ready. Come
to the wedding.”” *But they made light of it and
went their ways, one to his own farm, another
to his business. °And the rest seized his ser-
vants, treated them spitefully, and killed them.
7But when the king heard about it, he was fu-
rious. And he sent out his armies, destroyed
those murderers, and burned up their city.
8Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding
is ready, but those who were invited were not
worthy. ®Therefore go into the highways, and
as many as you find, invite to the wedding’
1050 those servants went out into the highways
and gathered together all whom they found,
both bad and good. And the wedding hall was
filled with guests.

11“But when the king came in to see the
guests, he saw a man there who did not have
on a wedding garment. *2So he said to him,
‘Friend, how did you come in here without a
wedding garment?” And he was speechless.
13Then the king said to the servants, ‘Bind him
hand and foot, take him away, and* cast him’
into outer darkness; there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.

14“For many are called, but few are chosen.”

THE PHARISEES: IS IT LAWFUL TO PAY
TAXES TO CAESAR?

15Then the Pharisees went and plotted how
they might entangle Him in His talk. **And

they sent to Him their disciples with the Hero-

dians, saying, “Teacher, we know that You are
true, and teach the way of God in truth; nor do
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You care about anyone, for You do not regard .
the person of men. 7 Tell us, therefore, what do

“You think? Is it lawful to pay taxes to: Caesar, i

or not?”

18Byt Jesus perceived their w1ckedness and e

22:13NU- Text om|ts take
him away and.
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. 1nscr1pt1on is this?”

sa1d Why ‘do - you test Me, you hypocrltes? :
: 1‘-”Show Me t}g,e tax money.”

S0 they brought Him a denarius.

" 29A1id He said to them, “Whose image and:
21They said to Him, “Caesar’s.”

And He said to them, “Render therefore to

. ‘Caesar the things that are - Caesar’s, and to God

the things that are God’s.” 2When they had
heard these words, they marveled, and left Him
and went their way.

~ THE SADDUCEES: WHAT ABOUT

o~
—

=

THE RESURRECTION?

2The same day the Sadducees, who say
there is no resurrection, came to Him and

‘asked Him, #*saying: “Teacher, Moses said

that if a man dies, having no children, his
brother shall marry his wife and raise up off-
spring for his brother. 2*Now there were with
us seven brothers. The first died after he had
married, and having no offspring, left his wife
to his brother. 26Likewise the second also, and
the third, even to the seventh. ?’Last of all the
woman died also. 2®Therefore, in the resurrec-
tion, whose wife of the seven will she be? For
they all had her.” :

29Jesus answered and said to them, “You are
mistaken, not knowing the Scriptures nor the
power of God. *°For in the resurrection they
neither marry nor are given in marriage, but
are like angels of God* in heaven. 3!But con-
cerning the resurrection of the dead, have you
not read what was spoken to you by God, say-
ing, 327 am the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob’® God is not the
God of the dead, but of the living.” 3*And when
the multitudes heard this, they were aston-
ished at His teaching.

THE SCRIBES: WHICH IS THE FIRST
COMMANDMENT OF ALL?

34But when the Pharisees heard that He had
silenced the Sadducees, they gathered togeth-
er. 3*Then one of them, a lawyer, asked Him a
question, testing Him, and saying, 36“Teacher,
which is the great commandment in the law?”

37Jesus said to him, “You shall love the

Lorp your God with all your heart, with all

your soul, and with all your mind.* 3®This is
the first and great commandment. 3¥°And the
second is like it: You shall love your neighbor
as yourself.* 4°0n these two commandments
hang all the Law and the Prophets.”

JESUS: HOW CAN DAVID CALL HIS
DESCENDANT LORD?

“!While the Pharisees were gathered to-
gether, Jesus asked them, “?saying; “What do
you think about the Christ? Whose Son is He?”

They said to Him, “The Son of David.”

s

“43He said to them, “How then does David in
the Spirit call Him ZLord, saying:

44 ‘The LoRrD said to my LORD,
- “Sit at My right hand,
Till I make Your enemies Your
footstool”’?*

“451f David then calls Him Zord, how is He his

Son?” #6And no one was able to answer Him
a word, nor from that day on did anyone dare
question Him anymore.

WOE TO THE SCRIBES AND PHARISEES

Then Jesus spoke to the multitudes
23 and to His disciples, 2saying: “The

scribes and the Pharisees sit in
Moses’ seat. 3Therefore whatever they tell you
to observe,* that observe and do, but do not
do according to their works; for they say, and
do not do. *For they bind heavy burdens, hard
to bear, and lay them on men’s shoulders; but
they themselves will not move them with one
of their fingers. *But all their works they do to
be seen by men. They make their phylacteries
broad and enlarge the borders of their gar-
ments. 6They love the best places at feasts, the
best seats in the synagogues, “greetings in the
marketplaces, and to be called by men, ‘Rabbi,
Rabbi.’ ®But you, do not be called ‘Rabbi’; for
One is your Teacher, the Christ,* and you are
all brethren. ®Do not call anyone on earth
your father; for One is your Father, He who
is in heaven. '°And do not be called teachers;
for One is your Teacher, the Christ. *But he
who is greatest among you shall be your ser-
vant. 2And whoever exalts himself will be

22:30 NU-Text omits of God.  22: 32 Exodus 3:6, 15 .
22:37 Deuteronomy 6:5  22:39 Leviticus 19:18
22:44 Psalm 110:1 23:3 NU-Text omits to observe.
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humbled and he who humbles himself will be

. exalted.

