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Classroom Resources
e Adult Resources includes engaging visuals, along with a CD that includes
PowerPoint® presentations for each lesson and reproducible student pages.
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e Sample downloads

¢ |n the World, a weekly current-event article with discussion questions to
introduce the weekly lesson

ONLINE RESOURCES * Reproducible student activity pages
e Weekly teacher tips

¢ An archive of valuable teacher-training articles from the Standard Lesson
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2016-2022 Topics to Discover

The Standard Lesson Quarterly contains four 13-week topical studies each year.
These are built around themes created within the ISSL/Uniform Series.

The International Sunday School Lessons (ISSL)/Uniform Series is a 6-year plan for reading and studying
the entire Bible. Designed to take students into every part of Scripture, the Uniform Series pulls at least
one lesson from nearly every book of the Bible over the 6-year cycle, following 8 specific themes. This
more holistic study of the Bible helps students know the content of the Bible, understand the message of
the Bible, and know the God of the Bible.

Vear Fall Quarter Winter Quarter Spring Quarter Summer Quarter
(Sep, Oct, Nov) (Dec, Jan, Feb) (Mar, Apr, May) (Jun, Jul, Aug)
The Sovereignty of God Creation: A Divine Cycle God Loves Us God’s Urgent Call

(Psalms, Joel, Jonah,
(GEELE BTCRCEEIEVER S Y John, Romans, Ephesians,
1 Peter, 1 John)

(Isaiah, Matthew,
Hebrews, Revelation)

(Exodus, Judges,
Prophets, Acts)

Covenant with God Faith in Action Acknowledging God T e e
2017— | (Pentateuch, 1 & 2 Samuel, (Daniel, Matthew, Acts (Pentateuch, 2 Chroni- New Testament
2018 Nehemiah, Jeremiah, E . L ’ cles, Psalms, Luke, John,
phesians, 1 Timothy, (Matthew, Mark, Romans,

Ezekiel, 1 Corinthians, 2 Corinthians, Hebrews,

James) 2 Corinthians, Colossians)

Hebrews) Revelation)
God'’s World and Our Love for God Dlsc:a:::il:g and Covenant in God
God’s People (Exodus, Deuteronomy, (Ruth, 1 Samuel, Matthew,
G . Joshua, Psalms, (Matthew, Luke, Mark, Ephesians,
(Genesis) Matthew, Luke, Epistles Acts, Romans) Colossians, Hebrews)
BTl U Honoring God CUEIER L Many Faces of Wisdom

2019- God’s Grace

2020 (Pentateuch, 1 Samuel,
1 Kings, Luke, Epistles)

Prophets
(1 Kings, 1 Chronicles, (Proverbs, Ecclesiastes,

(Esther, Prophets,
Matthew, Luke) 1 Corinthians) Gospels, James)

Call in the Prophets Faithful .
2020— Love for One Another New Testament to God’s Covenant Confident Hope
. . (Leviticus, Matthew, Luke,
(Genesis, 1 Samuel, Luke, (Isaiah, Gospels, Acts, (Exodus, Joshua, e
2021 John, Acts, Epistles) Romans, 1 Corinthians, 1 & 2 Kings, Ezra, e A EE LT,

Hebrews, 1 John)

Hebrews, 2 Timothy) Nehemiah, Prophets)

God Frees and Redeems Partnersin a

2021— Celebrating God Justice, Law, History New Creation

(Deuteronomy, Ezra,
Matthew, John, Romans, (Isaiah, John,
Galatians) Revelation)

2022 (Exodus, 2 Samuel, Psalms, (Pentateuch, 2 Samuel,
Mark, Acts, Revelation) Ezra, Job, Isaiah, Nahum)

God Creation Love I Call ICovenantI Faith IWorshipI Justice

800.323.7543 | StandardLesson.com | customercare@standardpub.com <) u 800.323.7543 | StandardLesson.com | customercare@standardpub.com



R —————————————
NIV® Sample Lesson

DOWNLOAD FuLL SAM
PLE
LESSONS FOR Njye AND KJv

The introduction
gives perspective

AT STANDARDLESSON.COM
‘ on the lesson
Introduction ahead.

A, Useless Axiom

THE CH RISTIAN A sarcastic axiom of warfare is, “There are old

P R_AY l N G FO R COMMUNITY COMES ALIVE soldiers, and there are bold soldiers, bur there
+ are no old, bold soldiers.” Even as we recognize
BOLDN ESS Unit 1: Seeds of New Growth

that that is simply false in an absolute sense, we
acknowledge more than a kernel of truth to be
LEssoNs 1—4
DEVOTIONAL READING: Matthew 6:9-15
BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE: Acts 4:1-31

present, since the majority of bestowals of the
Medal of Honor—the highest award for valor in
America’s armed forees—are posthumous.

