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_@ eartl W ,  Since the beginning of the human race, people who are

acquainted with suffering and disability have struggled with issues of justice, equality, and the right-
to-life. In our search for validation, peace of mind, and a purpose for living, where can we find
a firm foundation?

The answer is the Word of God. In the character of God, we find justice and equality, discover
our purpose, and begin to understand the true value of life. If we are to fully grasp what suffering
is, and what we must do with it, we must spend time digging into Scripture.

It’s the journey I began after my 1967 diving accident. When I learned that my quadriplegia
was permanent, I sank into a deep depression that evolved into suicidal despair. I would stay in bed,
telling my sister to turn out the lights and shut my bedroom door. But I found I could not live with
such hopelessness, and finally cried out, “Oh, God, if I cannot die, then please show me how to live!”

The next morning, I decided to get out of bed and face life. My sister pushed my wheelchair
under a music stand on which she set my Bible. Clenching a mouth stick between my teeth, I began
turning the pages of God’s Word. Although I knew the Bible contained answers, I wasn’t sure where
to begin to look. Thankfully, God brought Christian friends alongside me to help me discover living
Bread for my hungry soul. For years, I've longed to help people who struggle as I once did and
come alongside them to provide guidance.

This is why I am so excited about the BEYOND SUFFERING BIBLE. It is designed to help
the reader—especially those affected by disability—grasp the goodness of God amidst critical
questions about suffering. Through profiles, devotionals, and connection notes, this edition of
God’s Word delves into doctrines of his sovereignty, our salvation, heaven, and hell. The Beyond
Suffering Bible also explores questions about healing—why does God heal some and not
others? What about sensitive ethical issues relating to disability, such as stem cell research and
so-called death with dignity? How can the church learn to embrace special-needs families and
equip more people with disabilities in leadership roles?

Most of all, the Beyond Suffering Bible exalts God as preeminent and supreme over every disease
and disability. It showcases the righteousness and mercy of God on behalf of those who struggle
under the weight of disability, poverty and injustice. It will help you go beyond suffering so you, too,
can say, “My suffering was good for me, for it taught me to pay attention to your decrees.” (Psalm 119:71).

While we may wish we could simply erase “suffering” from the dictionary, God has a planin it,
forit, and through it. My prayer is that God will use this Bible to not only change a person’s perspective
on their disability, but change their family. . . their community. . .and finally, the culture.

JONI EARECKSON TADA



"Alvrays be full of joy in the Lord.

I'sayit again-—rejoice!”

The BEYOND SUFFERING BIBLE is filled with features that are specifically S

designed to help readers engage directly with God’s Word as they live lives that are

touched by suffering. Each piece has been carefully created to provide readers with

valuable information, meaningful encouragement, or challenging application—
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but always with the goal that they would come to understand themselves, others,

and God more deeply as a result of their encounter with God’s Word.
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BOOK INTRODUCTIONS Each book of the
Bible has an introduction, orienting readers to the vital
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PROFILES The truths of the Bible are never
just abstract concepts; they are always related to
real, embodied people. So scattered throughout
the Beyond Suffering Bible are profiles of real people
where you will learn about God and yourself
through their stories. Some of these are people
that are named on the pages of the Scriptures, but
others are contemporary people—some famous,
but others just ordinary people with extraordinary
things that they can teach us all.
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DEVOTIONALS Some verses or passages need more than just a few sentences to tease

out what God wants us to learn from them about living beyond suffering. For those passages,
there are full-page devotionals to help you delve a little bit deeper to be blessed or challenged
by the message of the Scripture.



; A WORD FROM JONI
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When we wonder why we must suffer, we're actually asking questions of
someone. That someone is God, But why he created suffering does't really
matter. The only thing that matters is how we respond. When we can't find
the answers we're looking for, we can find peace in the only true answer: We
need him! Affliction is the lowest cornmon denominator for all of us Philip-
pians 1:20 tells us to expect suffering: "For you have been given not only the
privilege of truosting in Christ but also the privilege of suffering for him." No
matter how strong our faith is, it’s natural to ask why.