13“But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! For you shut up the kingdom of
heaven against men; for you neither go in your-
selves, nor do you allow those who are entering
to go in. M*Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! For you devour widows™ houses,
and for a pretense make long prayers. There-
fore you will receive greater condemnation.*
15“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypo-
~ crites! For you travel land and sea to win one
proselyte, and when he is won, you make him
twice as much a son of hell as yourselves.
16“Woe to you, blind guides, who say,

‘Whoever swears by the temple, it is nothing;
but whoever swears by the gold of the temple,
he is obliged to perform it. 77Fools and blind!
For which is greater, the gold or the temple
that sanctifies* the gold? ®And, ‘Whoever
swears by the altar, it is nothing; but whoever
swears by the gift that is on it, he is obliged
to perform it **Fools and blind! For which

+ is greater, the gift or the altar that sanctifies
the gift? °Therefore he who swears by the al-
tar, swears by it and by all things on it. 2'He
who swears by the temple, swears by it and by
Him who dwells* in it. 22And he who swears
by heaven, swears by the throne of God and by
Him who sits on it.

2“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypo-
crites! For you pay tithe of mint and anise and
cummin, and have neglected the weightier
matters of the law: justice and mercy and faith.
These you ought to have done, without leaving
the others undone. 2*Blind guides, who strain
out a gnat and swallow a camel!

_ 25“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypo-
crites! For you cleanse the outside of the cup
‘and dish, but inside they are full of extortion
and self-indulgence.* 2°Blind Pharisee, first
cleanse the inside of the cup and dish, that the
outside of them may be clean also.

27“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypo-
crites! For you are like whitewashed tombs
which indeed appear beautiful outwardly,
but inside are full of dead men’s bones and all
uncleanness. 22Even so you also outwardly ap-
pear righteous to men, but inside you are full of
hypocrisy and lawlessness.

-2“Woe to you, scribes and Pharlsees,
hypocrltes' Because you build the tombs of
the prophets and adorn the monuments of the
righteous, *and say, ‘If we had lived in the days

of our fathers, we would not have been partak-

ers with them in the blood of the prophets.’

* 3Therefore you are witnesses against
yourselves that you are sons of those who mur-
dered the prophets. 32Fill up; then, the mea-
sure of your fathers’ guilt. 33Serpents, brood of
vipers! How can you escape the condemnation
of hell? *Therefore, indeed, I send you proph-
ets, wise men, and scrlbes some of them you
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will kill and crucify, and some e of them you
will scourge in your synagogues and persecute
from city to city, 35that on you may come all
the righteous blood shed on the earth, from the
blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zecha-
riah, son of Berechiah, whom you murdered
between the temple and the altar. 36Assuredly,
I say to you, all these things will come upon
this generation.

JESUS LAMENTS OVER JERUSALEM

370 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills
the prophets and stones those who are sent to
her! How often I wanted to gather your children
together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her
wings, but you were not willing! 38See! Your
house is left to you desolate; **for I say to you,
you shall see Me no more till you say, Blessed
is He who comes in the name of the LORD!”*

JESUS PREDICTS THE DESTRUCTION
OF THE TEMPLE

Then Jesus went out and departed
2 from the temple, and His disciples

came up to show Him the buildings
of the temple. 2And Jesus said to them, “Do you
not see all these things? Assuredly, I say to you,
not one stone shall be left here upon another,
that shall not be thrown down.”

THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES AND
THE END OF THE AGE

3Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the
disciples came to Him privately, saying, “Tell
us, when will these things be? And what will
be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of
theage?”

4And ]esus answered and said to them:
“Take heed that no one deceives you. SFor
many will come in My name, saying, T am
the Christ, and will deceive many. ®And you
will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that
you are not troubled; for all* these things must
come to pass, but the end is not yet. ’For nation
will rise against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom. And there will be famines, pesti-
lences,* and earthquakes in various places.
8All these are the beginning of sorrows.

9“Then they will deliver you up to tribulation

andkill you, and you will be hated by all nations
for My name’s sake. 1°And then many will be
offended, will betray one another, and will hate
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one another. **Then many false prophets will- -

rise up and deceive many. 2And because law-
lessness will abound, the love of many will grow

cold. 13But he who endures to the end shallbe . -~
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'm [][] preached in all t,he world as a witness to all the

natmns, and Q}en the end will come.

F

‘THE GREAT TRIBULATION

.+ 15“Therefore when you see the 2bomina-
" tion of desolation,* spoken of by Daniel the

", prophet, standing in the holy place” (whoever

. reads, let him understand), 6“then let those
who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 7Let
him who is on the housetop not go down
to take anything out of his house. ®*And let

- him who is in the field not go back to get his
clothes. °But woe to those who are pregnant
and to those who are nursing babies in those
days! 2°And pray that your flight may not be in
winter or on the Sabbath. 2*For then there will
be great tribulation, such as has not been since
-the beginning of the world until this time, no,
nor ever shall be. 22And unless those days were
shortened, no flesh would be saved; but for the
elect’s sake those days will be shortened.

Z“Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is
the Christ!” or “There!’ do not believe it. 2*For
false christs and false prophets will rise and
show great signs and wonders to deceive, if

L&D possible, even the elect. 25See, I have told you
« beforehand.
26“Therefore if they say to you, ‘Look, He
€ is in the desert!” do not go out; or ‘Look, He is
in the inner rooms!” do not believe it. 2’For as
the lightning comes from the east and flashes
L) to the west, so also will the coming of the Son
of Man be. 28For wherever the carcass is, there
|_ the eagles will be gathered together.