Bur does even that kernel of ruch help us in our
Christian walk? Mot ar all. The axiom suggests a
way for one not o have his or her life ended pre-
maturely, but a long earthly life is not the ultimare
goal of the Christian. The ultimate goal, rather, is
eternal life for ourselves and for as many others as

After participating in this lesson, each learner
will be able to:
1. List key clements of the apostles” prayer.

ACTS 4:23-31

2 0n their release, Peter and John went back
to their own people and reported all thar the

“Why do the nations rage
and the peoples plot in vain?

¥ The kings of the earth rise up

we can influence for Christ as }‘.lc:axil!ll:. To influ-
ence others in this way requires boldness, the sub-

chief priests and the elders had said to them. and the rulers band together The clear, 2, i“_‘_r_’]]_.“i" the .u]?nstlr:.s reaction to threats by ject of roday’s lesson.

“When they heard this, they raised their against the Lord easy-to- the J""“*a'-‘_' leadership. D e .

voices together in prayer to God. “Sovereign and against his anointed one.' follow _3" ""':'T!{‘" a prayer asking God for boldness in B. Lesson Background

Lord,” they said, “you made the heavens and “Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met Lesson wikness for the week anead, The nine verses of today’s lesson come at the

the carth and the sea, and everything in them.
% You spulct |:ry the Hnly Spirit lhrnugh the
mouth of your servant, our father David:

together with the Gentiles and the people of
[srael in this city to conspire against your holy
servant Jesus, whom you ancinted. * They did

what your power and will had
decided beforehand should
happen. * Now, Lord, con-
sider their threats and enable
vour servants to speak your
word with great boldness,
¥ Seretch out your hand to
heal and perform signs and
wonders through the name
of your holy servant Jesus.,”

! After they prayed, the
place where they were meet-
ing was shaken. And they
were all filled with the Holy
Spirit and spoke the word of
God boldly.

The Key
Verse is
highlighted
at the

beginning

of every
NSNS KEY VERSE

Scripture ) T‘i,l_’f:'r fl’r?f:}';l’;{]'fff. fllrfl'-lﬁ.l'l{!t'!' .HIJr.?.r'rf' IIJJ"'].' rere .Ffﬂ"l".rf-?fg RS .‘r{?ﬂf.&'l:'?f. .'.I?In’! IJE-'F'_}' Erere lfllrlfﬁ.lil!rﬂf n’r;‘f,lr? f.all'l" Hﬂ{]'
page Spivie and spoke the word of God boldly, —Acts 4:31

Photo: Christopher Fulcher £ iStock / Thinkstock = g
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LESSON OUTLINE

Introduction
AL Useless Axiom
B. Lesson H:u.'lcgmuml
|. Release (AcTs 4:23)
Il. Prayer (AcTs 4:24-30)
A, Praising the Creator (v, 24)
B. Remembering Christ (vv. 25-28)
Raging Against € rod
C. Requesting He]p (vw. 29, 30)
Il Results (Acts 4:31)
A, On the Structure (v. 31a)
Tansformational Shakings
B. On Those Gathered (v. 31b)
Conclusion
A, Do We Have Nor Because We Ask Not?
B. Prayer
C. Thought to Remember

very end of the larger textual section of Acts 3:1-
4:31. The chain of events in this larger section
occurs within a two-day time frame (note partic-
ularly the time references “because it was evening,
they put them in jail uncil the next day” and “the
next day” in Acts 4:3, 3). These events were pre-
ceded, of course, by the birth of the church on
the Day of Pentecost in AD 30, relared in Acts
2:1-41.

Following thar birch, Acts 2:42-47 describes
the pattern of fellowship thar developed. The
indefinite time references “every day” and “daily™
in verses 40, 47 and “one day” that opens chap-
ter 3 mean that we are unable to caleulate how
much time elapsed berween the Dray of Pente-
cost and the chain of events of Acts 3:1-4:31. It
may be tempting to suggest a time frame based
on the growth of the church from “abour three
thousand” on the Day of Pentecost (2:41) to “the
number of men . . . grew to about five thousand™
(4:4), bur such efforts are speculative.

The first link in the chain of events that leads
up to our lesson text is the healing miracle of Acts

3:1-10, which ook place in the emple precincrs.

=10 = Praying for Boldness
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That miracle resulted in an opportunity to teach
the crowd thar gathered (3:11-26). Peter’s gospel
message did not sit well with “the priests and the
captain of the temple guard and the Sadducees”
{4:1). So they arrested Peter and John, holding
them in custody to answer to the Jewish religious
authorities the nexe day (4:3, 5, 6). Those authori-
ties constituted “the Sanhedrin” (4:15).

