


					             Since the beginning of the human race, people who are 
acquainted with suffering and disability have struggled with issues of justice, equality, and the right-
to-life. In our search for validation, peace of mind, and a purpose for living, where can we find  
a firm foundation?
	 The answer is the Word of God. In the character of God, we find justice and equality, discover 
our purpose, and begin to understand the true value of life. If we are to fully grasp what suffering 
is, and what we must do with it, we must spend time digging into Scripture.
	 It’s the journey I began after my 1967 diving accident. When I learned that my quadriplegia 
was permanent, I sank into a deep depression that evolved into suicidal despair. I would stay in bed, 
telling my sister to turn out the lights and shut my bedroom door. But I found I could not live with 
such hopelessness, and finally cried out, “Oh, God, if I cannot die, then please show me how to live!” 
	 The next morning, I decided to get out of bed and face life. My sister pushed my wheelchair 
under a music stand on which she set my Bible. Clenching a mouth stick between my teeth, I began 
turning the pages of God’s Word. Although I knew the Bible contained answers, I wasn’t sure where 
to begin to look. Thankfully, God brought Christian friends alongside me to help me discover living 
Bread for my hungry soul. For years, I’ve longed to help people who struggle as I once did and 
come alongside them to provide guidance. 
	 This is why I am so excited about the beyond suffering bible. It is designed to help 
the reader—especially those affected by disability—grasp the goodness of God amidst critical 
questions about suffering. Through profiles, devotionals, and connection notes, this edition of 
God’s Word delves into doctrines of his sovereignty, our salvation, heaven, and hell. The Beyond 
Suffering Bible also explores questions about healing—why does God heal some and not 
others? What about sensitive ethical issues relating to disability, such as stem cell research and 
so-called death with dignity? How can the church learn to embrace special-needs families and 
equip more people with disabilities in leadership roles?
	 Most of all, the Beyond Suffering Bible exalts God as preeminent and supreme over every disease 
and disability. It showcases the righteousness and mercy of God on behalf of those who struggle  
under the weight of disability, poverty and injustice. It will help you go beyond suffering so you, too, 
can say, “My suffering was good for me, for it taught me to pay attention to your decrees.” (Psalm 119:71).  
	 While we may wish we could simply erase “suffering” from the dictionary, God has a plan in it,  
for it, and through it. My prayer is that God will use this Bible to not only change a person’s perspective 
on their disability, but change their family. . . their community. . .and finally, the culture.

Dear Friends,
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The Christian Institute on Disability (CID) exists to impact the Church, Christian 
and public institutions, and societies with a biblical worldview and life-giving 
truth on issues pertaining to life, dignity, justice, and equality that affect people 
with disabilities. As the academic arm of the Joni and Friends International 
Disability Center, the CID comes alongside educational institutions to assist in 
course development in theology, ministry, missions, and advocacy as it relates to 
suffering and disability. Through education, training, missions, and internships, the 
CID is empowering students in all disciplines to evangelize, include, and disciple 
people affected by disability.

For 35 years, Joni and Friends has been dedicated to accelerating ministry among 
people who are affected by disability, meeting physical, emotional, and spiritual 
needs in practical ways while extending the love and message of Christ. Joni and 
Friends reaches thousands of families affected by disability around the globe 
through ministries such as inspiring radio and television programs, Wheels for the 
World wheelchair distributions, US and international Family Retreats that provide 
respite for special needs families, and JAF Field Services offering church training 
along with educational and inspirational resources.

Located in Carol Stream, Illinois, Tyndale House Publishers was founded in 1962 by 
Dr. Kenneth N. Taylor as a means of publishing The Living Bible. Tyndale publishes 
Christian fiction, nonfiction, children’s books, and other resources, including Bibles 
in the New Living Translation (NLT). Tyndale products include many New York Times 
bestsellers, including the popular Left Behind fiction series by Tim LaHaye and  
Jerry B. Jenkins, novels by Francine Rivers, Karen Kingsbury and Joel C. Rosenberg, 
plus numerous nonfiction works. Tyndale House Publishers is substantially owned by 
Tyndale House Foundation. As a result, the company’s profits help underwrite the 
foundation’s mission, which is to spread the Good News of Christ around the world.
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D e vo t i o n a l s  Some verses or passages need more than just a few sentences to tease 
out what God wants us to learn from them about living beyond suffering. For those passages, 
there are full-page devotionals to help you delve a little bit deeper to be blessed or challenged  
by the message of the Scripture.