.~< THE COMING OF THE SON OF MAN

= 2“Immediately after the tribulation of

those days the sun will be darkened, and the

moon will not give its light; the stars will fall

from heaven, and the powers of the heavens

will be shaken. 3°Then the sign of the Son of

Man will appear in heaven, and then all the

tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see

the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven

with power and great glory. **And He will send

His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and

they will gather together His elect from the four
winds, from one end of heaven to the other.

THE PARABLE OF THE FIG TREE

32“Now learn this parable from the fig tree: -

When its branch has already become tender
and puts forth leaves, you know that summer
is near. 33So you also, when you see all these
things, know that it* is near—at the doors!
34Assuredly, I say to you, this generation will
by no means pass away till all these things take
place. **Heaven and earth will pass away, but
My words will by no means pass away.

NO ONE KNOWS THE DAY OR HOUR

36“But of that day and hour no one knows,
not even the angels of heaven,* but My Father

:only 37But as the days of Noah were, so also

will the coming of the Son of Man be. 38For as
in the days before the flood, they were eating -

- and drinking, marrying and giving in mar-

riage, until the day that Noah entered the ark,
3%and did not know until the flood came and
took them all away, so also will the coming of

“the Son of Man be. 4°Then two men will be in

the field: one will be taken and the other left.
“1Two women will be grinding at the mill:
one will be taken and the other left. ?Watch
therefore, for you do not know what hour*
your Lord is coming. “*But know this, that if
the master of the house had known what hour
the thief would come, he would have watched
and not allowed his house to be broken into.
“44Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of
Man is.coming at an hour you do not expect.

THE FAITHFUL SERVANT AND
THEEVIL SERVANT

4“Who then is a faithful and wise ser-
vant, whom his master made ruler over his
household, to give them food in due season?
46Blessed is that servant whom his master,
when he comes, will find so doing. 47Assur-
edly, I say to you that he will make him ruler
over all his goods. “®But if that evil servant says
in his heart, ‘My master is delaying his com-
ing,* *%and begins to beat his fellow servants,
and to eat and drink with the drunkards, °the
master of that servant will come on a day when
he is not looking for him and at an hour that he
is-not aware of, *'and will cut him in two and
appoint him his portion with the hypocrites.
There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

THE PARABLE OF THE WISE AND
FOOLISH VIRGINS

1“Then the kingdom of heaven shall
' be likened to ten virgins who took

their lamps and went out to meet the

24:15 Daniel 11:31;12:11  24:33 0Or He
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Heaven and earth will:pass away, but My
words will by no means pass away.
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bridegroom. 2Now five of them were wise, and
five were foolish. *Those who were foolish took
~ their lamps and took no oil with them, *but the
wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps.
5But while the bridegroom was delayed they
all slumbered and slept.
6“And at midnight a cry was heard: ‘Be-
hold, the bridegroom is coming;* go out to
meet him!” “Then all those virgins arose and
trimmed their lamps. 8And the foolish said
to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our
~ lamps are going out.’ *But the wise answered,
saying, ‘No, lest there should not be enough
for us and you; but go rather to those who sell,
and buy for yourselves.” 1°And while they went
to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who
were ready went in with him to the wedding;
and the door was shut.

- M“Afterward the other virgins came also,
saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open to us!” '?But he an-
swered and said, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, I do
not know you.’

13“Watch therefore, for you know neither
- the day nor the hour* in which the Son of Man
iscoming.

THE PARABLE OF THE TALENTS

14“For the kingdom of heaven is like a man
traveling to a far country, who called his own
servants and delivered his goods to them.
15And to one he gave five talents, to another
two, and to another one, to each according to
his own ability; and immediately he went on
ajourney. *¢Then he who had received the five
talents went and traded with them, and made
another five talents. ”And likewise he who
had received two gained two more also. ®But
he who had received one went and dug in the
ground, and hid his lord’s money. °After a
Tlong time the lord of those servants came and
settled accounts with them.

20So he who had received five talents came
and brought five other talents, saying, ‘Lord,
you delivered to me five talents; look; I have
gained five more talents besides them. 2'His
lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful
servant; you were faithful over a few things, I
will make you ruler over many things. Enter
into the joy of your lord. 2?He also who had
received two talents came and said, ‘Lord, you
delivered to me two talents; look, I have gained
two more talents besides them.’ 2*His lord said
to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant;
you have been faithful over a few things, I will
make you ruler over many things. Enter 1nto
the joy of your lord.
" 2%“Then he who had received the one talent
came and said, ‘Lord, I knew you to be a-hard
man, reaping where you have not sown, and
gathering where you have not scattered seed.
#5And I was afraid, and went and hid your tal-
ent in the ground. Look, there you have what
isyours.

ho[y. .

FLA HPUINT

Some of the
kind deeds in these verses might séem
overwhelmmg to you. Afteralt, maybe you
haven't had any opportunities to visita
person in prison. But the idea is that when
we care for people who are struggling,
we're caring-for Jesus. That's how God
+ sees it./And people are struggllng all
" around us. S0, help the,guy whio
that'girla tissue. Start -
each day by praymg Lord, help me notice:
- thepeaple who need me today, and give me
¥ cnurage to'he kind. : )
" ndness see Act 0,

26“But.his lord answered and said to him,
“You wicked and lazy servant, you knew that I
reap where Thave not sown, and gather where I
have not scattered seed. 2’So you ought to have
deposited my money with the bankers, and at
my coming I would have received back my own
with interest. 2 Therefore take the talent from
him, and give if to him who has ten talents.