After many years of mffering, I've concluded that God allows one
form of evil, suffering, to expose another form of evil, sin.Itis as if God torns
suffering on its head and helps us to feel the sting of sin when we suffer 5o
that as we are headed for heaven, we're reminded of how poironous sin really
is: S, suffering is this jackhammer, a sandblasting rma chine that srn'ps away
the fear, anxiety, Edl-uenrerﬂd.ueg;, '._umplammg and “T dom’t care” attitnde

see the wordd through the eyes of Christ.
God hates evil and suffering. He tells us in his Word to relieve suffer-
mb .i.l:l.d]:l.F' relieves it every rh}' We can be sure if our hearts hurt for some-

I:h.rnubh mﬁermh Ta h:nw Gud berl:er. we roust know our su.ﬁ'enl:q!, g better,
And as we do, we become less "me” focused and more God focnsed.

a worp rrom jont: Lhe Beyond Suffering Bible was born out
of the passion of the organization Joni Eareckson Tada
founded, and it includes dozens of devotional articles
written by Joni that reflect her heart for
pursuing God in the midst of suffering and
are written in her warm and inviting style.
These devotionals are sure to touch your heart
and draw you closer to your Creator through
gaining new perspectives on the Scripture
verses they are connected with. @

CONNECTION POINTS
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on almost every page there are “connection points™

these are laser focused on helping you connect

RESOURCES: The front and back of the Beyond Suffering Bible is jam packed with helpful resources
for you to take your learning further and propel you to action. Indexes help you quickly find relevant
content within the Bible. Read “God’s Story of Disability: The Unfolding Plan of God from Genesis
to Revelation.” Work through content that helps you think about starting an effective disability ministry at
your church. And more!
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Contentment. Paul had learned the secret of this attitude, and he re-
vealed it to the Philippians. While under house arrest, Paul wrote this

letter to the Philippians to thank some dear friends who had sent him
money. In this letter he told them about a joy that does not depend
upon external circumstances because it is rooted in Jesus Christ, who
gives it freely. Paul revealed his uncertainty about his futare, whether

he would be executed or released. However, Pauls

trust in Christ gave him confidence to face any cir- AUTH Rz
cumstance with grace and contentment. Paul the apostla.

DATE WRITTEN:
Around ao. &1, during
Paul's impriscnmant in
Rome.

P

PURPOSE:
- Tothank tha Philippiars
i Cl'!Lt'frl::hf;.- inn Heaven People with disabilities and chromic E.“" thay had samt
i to EnCoUragE
Puhmnutm‘uud—c]mdﬁzm'ﬂ:ercmnﬂ:mumd ~ thamn by describing the

Lo : < that their true citenship isin heaven. Paul reminds usnot  contantmant ha had
to feel diminished in any way by cur sufferings because we | 12und in Jasus Christ
“havve been given not only the privilege of trusting Christ,
but also the privilege of suffering for him™ { 1:28-29).
i Confenfinent Our sense of physical and emotional well-being should not
come from materal things. While disease and disability cross all social
classes, today's high medical costs can leave families struggling to make ends
meet. Things that once seemed valuable become worthless compared to a
healthy child orloved one. Paul urges us to embrace his secret of being con-
tent in the midd of s dificalt chellenges by focuging on Cheist and our

es bry focuging t and
mission of sharing the Good News.

Z Jov Joyis agift of God aswell as a practice of faith for all who follow Christ.
Paul repeatedly tells the Philippians to rejoice or be joyful—when life is
good and when life is tough. Suffering can feel like a prisony pain can feel
like it will never come to an end. Joy allows our love to fow, our attitude to
be Christlike, cir thoiights to be fized on the good, and our potential to be
fulfilled in whatever life circumstances we face.
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ASK FAMILIES AFFECTED by disability about caregivers, and they
might borrow from a familiar Proverb: “Who can find a wirtwous and ca-
pable [caregiver]? She [or he] is more precious than rubies” (Prov 31:10).
Good caregivers love people and usually become a respected part of the
family and medical tearmn. The best ones embrace their task as a calling
from God, which seemns to have been the case with Epaphroditus. He ex-
emplified Panl’s admonition in Philippians 2:12 to “work hard to show the
results of [his] salvation”

While Scripture tells us verylittle about Epaphroditus, a closer exami-
nation of the details reveals an honorable man and dedicated caregiver.