Referring to the miracle deseribed in Acts
3:6-8, the question the council posed o the two
apostles was straightforward: “By what power or
what name did you do this?” (Acts 4:7). The bold
response lr‘v the two “unschooled, ordinary men”
was startling (4:13). '] he fact that the man who
had been healed was .‘il:ll1{‘|il1g right there was an
enormous complication for the Sanhedrin (4:14-
16, 21, 223!

The best the members of the coundl could do
was to order Peter and John “not to speak or teach
at all in the name of Jesus” (Acts 4:18). Peter and
John, however, already had received orders thar
superseded those of the council, and they fearlessly
said so (4:19, 20). The end of the council proceed-
ings brings us to today’s rext.

I. Release
(ACTs 4:23)

23. On their release, Peter and John went
back to their own people and reported all
that the chief priests and the elders had said
to them.

After being released by the Jewish authorities, it
is significant that Peter and Jolhn report everything
to their awn peaple, This group consists of the other
apostles and believers, and Peter and John hide

orhine fr i is g0 sugar coating! The
e new church has
first recorded resis-
believers need o
ad forewarned his
name's sake (John

“The suggested questions helped bail me out
several times when | was stuck for something
to illustrate where | wanted to go.”

- Steve Llewellyn
Adult Sunday School Teacher

Waukegan First United Methodist, IL . ,
grning is yet to sink

in for the apostles at this point, let alone for the
newer converts. Jesus had told the apostles about
various things that they failed to grasp uniil later,

and prediction of persecution may be among
those. Now they have actually experienced it

Tellingly, Peter and John do not run from per-
secution and hide (contrast Matthew 26:56b,
69-75; John 20:1%; erc.). Bur neither do they just
go right back o preaching and healing, Some-
thing else must come first: reporting to their fel-
low believers all that the chief priests and the elders
had said ta therm, We do not know how many of
the 3,000 new converts of Acts 2:41 are still in
the city ar this time. Many Jewish visitors who
were in the city for Pentecost undoubredly have
deparred for home. Bur the group af believers in
Jerusalem ITF{]]J.‘I[T'}" numbers many more than the
120 of Acts 1:15.

M

Christians seem o have no use for the church, bun

any people roday who consider themselves

such an outlook would be incomprehensible for
the apostles! Afrer being detained overnight and
grilled before the authorities, Peter and John need
interaction with fellow believers. Those two are
not ashamed of what has happened to them, and
it is not necessary or appropriare to kocp ;m}'rlu'ng
hidden from the rest. This is an important facet of
genuine fellowship—the open sharing of experi-
ences, whether good or bad. The result is mutual
encouragement and strengthening of our faith.

What Do You Think?

What are your church’s policies and practices for
sharing various kinds of infarmation? What can
be done to help people and share their issues?

Talking Points for Your Discussion

= Regarding praises

= Regarding challenges being or to be faced

= Other

Il. Prayer
(ACTs 4:24-30)
AL Praising the Creator (v. 24)

24a. When they heard this, they raised their
voices together in prayer to God.

After the group receives the report abour what
has happened to Peter and John, the first reaction
is to pray. They do not first have a brainstorm-
ing session to figure out their next move, They do

T

10
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Discussion
Questions
and Talking
Points are
included in

line with
the text—-no
flipping
to another
resource.

not call in experts to advise them as to how they
should proceed under such circumstances, No,
they turn to God in prayer.

Whether one person leads in this prayer or sev-
eral people voice spontaneous prayer is unknown
and unimportant. What is vital is their unity as
they pray sagether. This unity has its roots in the
fellowship described in Acts 2:42-47.

24b. “Sovereign Lord,” they said, “you made
the heavens and the earth and the sea, and
everything in them.

The prayer does not begin by asking for God's
help. Rather, it begins by acknowledging God's
place in the universe. The imageries in this part
of the prayer are quite familiar to those of Jewish
background (see Exodus 20:11; Psalm 146:6; con-
trast Acts 17:22-26). It is God who has made all
thar is. He is the Creator, and ultimarely the one
in control. No matter whart has happened o Peter
and John—aor is yer to happen 1o any believer—
God is still in control. When facing difficult and
disheartening times, a return 1o that fundamen-
tal truth is vital. God is still on the throne. He has
not relinquished control o the forces opposed 10

his kingdom, nor will he ever do so.