2For to everyone who has, more will be
given, and he will have abuhdance; but from
him who does not have, even what he has will
be taken away. 3°And cast the unprofitable
servant into the outer darkness. There will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

THE SON OF MAN WILL JUDGE
THE NATIONS

31“When the Son of Man comes in His glo-
ry, and all the holy* angels with Him, then He
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will sit on the throne of His glory. 32All the na- -

tions will be gathered before Him, and He will
separate them one from another, as a shepherd
divides his sheep from the goats. **And He will

set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats. .

on the left. 3*Then the King will say to. those

on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My

Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you‘ e .
from the foundation of the world: 33for I was

‘hungry and you gave Me food; T was thmsty )
and you gave Me drink; I was afstranger and

25:6 NU-Text omits is coming. 25 111 NU- Text

omits the rest of this verse.
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you took Me‘m, 351 was naked and you clothed
‘ef‘I’ was s1gk and you visited Me; [ was in
pnson and you came to Me
37“Then the righteous will answer Him,

. saymg, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry

i

'and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink?
38When did we s¢e You a stranger and take You

. in, or naked and clothe You?3°0r when did we

see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’
40And the King will answer and say to them,
‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did

it to one of the least of these My brethren, you

3
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did it to Me.

Inasmuch as you did it to.one of the least

of these My brethren, you didit:to Me.

-41“Then He will also say to those on the left
hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the
everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his
angels: *?for I was hungry and you gave Me no
food; I was thirsty and you gave Me no drink;
43] was a stranger and you did not take Me in,
naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and in
prison and you did not visit Me.”

44“Then theyalso will answer Him,* saying,
‘Lord, when did we see You hungry or thirsty
or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison,
and did not minister to You? 45Then He will
answer them, saying, ‘Assuredly, I say to you,
inasmuch as you did not do it to one of the least
of these, you did not do it to Me.’ “And these
will go away into everlasting pumshment but
the righteous into eternal life.”

THE PLOT TO KILL JESUS

Now it came to pass, when Jesus had

2 6 finished all these sayings, that He

said to His disciples, 2“You know that

after two days is the Passover, and the Son of
Man will be delivered up to be crucified.”

~ 3Then the chief priests, the scribes,* and the

elders of the people assembled at the palace of

the high priest, who was called Caiaphas, *and

plotted to take- ]esus by trickery and kill Him.
*But they said, “Not during the feast, lest there

bean uproar among the people

:THE VANOINTING,AT BETHANY

6And when Jesus was in Bethany at the
house of Simon the leper, 7a woman came to
Him having an alabaster flask of very costly
fragrant oil, and she poured it on His head
as He sat at the table. ®But when His disciples

_saw it, they were indignant, saying, “Why this

waste? °For this fragrant oil m1ght have been
sold for much and given to the poor.”

10But when Jesus was aware of if, He said to
them, “Why do you trouble the woman? For
she has done a good work for Me. *'For you
have the poor with you always, but Me you do
not have always. *2For in pouring this fragrant
oil on My body, she did it for My burial. **As-
suredly, I say to you, wherever this gospel is
preached in the whole world, what this woman
has done will also be told as a memorial to her.”

JUDAS AGREES TO BETRAY JESUS

4Then one of the twelve, called Judas Iscar-
iot, went to the chief priests 5and said, “What
are you willing to give me if I deliver Him to
you?” And they counted out to him thirty
pieces of silver. 16So from that time he sought
opportunity to betray Him.

JESUS CELEBRATES PASSOVER
WITH HIS DISCIPLES

17Now on the first day of the Feast of Un-
leavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus,

26:3 NU-Text

25:44 NU-Text and M-Text omit Him.
omits the scribes.

FLASHPOINT

Does God really
care how we treat others, espemally those
in need? I this passage, Jesus tells us
what will happen if we neglect the poor.
He says people who see those in:need
and help them will be given their:reward.
Those who'neglect people in need will

 be separated from Him forever. He says
" something profound in this story '
did not;do'it to.one of ‘theleast of these, .
- you did not doittoMe” (v.45). Jesus - -
- says when we ignore those in need, we
< ignore Him. : :
- For moréon 60d sJust/ce seeTi
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saying to Him, “Where do You want us to pre-
pare for You t0 eat the Passover?”
18And He said, “Go into the city to a certain
man, and say to him, ‘The Teacher says, “My
time is at hand; I will keep the Passover at your
house with My disciples.””
19G0 the disciples did as Jesus had directed
them; and they prepared the Passover.
20When evening had come, He sat down
with the twelve. 2'Now as they were eating, He
said, “Assuredly, I say to you, one of you will
~ betray Me.”
2And they were exceedingly sorrowful,
and each of them began to say to Him, “Lord,
isitI?”
2He answered and said, “He who dipped
his hand with Me in the dish will betray Me.
24The Son of Man indeed goes just as it is
written of Him, but woe to that man by whom
the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have
been good for that man if he had not been
born.”
#5Then Judas, who was betraying Him, an-
- swered and said; “Rabbi, is it I?”
- He said to him, “You have said it.”

JESUS INSTITUTES THE LORD’S SUPPER

26And as they were eating, Jesus took bread,
blessed* and broke it, and gave it to the dis-
ciples and said, “Take, eat; this is My body.”