His church family selected him as a trustworthy person to carry their gifts

and offerings to Paul. We can assume he was a man of courage because his

own life was probably at risk while serving Paul—an unpopular prisoner

with an uncertain future. Epaphroditus also made the sacrifice of walking

away from his own family, friends, and lite of comfort for an undetermined

amount of time. Then, like many committed caregiv-

ers, who get burned out and exhausted, he became T
e et L (i s rael:clinc Good caregivers

Asa result of his nurturing heart, a strong bond
was formed between the great apostle Paul and this Imjﬂ peop J‘IE WEH
common man Epaphroditus. What joy and satis-
faction Epaphroditus rmst have felt returning to
Philippi with Panl's letter tucked safely in his belt. The apostle graciously
acknowledged Epaphroditus’s sacrifice, referring to him as a "true brother,
co-worker, and fellow soldier” whom God had shown mercy through
healing {Phil 2:25-27). No doubt the believers at Philippi welcomed their
brother home with the honor he deserved.

Oh, that today’s church would catch a vision to likewise love and sup-
port those who are willing to serve as caregivers. As we value caregivers
and esteemn their work done as unto the Lord, we honor our Savior who
was the ultimate model of service and sacrifice for others.
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and obedisnce despite tha pain wa face. As
suffering bords Christians to the "man of sor-
rowes, " thay hewva somathing atarnally pracious
in common with Christ—thair affliction. Cur
scars, anguish, rejaction, and pain give us a
small taste of what our Savior endured o pur-
chasa our rademption.
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coe purpose, fghiing together for the fufh,
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Chyist but sisa e privilege of rufferiey for
bim. =*We are in thh riuggle ogeibey. Yoo
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b thait [ sem il I Hhee midrisd of LE

Hera the Athels of Christ

mie? Then mabr me troly happy by sgpes-

Ingy whilshenrimily wiih each other, Ioving
e snniher, mnd woddny Egpeiter wiib one
mind snd purpme.

IDemnt be wlish; dont fry o Impress
oihiva Be of pthen =
better fhem younshes Ot knk oul oy
o yoy owmn. inderesls, Tt tnke an inderest
In ot ine.

¥fou must hewe the wme aHttude that
Chyist fevms hul.

# Thesoghs hee wes Gd *
be did nel think of equelity with Gad
m xkamwething i cling b
T Irwtrasl e gove up s dvine privileges®;
be ook the homhie posiiion of & e
md wes borm. e 8 burmamn belng.
Wher he spywsred n human ferm *
' bebumhied himesdf i obedlenoe >
Gad
mnd ed & evivinedy death an
L One.

P Therefrwe, Gend elevaded bl b B plare
f higtwst hewr
mnd garve: bim Bhe name sheere 2l other
OETnEs,
= thet i fhe name of [ean vy nee
aheruld bewr,
In hewven snd o eavth med oruder the

earth,
" md every tomgue declare that fems Chelst
Is Laadd,
= fhe glary of God fwe Eabhe,

shoctirns when [ was with yoo. Arel mever

Y4kl D Mgy der o firm of Bl 372 Gk o sl

Telmal, T’&ﬁ-q’:zlﬂl—w

A WORD FROM JONI

T Neeo God in My ,J%m,?f

When we wonder why we must suffer; we're actually asking questions of
someone, That someone is God. But why he created suffering doesn't really
matter. The only thing that matters is how we respond. When we can't find
the answers we're looking for, we can find peace in the only true answer: We
u.eed him! Afliction is the ]awea{' comman denominator for all of us Philip-

Prmlege -:uftrusl:mgm Christ but also the prmlege afm:.ﬁ'en.ngfmhj.m. No
matter how strong our faith is, it's natural to ask why.

After many years of suffering, I've concluded that God allows one
form of evil, suffering, to expose another form of evil, sin. Ttis as if God turms
suffering on its head and helps us to feel the sting of sin when we suffer so
that as we are headed for heaven, wee reminded of how paisonous sin really
iz Sa, mﬂerjngia this jackhammer, a sandblasting machine that strips away
the fear, anxiety, self-centeredness, complaining, and “I don't care” attitade
toward others who hurt. God allows affliction to rip that away so thatwe can
see the world through the eyes of Christ.