What Do You Think?
How does recognition of God's sovereignty influ-
ence how you pray?
Talking Points for Your Discussion
» Concerning a terminal illness
« Concerning a natural disaster
« Concerning a personal tragedy
« Concerning a national tragedy
« Other

B. Remembering Christ (vv. 25-28)

25a. “You spoke by the Holy Spirit through
the mouth of your servant, our father David:

This half verse introduces Psalm 2:1, 2 to be
part of the prayer. Even though there is no part
of that psalm that names David as its author, the
text before us clearly identifies it as such. David
wrote by inspiration of the Holy Spirit, as Mark
12:36 and Acts 1:16 establish. The mechanics of
the inspiration are not described, but the source is
clear: God. He is the ultimate author of all Scrip-

-2 s

ture. Peter will leave no doubt abour this when he
pens the words of 2 Peter 1:20, 21 many years later,
25b. ““Why do the nations rage
and the peoples plot in vain?
26. The kings of the earth rise up
and the rulers band together
against the Lord
and against his anointed one.’

In the original setting of Psalm 2, the reference
is probably to the enthronement of the king and
the opposition faced from enemies. As the apos-
tles and their fellow believers consider this pas-
sage, they see clear parallels with the actions of
those who set themselves in opposition to Jesus,
the Christ. We note thart the latter part of Psalm
2:2 speaks of actions “against his anointed.” The
Greek word Christ means “ancinted one,” a con-

nection seen iurl]lrr N our next verse.

, . Verbal
e Racive Acaivst Gop #e llustrations

In Seprember 2013, members af a motorcycle help bring each

gang surrounded an SUV in New York (:il}: lesson to life and

brought it to a haly, and started smashing its win-

make it relatable.

dows. Bikers dragged the driver our onto the streer
as his wife and 2-year-old child wartched in hor-
ror, Several assailants were arrested for the attack,
including an undercover detective who was riding
with the gang. This incident of road rage appar-
ently was rouched off by a minor collision between
the SUV and one of the motorcycles; the rage
escalated when a more serious collision occurred
as the nervous SUV driver tried to drive off.
The incident seems e e
has became a feature o

“With real life examples, it gives a bigger
picture of where our lives should go, and

other countries, violen g RN 1 grow in God’s love.”
lim world, deadly attac

schools, and lack of civi
thing is seriously wror
nothing new; we are |
dents because modern technology allows them to
be reported instantly. And if evil people will rage
against their fellow humans, why should they not
rage against God as well?

We cannot control anyone else’s rage, but we
can control our response to it. The first-century
Christians responded by looking to God and

ONSIrarions over econo)

- Cindy Woolston
Sunday School Teacher
First Christian Church, KS

Praying for Boldness
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How to Say It
pronunciation
guides help
with difficult
names and

acknowledging his sovereigney in such situarions.
So can we, —C. RB.

What Do You Think?

What are some ways nations or organizations
attempt to work against God's will today? How
should Christians respond?

Talking Points for Your Discussion

= Regarding opposition to God's will for salvation

= Regarding opposition to God's will for meeting
the basic necessities of life

= Other

27, “Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met
together with the Gentiles and the ]'.u:n]'.llr of
Israel in this city to conspire against your hul:.-'
servant Jesus, whom you ancinted.

The identities of the Lords enemies in Psalm
2:1, 2 are now S-EZK‘:'L'iﬁﬁI. Hr'nm'lﬂrllip;lx, tetrarch
of Galiles and Perea, and Pentius Pilate, Roman
ZOVETNOL OF PrOCUrator of Palestine, had been key
players in the condemnation of Jesus (Luke 23:1-
25). lewas the Romans (the Gentiles), persuaded by
the people af lirael, who had crucified Jesus. To put
an innocent man to death at any time is an atroc-
ity; to have done so to Jesus, the Lord'’s anointed,
borders on the incomprehensible!

But even as this psalm is applied to Jesus, the
believers also see its relevance to their own cir-
cumstances since the same people are in author-
ity. Can Christ’s followers expect 1o be treated any
differently than Christ himself was?

28. “They did what your power and will had
decided beforehand should happen.

HOW TO SAY IT

Elymas  Fl-ih-mass.
Ephesians  Ec-fee-zhunz.
Gentiles  fen-riles.
Herod Antipas  Hair-ud An-rih-pus.
Jerusalem  Juh-ros-suh-lem.
Pentecost  Penr-ih-kost.
Pontius Pilate  Pon-shus (or Pos-tee-us) Pie-lut,
Sanhedrin  Szn-hub-drun or San-feed-run.
Theszalonians  Thes-uh-fo-nee-unz

(¢ as in thin).