27Then He took the cup, and gave thanks,
and gave if to them, saying, “Drink from it, all
of you. 2For this is My blood of the new* cov-
enant, which is shed for many for the remis-
sion of sins. 2?But I say to you, I will not drink
of this fruit of the vine from now on until that
day when I drink it new with you in My Fa-
ther’s kingdom.”

30And when they had sung a hymn, they
‘went out to the Mount of Olives. '

JESUS PREDICTS PETER’S DENIAL

31Then Jesus said to them, “All of you will
be made to stumble because of Me this night,
for it is written:

Twill strike the Shepherd,
And the sheep of the flock will be
scattered*

32But after I have been raised, I will go before
you to Galilee.”

33Peter answered and said to Him, ¢ Even 1f
all are made to stumble because of You, I will
never be made to stumble.”

34Jesus said to him, “Assuredly, I say to you'

that this night, before the rooster Crows, you
will deny Me three times.”

35Peter said to Him, “Even if I have to die
with You, I will not deny You!”

And so said all the disciples.

THE PRAYER IN THE GARDEN

36Then Jesus came with them to -a'plac'e

‘-AAnd as they w‘ j.e eatmg Jesus
. took bread blessed and brokei
- and gave it to the disciples and

. said, "Take, eat; t

called Gethsemane, and said to the disciples,
“Sit here while I go and pray over there.” 3 And
He took with Him Peter and the two sons of
Zebedee, and He began to be sorrowful and
deeply distressed. *Then He said to them, “My
soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to death.
Stay here and watch with Me.”

3%He went a little farther and fell on His
face, and prayed, saying, “O My Father, if it is
possible, let this cup pass from Me; neverthe-
less, not as T will, but as You will.”

40Then He came to the disciples and found
them sleeping, and said to Peter, “What! Could
you not watch with Me one hour? 'Watch and
pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit
indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.”

42Again, a second time, He went away and
prayed, saying, “O My Father, if this cup can-
not pass away from Me unless* I drink it, Your
will be done.” **And He came and found them
asleep again, for their eyes were heavy.

4450 He left them, went away again, and
prayed the third time, saying the same words.
“5Then He came to His disciples and said to
them, “Are you still sleeping and resting? Be-

1003
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hold, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man -

is being betrayed into the hands of sinners.
“6Rise, let us be going. See, My betrayer is at
hand.”

BETRAYAL AND ARREST IN
GETHSEMANE :

47And while He was still speakmg, behold‘ [ '

priests and elders of the people. .z, .

L 26:26 M-Text reads gave [hanks fof 26 28 NU Text
* omits new.

26:31 Zechariah 137 126:42. NU
Text r‘eads if. thls maynotpass away unless

Judas, one of the twelve, with a great multitude
with swords and clubs, came from the chlef o
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“Now Hts betrayer had given them a sign,
ever I kiss, He is the One; seize
Him.” “9Immed1ately he went up to Jesus and
“'said, “Greetlngs, Rabbi!” and kissed Him.
"‘_ 59But Jesus said to him, “Friend, why have
'you come?”

Then they came and laid hands on Jesus

. rand took Him. 5*And suddenly, one of those

O

N

—
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who were with Jesus stretched out his hand and
drew his sword, struck the servant of the high
priest, and cut off his ear.

52But Jesus said to him, “Put your-sword in
its place, for all who take the sword will perish*
by the sword. 330r do you think that I cannot
now pray to My Father, and He will provide
Me with more than twelve legions of angels?
54How then could the Scriptures be fulfilled,

-that it must happen thus?”

55In that hour Jesus said to the multi-
tudes, “Have you come out, as against a rob-
ber, with swords and clubs to take Me? I sat
daily with you, teaching in the temple, and
you did not seize Me. 56But all this was done
that the Scriptures of the prophets mlght be
fulfilled.”

Then all the disciples forsook Him and fled.

~3F /
<o JESUS FACES THE SANHEDRIN

57And those who had laid hold of Jesus led
Him away to Caiaphas the high priest, where
the scribes and the elders were assembled.
8But Peter followed Him at a distance to the
high priest’s courtyard. And he went in and sat
with the servants to see the end.

5Now the chief priests, the elders* and
all the council sought false testimony against
Jesus to put Him to death, ®°but found none.
Even though many false witnesses came for-
ward, they found none.* But at last two false
witnesses* came forward ®'and said, “This
fellow said, Tam able to destroy the temple of
God and to build it in three days.””

52And the high priest arose and said to Him,
“Do You answer nothing? What is it these men
testify against You?” ®3But Jesus kept silent.
And the high priest answered and said to Him,
“I put You under oath by the living God: Tell us
if You are the Christ, the Son of God!”

54Jesus said to him, “If is as you said. Nev-
ertheless, I say to you, hereafter you will see
the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the
Power, and coming on the clouds of heaven.”

5Then the high priest tore his clothes, say-
ing, “He has spoken blasphemy! What further
need do we have of witnesses? Look, now you
have heard His blasphemy! *What do you
think?”

- They answered and said, “He is deserving

of death.”

67Then they spat in His face and beat Him;
and others struck Him with the palms of their
hands, ®®saying, “Prophesy to us, Christ! Who

is the one who struck You?”

:PEfE'R DEN‘I‘ES JESUS, AND

WEEPS BITTERLY

89Now Peter sat outside in the courtyard.
And a servant girl came to him, saying, “You
also were with Jesus of Galilee.”

70But he denied it before them all saying, “I

-do not know what you are saying.”

71And when he had gone out to the gateway,
another girl saw him and said to those who
were there, “This fellow also was with Jesus of
Nazareth.”