God hates evil and suffering. He tells us in his Word to relieve suffer-

mg. aII.d]:I.EJ.’FJ:I.E"I."EEle\"EJ.':i' da}' We can be sure if our hearts huart for some-

through !'I.l'EEEI!’LnE’ Tn know Gud herl:er, we must know our guﬁermg batter;
And as we do, we becorme less "me” focused and more God focused.
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Paul Commands Timothy

H the Lond Jeas Is wilbliog, [ iyt send
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bim o v ot 5 peen w1 ] And cult what 1
goivny o happen in me hee, ¥And [ hewe
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come T e FoU M.

Paul Commands

Epaplrodths
afiearywhile. [ thooght 1shmuld sl Epmph-
remitios back tn wou. He b & troe bnother,

CONNECTION POINTS

2711 Joy in Suffering Suffaring is tha great
aqualizer :I"I.“I'rﬂﬂ'lﬂ' -:n'rgh'nnal E-.u:al :gnual
or spiritual, suffering unites us in Gods

posa. With Pau, we can affirm that rothing
aradicates ouwr sinful, selfish desires and trars-
forms us into the imega of Christ guita lika pain
and suffaring. Wa may differ in the dagres and
duration of our suffaing. Soma peopke with
disabilities may und deepar kevels and
ongar :lrl:rf :uﬁng thain thosa without
disabilities. Yat through it all, we sham Paul's
docpast desire—to krow Jesus in his daath
that wa might also axperienca tha joy of his
resurrachon.

Ing t> =pe you, aral e was very diviessed
that you heeard be v . ¥ And e corinindy
was 1i; In fuct, b abruwt ded. Bob Gend bacd
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Hie him deserve. ®For he riaked s
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Tha Priceless Yahm of Knowing Chrixt
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17 ek F wilf sgeicr rve i I ome Lo e s et o
a .llliﬂ.fh:m 31 Heewl
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DEVSTIONAL

“Always be full of joy in the Lord.

PHILIPPIANS drd

Breaking the Joy Barrier

"Gad will naerr give yoo more them yoo can bandIn”™ "(God is working ol
thirgs firr tha good.” 'Ifﬂﬂﬁ:hq:jmh:lhh‘ﬂh‘lq}uuﬂﬂuqﬁﬂ.‘

are cemvmen dichis of tha Christion fith. Andwhils mch
mﬂhﬂﬁg&ﬁﬂﬁmmﬂﬂﬂﬁfﬂﬂhﬂdiﬂﬁmﬂdﬂmﬁu
4:4 corold sasily fall intn this categrery. For horting peapls, 2 atoesl

trr Paalh schoctstion to “shways b foll of joy " might b, "Yaah, rght!®

Alwuy? Bvaryooa? Rejoics abmot what?

Bevak tha Barriss ix o ons-of-a-kind tooring yymmastics o that seodes
s0 much joy and mciesnant throogh their show its sery (o mis the fact that
the parfirmecs all havs disahiliting, Yoong peopls cdad in colorfol lnctards
[nap e iy terough the sir tn s bomming scondirack. A tessager with Down
synsbrorme poshee the wheelchair of a child with cembeal paley. Adult spot-
tewx knmpr waich an tha kids cmstroct keman pyoamids A& coopls of strongas
by sven carry smiling kids in whaslchairs aver their heads. The aodisno is

Hasd Paml been in the sodisncs that day, bawookd hevs [nd the stand-
ing cvatiom. Throoghoot hie stier o the Philippians, Fml challsnges fllow
balisvacs to trast in Gad's saweesignty and jopfolly s aot their fith, ragend-
[ axf thair drommstances. It's & msssags Evond in bath the Old md New
Tatamanty, and one Panl wraatind with s he Gond soffaring
and parsscotion. Soms by thaceized that the spostls oo may bave hed »

Thems issomething intrigoing aboat s individeal who cm maintain
jooy cearpits ardooas drcomstances. Pachaps that played o part in God's dai-
sion not tn remcavs Panl's “tharm in the fladh,” despits hix farvant moosts
{2 Cor 12:7-140).

Anjaics shvaysi Evaryoost V!
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“In the character of God, we find justice
and equality, discover our purpose, and
begin to understand the true value of life.

If we are to fully grasp what suftering is,
and what we must do with it, we must

spend time digging into Scripture.”

JONI EARECKSON TADA
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