P ro f i l e s  The truths of the Bible are never 
just abstract concepts; they are always related to 
real, embodied people. So scattered throughout 
the Beyond Suffering Bible are profiles of real people 
where you will learn about God and yourself 
through their stories. Some of these are people 
that are named on the pages of the Scriptures, but 
others are contemporary people—some famous, 
but others just ordinary people with extraordinary 
things that they can teach us all.

The beyond suffering bible is filled with features that are specifically 
designed to help readers engage directly with God’s Word as they live lives that are 
touched by suffering. Each piece has been carefully created to provide readers with 
valuable information, meaningful encouragement, or challenging application—
but always with the goal that they would come to understand themselves, others, 
and God more deeply as a result of their encounter with God’s Word.

Book Introductions  Each book of the  
Bible has an introduction, orienting readers to the vital 
information they need to help them understand the 
book more fully. But the Beyond Suffering Bible goes 
beyond a basic book introduction, focusing on key 
suffering and disability themes that are addressed  
in each book of the Bible.



R e s o u r ce s :  The front and back of the Beyond Suffering Bible is jam packed with helpful resources  
for you to take your learning further and propel you to action. Indexes help you quickly find relevant 
content within the Bible. Read “God’s Story of Disability: The Unfolding Plan of God from Genesis  
to Revelation.” Work through content that helps you think about starting an effective disability ministry at 
your church. And more!

A  Wo r d  F r o m  J o n i :  The Beyond Suffering Bible was born out  
of the passion of the organization Joni Eareckson Tada 
founded, and it includes dozens of devotional articles 
written by Joni that reflect her heart for 
pursuing God in the midst of suffering and 
are written in her warm and inviting style. 
These devotionals are sure to touch your heart 
and draw you closer to your Creator through 
gaining new perspectives on the Scripture 
verses they are connected with.

Co n n e ct i o n  P o i n t s :  The Beyond  
Suffering Bible is about helping you to connect  
the Bible to your everyday life—especially when  
it touches on issues of suffering and disability. So  
on almost every page there are “connection points”:  
brief notes that explain or expand on a verse or 
passage from the Bible. Think study notes, except 
these are laser focused on helping you connect 
specifically with a biblical theology of suffering.
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The team behind the Beyond Suffering Bible is an extraordinary group of people 
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engage with God’s Word.
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LARRY WATERS, PH.D., is presently 
Associate Professor of Bible Exposition 
at Dallas Seminary, and also teaches for 
the World Missions and Intercultural 
Studies department. He served as a 
missionary in the Philippines from 

1973 to 1999. His worldwide ministry continues, primarily 
in the Philippines. He is the author of Bible and Missions 
curriculum for the Internet Biblical Seminary connected 
with BEE World, and a New Testament Survey for a large 
missionary organization. Larry also serves as a Member 
of the Bibliotheca Sacra Editorial Advisory Committee.

D. CHRISTOPHER RALSTON, PH.D., 
is Assistant Manager of Curriculum 
Development at Joni and Friends. 
Previously, he was a freelance writer and 
editor and earned a Ph.D. in Philosophy 
from Rice University in Houston, Texas.  

He has served as an Assistant Managing Editor of the Journal  
of Medicine and Philosophy and as Managing Editor of the 
journal Christian Bioethics. Chris is the co-editor of Philosophical 
Reflections on Disability (2009) and The Development of 
Bioethics in the United States (2013), both published by Springer 
Academic Press. He is a member of the Board of Reference for 
the Public Policy Center of the Christian Institute on Disability  
at Joni and Friends. Chris is a graduate of Biola University (B.A., 
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“In the character of God, we find justice 
and equality, discover our purpose, and 
begin to understand the true value of life.  
If we are to fully grasp what suffering is,  
and what we must do with it, we must 

spend time digging into Scripture.”
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