72But again he denied with an oath, “I do
not know the Man!”

73And a little later those who stood by came
up and said to Peter, “Surely you also are one of
them, for your speech betrays you.”

" 74Then he began to curse and swear, saying,
“I'do not know the Man!”

Immediately a rooster crowed. 7>And Peter
remembered the word of Jesus who had said to
him, “Before the rooster crows, you will deny Me
three times.” So he went out and wept bitterly.

JESUS HANDED OVER TO
PONTIUS PILATE

When morning came, all the chief
2 7 priests and elders of the people plot-

- ted against Jesus to put Him to death.
2And when they had bound Him, they led Him
away and delivered Him to Pontius* Pilate the
gOvernor.

JUDAS HANGS HIMSELF

3Then Judas, His betrayer, seeing that He
had been condemned, was remorseful and
brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the
chief priests and elders, *saying, “I have sinned
by betraying innocent blood.”

And they said, “What is that to us? You see
to it!”

5Then he threw down the pieces of silver in
the temple and departed, and went and hanged
himself.

SBut the chief priests took the silver pieces
and said, “It is not lawful to put them into the
treasury, because they are the price of blood.”
7And they consulted together and bought with
them the potter’s field, to bury strangers in.

8Therefore that field has been called the Field

of Blood to this day.

9Then was fulfilled what was spoken by
Jeremiah the prophet, saying, And they took
the thirty pieces of silver, the value of Him who
was priced, whom they of the children of Israel
priced, *°and gave them for the potter’s field, as
the Lorp directed me.”*

26:52 M-Text reads die. 26:59 NU-Text omits

the elders.  26:60 NU-Text puts a €omma after

but found none, does not capitalize Even,.and omits ‘
they found none.  NU-Text omits false witnesses.
27:2 NU- TexLomJts Pontlus 27:10 Jeremiah

32 6-9 .
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BEYOND HOPE?

GET IT: It's easy to think of the disciple Judas as heartless, but his
final act shows he wasn’t without emotion or regret. Thirty pieces

of silver—the amount Judas was given to turn Jesus in—was a lot '
of money, but clearly the betrayal wasn’t worth it after all. Judas "

couldn’t live with what he'd done, and he didn’t spend even one of
the coins, Sadly, if he had cried out to Jesus for forgiveness, we have
every reason to believe it would have been freely granted. However,
it seems Judas’ guilt weighed on him to the point that.he couldn’t
face another day, let alone ask forglveness from Jesus as He died
on the cross.

Sin can weigh down your soul, making you feel like there is no
hope for forgiveness. Shame is that horrible feeling that makes
it hard to face others—or maybe even to face yourself. But it's
for that shame that Jesus died. His forgiveness covers everything
you can think or imagine, and it covers you.

When you've sinned, shame can push you away from Jesus, or
it can push you toward Him.

Don’t cut off communication between you and God. He knows
that you sin—it’s why He sent His Son. Keep praying.

Don’t imagine that you're beyond God'’s help. Nothing could be
further from the truth.

Ask for God'’s forgiveness. Don't let guilt simmer, weighing you
down.

Embrace the new start God offers you. Every day is an
opportunity to begin with a clean slate.

If guilt over your sin is pushing you away from God, causing you to
lose hope, tell a trusted older Christian today. Allow him or her to
remind you of the Lord’s forgiveness and love.

For more on Suicide, see Psalm 46, page 000.
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JESUS FACES PILATE

11\Now Jests stood before the governor. And
the governor asked Him, saymg, “Are You the

" King of the Jews?”
) Jesus said to him, “If is as you say.” '2And

while He was being accused by the chief prtests
‘and elders, He answered nothlng

13Then Pilate said to Him, “Do You not hear '

how many things they testify against You?”
14But He answered him not one word, so that
the governor marveled greatly.

* TAKING THE PLACE OF BARABBAS

11

27
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15Now at the feast the governor was accus-
tomed to releasing to the multitude one prison-
er whom they wished. **And at that time they
had a notorious prisoner called Barabbas*
Therefore, when they had gathered together,
Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to
release to you? Barabbas, or Jesus who is called
Christ?” '®For he knew that they had handed
Him over because ofenvy. = °
19While he was sitting on the judgment seat,
his wife sent to him, saying, “Have nothing to
do with that just Man, for T have suffered many
things today in a dream because of Him.”
20But the chief priests and elders persuaded
the multitudes that they should ask for Barab-
bas and destroy Jesus. 2'The governor an-
swered and said to them, “Which of the two do
you want me to release to you?”
They said, “Barabbas!”
22pilate said to them, “What then shall T do
with Jesus who is called Christ?”
They all said to him, “Let Him be crucified!”
ZThen the governor said, “Why, what evil
has He done?”
But they cried out all the more, saying, “Let
Him be crucified!”
2When Pilate saw that he could not prevail
at all, but rather that a tumult was rising, he
took water and washed his hands before the
multitude, saying, “I am innocent of the blood
of this just Person.* You see to it.”
25And all the people answered and said,
“His blood be on us and on our children.”
26Then he released Barabbas to them; and
when he had scourged Jesus, he dehvered Him
to be crucified.

THE SOLDIERS MOCK JESUS

?’Then the soldiers of the governor took
Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the
whole garrison around Him. 2And they
stripped Him and put a scarlet robe on Him.
2%When they had twisted a crown of thorns,
they put it on His head, and a reed in His right
hand. And they bowed the knee before Him
and mocked Him, saying, “Hail, King of the
Jews!” 3°Then they spat on Him, and took the
reed and struck Him on the head. 3*And when

they had mocked Him; they took the robe off
. ‘ "

FLASHPOINT

-Jesus knows
what it feels’ like to be bullied, both
verbally-and physically. He was stripped,
spit on, injured, and mocked in frant of-a
crowd of people who did nothing* to stopit.