The culprits in verse 27 have acted according
to their own free will. Bur when all is said and
done, they act to bring abour whar God in his
forcknowledge and sovercignty had decided befare-
hand should bappen. God had not lost control of
the situation when Jesus was erucified.

Several books popular in the last century pro-
posed that the crucifixion and resurrection of
Jesus were reactions by God to a siruation thar
had spun out of control, the resurrection being
God's attempt 1o make the best of a bad situation.
As we can see in this verse and Acts 2:23, noth-
ing could be further fraom the truth! God is always
in complete control, and the death af his Son was
planned from the beginning. Jesus is indeed the
“Lamb who was slain from the creation of the
word” (Revelation 13:8).

C. Requesting Help (vv. 29, 30)

29, “Now, Lord, consider their threats and
enable your servants Lo s]'.u:alc your word with
great boldness.

Again, it is important to note that the part af
the prayer requesting God's help is not the first
part! Acknowledgement of God's power, author-
ity, foreknowledge, etc., comes first.

Also interesting is what the believers do nor
pray for: they do not pray for future deliverance
fram such persecution. Nor do they pray condem-
nation on those who have attacked Peter and John
so unfairly. Instead, they pray for grear boldness vo
go on speaking God's word. In a way, they pray
that God will help them get right back into the
same kind of situation that Peter and John have
just escaped from!

The word translated foldness occurs a dozen
times in Acts in noun and verb forms, with two of
those dozen in today’s lesson text: here and in verse
31 (Compare other occurrences in Acts 2:29; 4:13;
9:27, 28; 13:46; 14:3; 18:26; 19:8; 26:26; 28:31.)
A majority of the uses in Acts describes Paul’s
preaching. Elsewhere, Paul specifically requests
prayer “that whenever [ speak, words may be given
me so that | will fearlessly make known the mys-
tery of the gospel, for which 1 am an ambassador
in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as 1
should” (Ephesians 6:19, 20).

.13 .
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that are found in the
Adult Resources

Includes references
to the visual aids
for each lesson

The Gospel
Spredds i e

Visual for
Lesson 1

Keep this map posted as you study lessons 1-10 to
give your learners a geographical perspective.

That later request by Paul is very much in har-
maony with the group'’s request that we see in the
text before us. More than anything else in this
first experience of persecution, they ask God two
enable them to continue speaking forthrightly so
that the progress of the gospel will not be slowed
by any fear on their parr.

What Do You Think?

How do we know when we should pray for bold-

ness rather than deliverance and vice versa?

Talking Points for Your Discussion

« Matthew 26:39, 42

« Colossians 4:3

« 2 Thessalonians 3:1, 2

« (Mher

30. “Stretch out your hand to heal and per-
form signs and wonders through the name of
vour holy servant Jesus.”

In addition to the request for boldness, the group
asks God to continue to do whart he is already doing
regarding signs and wonders. These miracles, which
include healing, confirm the message of the gospel
for receptive audiences. The miracles are going o
be done through the nane of your holy seroant Jesus,
the very name the Jewish authorities have just for-
bidden to be preached (Acts 4:18). It is apparent
that the Father and the Son are working together,
which is entirely consistent with the claims of Jesus

in the (:ns]whi [rx.'lmpli:: John 5:19-23).

T

When we consider the numerous healings in
the Gospels and in the book of Acts, we see a
couple of motives for performing these. The first
and most obvious is simple compassion (example:
Martthew 20:34). But in addition to compassion,
Jesus and the apostles also perform miraculous
healings as signs of the authority of the message
they bring. The miraculous display of compassion
opens hearts to accept the truth of the gospel.

lll. Results
(AcTs 4:31)

A. On the Structure (v. 31a)
31a. After they prayed, the place where they

were meeting was shaken.

God responds o the prayer in dramaric and
p:}wa:rrlﬂ ways! The word shaken has both I]gu-
rative and literal applications in the New Testa-

ment: figurative uses indicare people are agitared

or disturbed in some way (compare Acts 17:13
and 2 Thessalonians 2:2), while literal uses imply
a swaying back and forth ni‘ph}'xir::ll structures, as
i“:y earthquake or tremor ([compare Acts 16:26).
The literal is intended here, since the text refers
to the place where the believers are gathered as
being shaken.

The physical shaking is only the introduction 1o
God's response to the prayer, however. The most
i]'l'll"‘l]l."[ﬂn[ I"‘i!l.'[ {JE his ]"L'SFIU]'ISL' COImIes nexr.

i TRANSFORMATIONAL SHAKINGS %

The Ring of Fire is the popular name given to
a horseshoe-shaped voleanic zone of the earth’s
crust. It stretches 25,000 miles from near the tip
of South America, up the Pacific coast of that con-
tinent and North America, across the Aleutian
chain of islands, then down through Japan, the
Philippines, and New Zealand. The Ring of Fire
features over 75 percent of the world's volcanoes.
"The seismic forces that trigger volcanic eruptions
are at work in earthquakes as well. Thus, not sur-
prisingly, 90 percent of all earthquakes (and 80
percent of the most severe ones) strike along the
Ring of Fire.