. He didn'tdeserve it. It was totally unfair.
- If you've.ever been bullied in:any
can talk to JeSus aboutwhat'
i canﬂdent that He understands l|stens
| 'and cares. :
- For morean Bullying, see Colossmns 3,
page D[]U 2y

Him, put His own clothes on Him, and led Him
away to be crucified.

THE KING ON A CROSS

32Now as they came out, they found a man
of Cyrene, Simon by name. Him they com-
pelled to bear His cross. 3*And when they had
come to a place called Golgotha, that is to say,
Place of a Skull, **they gave Him sour* wine
mingled with gall to drink. But when He had
tasted it, He would not drink.

35Then they crucified Him, and divided HIS .
garments, casting lots,* that it might be ful-
filled which was spoken by the prophet:

“They divided My garments among them,
And for My clothing they cast lots.”*

36Sitting down, they kept watch over Him
there. 3And they put up over His head the
accusation written against Him:

THISIS JESUS THE KING OF
THE JEWS.

38Then two robbers were crucified with Him, -

one on the right and another on the left.

39And those who passed by blasphemed
Him, wagging their heads “°and saying, “You
who destroy the temple and build i in three
days, save Yourself! If You are the Son of God,
come down from the cross.” ‘

“ILikewise the chief priests also, mocking
with the scribes and elders,* said, >“He saved
others; Himself He cannot save. If He is the ‘

27:16 NU-Text reads Jesus Barabbas 27:24 NU-
Text omits just. = 27:34 NU-Text omits sour. |
27:35 NU-Text and M-Text omit the rest of thisverse. .
e Psalm?22:18. . 27:41 M-Text reads with the scribes,
the Pharisees, and th‘e'etde:rs.




ng of Israel* let Him now come down from
the cross, and we will believe Him.* 43He trust-
" ed in God; let Him deliver Him now if He will
have Him; for He said, Tam the Son of God.””
44Even the robbers who were crucified with
Him reviled Him with the same thing.

JESUS DIES ON THE CROSS

45Now- from the sixth hour until the ninth
hour there was darkness over all the land.
46And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out
~ with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lama sa-
bachthani?” that is, “My God, My God, why
have You forsaken Me?”*

47Some of those who stood there, when they
heard that, said, “This Man is calling for Eli-
jah!” “®Immediately one of them ran and took
asponge, filled it with sour wine and put it ona
reed, and offered it to Him to drink.

49The rest said, “Let Him alone; let us see if
Elijah will come to save Him.”

%0And Jesus cried out again with a loud
voice, and yielded up His spirit.

51Then, behold, the veil of the temple was

After Jesus died, He was buried‘in a tomb owne

torn in two from top to bottom and the earth 1007

quaked, and the rocks were split, >%and the
graves were opened; and many bodies of the
saints who had fallen asleep were raised; *3and
coming out of the graves after His resurrec-
tion, they went into the holy city and appeared
to many.

54So when the centurion and those with
him, who were guarding Jesus, saw the earth-
quake and the things that had happened, they
feared greatly, saying, “Truly this was the Son
of God!”

55And many women who followed Jesus
from Galilee, ministering to Him, were there
looking on from afar, **among whom were
Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James
and Joses,* and the mother of Zebedee’s sons.

JESUS BURIED IN JOSEPH’S TOMB

57Now when evening had come, there came
a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph,

27:42 NU-Text reads He is the King of Israel!
* NU-Text and M-Text read we will believe in Him.
27:46 Psalm 22:1  27:56 NU-Text reads Joseph.

by a man named Joseph from .

Arimathea. This disciple quickly prepared the body for burial and put it in the tomb. . -
Mary Magdalene and Jesus’ other; Mary, watched so they knew where the tomb was
The next day was the Sabbath; so everyone rested. On the first day of the week; the

women came back to Jesus’ tomb to-put spices on His body. They were terribly s:

hut’

b7
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when they were tlose to the tomb, an angel told them that Jesus was alive. Immed| ely

their sadness turned to joy. What a surprise! It was too good to be true! The |mposs|ble =
had happened' The.soldiers had kllled Jesus hut He didn't stay dead. He was rlsenI :
Most of us don't l|ke to be sad Sadness mak’ ‘s feel miserable and tlred

We'd much rather be happy and laugh. Can you thin time.when you got great news
that made you really happy? Maybe you gota gift that you didn’t expect for your birth-
day. Maybe you heard the news that someone was gettmg better after being really sn:k

. Every time we hear the Easter story we should be excited abiout the news that Jests

, came back tolife. This is the most exciting news we witl ever get because it means that
death for us isn’t the end. Jesus proved th deathdee 'tfget the final say His body

in0urg wrlLtoo somaday . ‘

Your next Spotllght John 21, page l](][l
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’m[]g who h1mself had also become a dlsc1ple of
]esus 58This man went to Pilate and asked for
the hody of Jesus. Then Pilate commanded the
. body to be given to him. 5*When Joseph had
- taken the body, he wrapped it in a clean linen
" !cloth, $%and laid it in his new tomb which he
"~ had hewn out of the rock; and he rolled a large
. ‘stone against the door of thie tomb, and depart-
ed. ©*And Mary Magdalene was there, and the

other Mary, sitting opposite the tomb.