The city of San Francisco lies on the Ring of
Fire, and the 1906 earthquake that struck that city

Praying for Boldness
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is probably the most famous temblor in American
history. On the other side of the Ring of Fire, the
earthquake thar hit Fukushima, Japan, in 2011
captured worldwide arrention. Both quakes, as do
many others, exhibited transforming power in a
destructive and tragic sense.

The rrembling thar shook the place where the
disciples were gathered was not an impersonal
destructive force of nature—just the opposite!
Accompanied by filling with the Holy Spirit, it
was a personal constructive foree of God. As we
medirate on this account, let us remember thar
future shakings by the hand of God are certain,
but he and his kingdom cannor be shaken by any-
thing (Hebrews 12:25-29). May this realizari

give us courage and boldness today.

B. On Those Gathered (v. 31h)

31b. And t|1|:_',r were all filled with the Hnl_',r
Spirit and .':pnltc the word of God ]:rnlﬂ]_',r.

There are five occasions in the book of Acts
where individuals or groups of people are
described as being filled with the Haly Spirit. The
first such filling (Acts 2:4) is accompanied by the
apostles’ being empowered to preach the gospel
in other tongues (languages). The second (4:8) is
accompanied by Peter’s bold address to the San-
hedrin. The third is the verse before us, as accom-
panied by empowerment to speak the word of God
baldly.

The fourth (Acts 13:9) is in conjunction witch
Paul'’s condemnation of Elymas the sorcerer. The
fifth (13:52) is accompanied by the disciples’ being
b ; yie that 9:17
€ COncerns
a requested

“Attendees are much more engaged in class
discussions and discuss how they are experiencing
the effects of applying the Word in their lives!”

— Mattie Stone-Williams
Ministry Leader for Christian Development
New Life International Family Church, GA

second and
b che same
s unfolding
he church,
and he knows just whart to do abour it. The garh-
ered believers have prayed the right prayer with
the right motives (contrast James 4:3).

The result is that those gathered are and will be
given the boldness they need to continue to carry
out the commission they have received (Marthew

.15 .
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28:19, 205). Holy Spirit—enabled boldness counter-
acts fear.

What Do You Think?

Are there times when boldness in witness would

do more harm than good? Why, or why not?

Talking Points for Your Discussion

=« Esther 4:14

« Ecclesiastes 3:7b

= Amos 5:13

= Other

Conclusion
A. Do We Have Not Because We Ask Not?

The church had a radical lr:inxﬁrrmir]g infu-
ence as it spread over the Roman Empire and
beyond. Boldness was a critical factor in thar
success—boldness that often seems o be lack-
ingin the lwrnly-ﬁrx\l-L'::'nlur}' church. Some may
artempt to excuse lack of baldness by asserting
that the apostles were filled with the Holy Spirit
in a special way. The text indicates, however, that
all who were present were empowered by the Spirit
to speak with boldness. That empowerment for
boldness followed from asking for boldness.

Reflect for a moment on all the prayer requests
you hear expressed each week at church, When
was the last time you heard a prayer request for
boldness?

B. Prayer

Dear Lord, help us put boldness at the very top
of our prayer requests! May we ask for this daily
and with right motives. In the name of Jesus, for
whom we are to be bold, amen.

C. T]'lnughl'. to Remember

God still grancs boldness.

VISUALS FoR THESE LESSONS

The visual pictured in each lesson (example: page

14) is a small reproduction of a large, full-color
poster included in the Adult Resources packet for
the Fall Quarter. That packet also contains the very
useful Presentation Tools CD for teacher use, Order
Ma. 020018215 from your supplier.
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The
conclusion
gives a
summary of

the lesson,
suggested
prayer, and
reinforces
the lesson’s

central theme.

Involvement
Learning offers
class activity

ideas to engage

students in the

INVOLVEMENT LEARNING jesson.

Enbance your lesson with NIV" Bible Student (from your eurriculum supplier) and the reproducible activity
page (at www.standardleson.com or in the back of the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary Deluxe Edition).

Into the Lesson

Distribure index cards on which you have
printed the ﬂr”uwing situations, one situation per
card: (1} a promaortion at work; (2} a serious health
prablem; (3} an amazing answer to prayer; (4) los-
ing your waller or billfold. Duplicate cards as nec-
essary so each learner has one. Ask for volunteers
who have situation one to say whom they would
first share the news with and why. Repear for the
other three situations. Keep this moving rapidly;
don't let it drag our.

Make a transition by saying, “Whether good
news or bad, we usually want to share informa-
tion right away. The same was true with the apos-
tles Peter and John when they were persecuted
for preaching abour Jesus. They had friends they
wanted to tell! Let’s find out who and why.”

Into the Word

Form learners into three groups; hand each
group one of the following assignments. Give these
instructions to all groups: “You will be conduct-
ing an interview with one of the characters from
today’s lesson and its background. Select one person
to conduct the interview and another to be inter-
viewed as you work through the assigned passage.”

Group 1 Interview of Annas, the high priest.
Read Acts 4:1-22 and pose these questions to be
answered: 1. “What was it about Peter and John
that so disturbed you?” 2. "When you questioned
those twao, how did Peter respond?” 3. "Whar was
it abour rthose two men thar astonished you and
your colleagues?” 4. "When you commanded
them to stop preaching in the name of Jesus, how
did they react?”

Graup 2: Interview af fohn. Read Acts 4:18-31
and pose these questions 1o be answered: 1. "When
the Jewish leaders commanded you and Peter to
stop preaching in the name of Jesus, why did you
refuse?” 2. “What was the first thing the two of you

did when they released you, and whar was the reac-

s 16 =

tion” 3. "Why did you ask God for boldness when
it seems that you already demonstrated plency of
that rrait?” 4. "W har happened then?”

Crroup 3: Tntervien .r.lf & Christian at the prayer
meeting. Read Acts 4:23-31 and pose these ques-
tions to be answered: 1. *When you heard Perer
and John’s report, why did you and the others
decide to pray rather than, say, have a strategy ses-
sion on what to do next?” 2. "Why did the trear-
ment of Peter and John make you and the others
think of Psalm 2:1, 23" 3. “Why did you conclude
that the actions of Herod and Pilate were part of
God's plan?” 4. "How did the dramaric event at
the end of the prayer time affect you personally?”

Allow five to eight minutes for groups to pre-
pare their interviews; then ask the groups in turn
to conduct them for the whole class.

Into Life

Begin a discussion by stating, “When Peter and
John prayed with their fellow Christians, there
were other things they could have asked God
to do, but they didn’t. What might these have
included?” (Pessible responses: they didn't pray for
deliverance from future persecution; they didn't
pray against the Jewish leaders; they didn't ask for
wisdom or strength.)

Then ask, “Whart two specific things did they
ask God to grant?” (Expecred responses: boldness
when speaking and further “signs and wonders”
in Jesus” name.) Then observe: “In fact, they were
asking for more of the same things that got them
in trouble with the Jewish leaders in the first
place! How can this serve as an example of how
we should pray”

Alrernative. Distribure copies of the “Parts of
the Prayer” and “Improving Your Prayers” activ-
ities from the reproducible page, which you can
download. Have learners complete as indicated.
Encourage use af the resulting prayers in devo-

tional times in the week ahead.

Praying for Boldness
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Resources for Teachers
at StandardLesson.com

Become a member of StandardLesson.com and get access
to additional weekly lesson preparation resources. Free and
Paid memberships available.

With your FREE membership:

¢ In the World—Help your students see the relevance of
this week’s lesson to life today. In the World connects
each lesson with a related current news story. Use In
the World to introduce or to wrap up your lesson.

¢ Reproducible Student Activity Pages—These
pages engage your students in the Involvement
Learning plan suggested on the final page of each
lesson. One page is available for every lesson
throughout the year! (These pages are also available
in print with the Standard Lesson Commentary
Deluxe Editions and digitally on the Adult

Resources CD.) SIGN “P Tnnnv

¢ \Weekly teacher tips to help you present the current StandardLesson.com/members
lesson with variety and creativity. :

¢ An archive of our helpful Classroom Tips articles.

Standard Lesson Monthly newsletter

Get these great features emailed to you each month
in our information-packed newsletter:

e Our monthly Classroom Tips article to help you
become a more effective teacher

¢ A new money-saving special offer each month

“l use the In the World each week as an introduction to

the lesson and this helps our adults apply the Scripture to

today’s events. They love it!”

- Dr. Lou Ann Hartley
Volunteer
Dunbar First Baptist, WV
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REPRODUCIBLE
STUDENT
ACTIVITY PAGES

Now AVAILABLE
IN ESve

Adult Resources Pack

Add visual appeal to your lessons! The Adult
Resources pack provides 12 full-color posters,
including a map and/or chart for the quarter, plus
a variety of colorful images to engage the visual
learners in every class.