PILATE SETS A GUARD

620n the next day, which followed the Day
of Preparation, the chief priests and Pharisees
gathered together to Pilate, ®3saying, “Sir, we
remember, while He was still alive, how that
deceiver said, ‘After three days I will rise’
‘S4Therefore command that the tomb be made
secure until the third day, lest His disciples
come by night* and steal Him away, and say
to the people, ‘He has risen from the dead.” So
the last deception will be worse than the first.”

85Pilate said to them, “You have a guard; go
your way, make it as secure as you know how.”
5650 they went and made the tomb secure,

w sealing the stone and settmg the guard.

' * HEIS RISEN

C\I 2 8 Now after the Sabbath, as the first
day of the week began to dawn, Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary came

to see the tomb. 2And behold, there was a great
earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended
from heaven, and came and rolled back the
stone from the door;* and sat on it. *His coun-
tenance was like lightning, and his clothing as
white as snow. *And the guards shook for fear
of him, and became like dead men.

®But the angel answered and said to the
women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you
seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not here;
for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place
where the Lord lay. ”And go quickly and tell His
disciples that He is risen from the dead, and in-
deed He is going before you into Galilee; there
you will see Him. Behold, I have told you.”

8So they went out quickly from the tomb
with fear and great joy, and ran to bring His
disciples word.

THE WOMEN WORSHIP THE
RISEN LORD

9And as they went to tell His dlsc1ples,
behold, Jesus met them, saying, “Rejoice!” So

i

=

‘they came and held Him by the feet and wor-

shiped Him. '°Then Jesus said to them, “Do
not be afraid. Go and tell My brethren to go to -
Galilee, and there they will see Me.”

THE SOLDIERS ARE BRIBED

!Now while they were going, behold, some

“of the guard came into the city and reported

to the chief priests all the things that had hap-
pened. *When they had assembled with the
elders and consulted together, they gave a
large sum of money to the soldiers, 3saying,
“Tell them, ‘His disciples came at night and
stole Him away while we slept. 1*And if this
comes to the governor’s ears, we will appease
him and make you secure.” *So they took the
money and did as they were instructed; and
this saying is commonly reported among the
Jews until this day.

THE GREAT COMMISSION

6Then the eleven disciples went away into
Galilee, to the mountain which Jesus had ap-
pointed for them. ?When they saw Him, they
worshiped Him; but some doubted.

18And Jesus came and spoke to them, say-
ing, “All authority has been given to Me in
heaven and on earth. ®Go therefore* and
make disciples of all the nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, 2°teaching them to ob-
serve all things that I have commanded you;
and lo, I am with you always, even to the end
of the age.” Amen.*
27:64 NU-Text omits by night. ~ 28:2 NU-Text
omits from the door. ~ 28:9 NU-Text omits the first

clause of thisverse.  28:19 M-Text omits therefore.
28:20 NU-Text omlts Amen. .

NS : K ’ L !
Promgti‘ohal Copy | NOT FOR RESALE OR DISTRIBUTION

5




	Ignite Proofed Files_watermarked_lr 3
	Ignite Proofed Files_watermarked_lr 989
	Ignite Proofed Files_watermarked_lr 990
	Ignite Proofed Files_watermarked_lr 991
	Ignite Proofed Files_watermarked_lr 992
	Ignite Proofed Files_watermarked_lr 993
	Ignite Proofed Files_watermarked_lr 994
	Ignite Proofed Files_watermarked_lr 995
	Ignite Proofed Files_watermarked_lr 996
	Ignite Proofed Files_watermarked_lr 997
	Ignite Proofed Files_watermarked_lr 998
	Ignite Proofed Files_watermarked_lr 999
	Ignite Proofed Files_watermarked_lr 1000
	Ignite Proofed Files_watermarked_lr 1001
	Ignite Proofed Files_watermarked_lr 1002
	Ignite Proofed Files_watermarked_lr 1003
	Ignite Proofed Files_watermarked_lr 1004
	Ignite Proofed Files_watermarked_lr 1005
	Ignite Proofed Files_watermarked_lr 1006
	Ignite Proofed Files_watermarked_lr 1007
	Ignite Proofed Files_watermarked_lr 1008
	Ignite Proofed Files_watermarked_lr 1009
	Ignite Proofed Files_watermarked_lr 1010
	Ignite Proofed Files_watermarked_lr 1011
	Ignite Proofed Files_watermarked_lr 1012
	Ignite Proofed Files_watermarked_lr 1013
	Ignite Proofed Files_watermarked_lr 1014
	Ignite Proofed Files_watermarked_lr 1015
	Ignite Proofed Files_watermarked_lr 1016
	Ignite Proofed Files_watermarked_lr 1017
	Ignite Proofed Files_watermarked_lr 1018
	Ignite Proofed Files_watermarked_lr 1019
	Ignite Proofed Files_watermarked_lr 1020
	Ignite Proofed Files_watermarked_lr 1021
	Ignite Proofed Files_watermarked_lr 1022
	Ignite Proofed Files_watermarked_lr 1023
	Ignite Proofed Files_watermarked_lr 1024
	Ignite Proofed Files_watermarked_lr 1025
	Ignite Proofed Files_watermarked_lr 1026
	Ignite Proofed Files_watermarked_lr 1027
	Ignite Proofed Files_watermarked_lr 1028
	Ignite Proofed Files_watermarked_lr 1029
	Ignite Proofed Files_watermarked_lr 1030