¢ The pack also provides a Presentation Tools
CD that includes:

— Digital images of all the printed posters
— A PowerPoint® presentation for each lesson

— A reproducible student activity page—
available in KUV, NIV®, and ESV®—for
each lesson

Price: $16.49

“] study with a group of people on Wednesday nights. We all are
from different churches and with the Standard Lesson Quarterly

we still remain together in unity in the Word of God.”

- E. Bonnie Deamon
Bible Study Participant
Chicago, IL

The Essential Book of Teacher Tips

The Essential Book of Teacher Tips will prepare
teachers and leaders of adult Sunday school
lessons to lead engaging discussions, relate to
various learning styles, and know when to use
lecture—and how to keep it fresh. Features

52 informative articles with over 150 ideas for
effective lesson presentations.

Price: $12.99

Resources for Students

Take-Home Magazine
Seek®

Price: $18.49

Bible Student books

Your class can participate in a deep study of E\-] \
God’s Word with:
— Printed Bible text for each lesson

— Condensed commentary on the text that is
consistent with the teacher book

— Learning activities that coincide with the
lessons

— A dalily Bible reading plan
— Special feature articles that relate to the
topic of discussion
Available in the NIV® or KJV.
Price: $4.25
Large Print Price: $5.25

Each issue of this 8-page magazine features
inspirational articles, references to the Bible text, a
daily Bible reading plan, and a devotion related to
the lesson. An order of Seek provides 5 complete
sets for all 13 lessons in the quarter.
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Devotions®

e LEAIOR Encourage daily reflection on the theme and meaning
of each Sunday’s lesson with practical devotional
thoughts that will challenge personal growth in Christ.

Correlated to each Sunday’s lesson, this devotional
contains:
e A Scripture reference for the day’s Bible reading
e Scripture verses for memorization
e Song suggestions to assist in praise and worship
¢ [nspiring, thought-provoking meditations
¢ Prayer thoughts to focus the heart and mind on
communication with God

Price: $4.25
Large Print Price: $5.25

TEACHER TIP

When preparing for lessons, using the daily readings in the Devotions® book throughout
the week can help you better understand the full context of Sunday’s lesson. The
readings highlight Scripture related to the lesson.

20
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Equip Your Volunteers

For over 100 years Training for Service has equipped volunteers with this basic course and
certification for Bible teaching. This 26-lesson Bible survey elective provides well-rounded
Bible knowledge and motivates students to commit to Christian service.

The Training for Service Leader Guide includes:
e The full text of the Student Guide
¢ Step-by-step lesson plans
¢ Class activities and reproducible worksheets

“l have found Training for Service to be
an extremely great product for training

¢ Reproducible final exam purposes. | would recommend this manual
* Reproducible course-completion certificate ::; fn";x%':‘:y?,es'""g LGS CUUCIN A St 3
The Training for Service Student Guide includes:
¢ 26 lessons that survey the Bible ¢ Maps
¢ Questions at the end of each lesson ¢ Charts
¢ Pronunciation guide ¢ Diagrams
Training for Service -1 Training for Service
Leader Guide st Student Guide
Price: $15.99 Price: $10.99
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TRY A FREE Standard LESSON"
SAMPLE STUDY BIBLE

StandardlLesson.com

With study notes derived from 60 years of the best-selling Standard Lesson
Commentary, this Bible is the perfect complement to enhance your study of Scripture.
Whether you’re in Sunday school, with a small group, or doing your own personal
study—this Bible will help you discover, reflect on, and discuss Scripture in a new and
powerful way.
What you’ll find:
e Study notes from the best of e Introductions to each book in the
60 years of Standard Lesson Bible
Commentary e |llustrated time line of Bible events
e Cross-references to other relevant e Pronunciation Guide to help

passages pronounce those
e Discussion questions with “talking hard-to-say names and places

points” for deeper understanding e Concordance of key words
¢ |In-text maps showing the world of throughout the Bible

the Bible e Fasy-to-read font
* Harmony of the Gospels * Daily Bible reading plan

= E
NIV® Standard Lesson™ Study Bible = :E
DuoTone = 1 =
Price: $59.99 = - —
7 ~ “Great reference Bible. Love the side-by-side commentary. | also
NIV® Standard Lesson™ Study Bible : ~like the explanations and background information provided.”

Hardcover e 1 -Ramona Kellam
Price: $49.99 '. Sunday School Teacher
New Liberty Baptist Church, TX

KJV Standard Lesson™ Study Bible
DuoTone

Price: $59.99

KJV Standard Lesson™ Study Bible
Hardcover

Price: $49.99
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