


It is “His story” describing the rise 
and fall of nations and individuals 
as they respond to God’s truth.

History is the written record 
of mankind.  It is the story of what 
man has done with the time God has 
given him from creation through the 
present.

God has given the earth to man 
for a home.  Geography is the study 
of the surface of the earth.  Geogra-
phy helps us to understand history 
because it tells us about the places 
where history has happened.
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Planting a Colony
The year was 1585, and the English people 

were ready to begin a very difficult task.  
They were going to plant a colony in the 
wilderness, a wild, empty land that has not 
been settled.  America was that wilderness.  
Of course there were many Native Ameri-
cans living in America.  Some stayed in one 
area and farmed while many others traveled 
from place to place.  But for the most part, 
America was still a wilderness—a wild, un-
settled land.

England and the Bible
Nearly one hundred years had passed 

since 1497, when John Cabot claimed North 
America for England.  By this time, an 
important change had taken place in Eng-
land—all the people in England were free 
to read the Bible for themselves.  This free-
dom had an important effect on the kind of 
people who came to America from England 
and the kind of government they set up.

The Lost Colony
Queen Elizabeth I was the powerful 

ruler of England in 1585.  She was proud of 
England and wanted all Englishmen to be 
proud, too.  A successful English colony in 
the New World would boost her people’s 
pride.

The Pilgrims were the most famous group 
of English settlers to come to America.

Walter Raleigh [rôÆl™] was a good friend 
of the queen.  When he asked for permission 
to begin a colony, Queen Elizabeth gave it to 
him without hesitation.  But the queen told 
him that he himself could not go to Ameri-
ca—he had to choose someone else to go!

How strange it seems that the man who 
was to plan the first English colony in 
America never went to America himself!  
The queen had very good reasons.  Eng-
land was having trouble with Spain.  If a 
war broke out, she knew she could trust 
Raleigh’s judgment to help England.

Raleigh sent two sea captains to find 
a good place in America for an English 
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A Christian perspective is the 
thread that connects the past with 
the present, causing history to 
“make sense” for students and 
teachers alike.

Grade 4

“The A Beka Book history 
series is absolutely wonderful!  
It is refreshing to study history 
from a Christian perspective.”
 Parent



The Burning of Washington, D.C.

President Madison and his cabinet hastily 
gathered as many government documents as 
they could and fled the city.  British officers 
entered the White House in time to enjoy a 
warm meal prepared for Madison and his 
wife.  Partly to retaliate for the destruction 
of British government buildings at York 
(Toronto) by American raiders and partly to 
crush American morale, the British set fire to 
the public buildings in Washington.  Brit-
ish General Ross personally supervised the 
stacking of the White House furniture so as 
to make a good bonfire.  Having completed 
their task of destruction, the British aban-
doned Washington.

Next, the British fleet sailed up the 
Chesapeake to attack Baltimore, where they 
met fierce resistance.  When the fleet failed 
to destroy Fort McHenry, a strategic fort 
which guarded the entrance to Baltimore’s 
harbor, the British finally gave up and left 
Chesapeake Bay.

Dolly Madison served as 
the White House hostess for 
16 years.  Of Quaker descent, 
Dolly married a Quaker law-

yer in 1790 but was widowed 
in 1793.  In 1794, she married 

James Madison.  When Madison 
became secretary of state under Thomas 
Jefferson, Dolly assumed responsibilities as 
White House hostess for Jefferson, whose wife 
had died before America had won its inde-
pendence.  She continued her duties as First 
Lady throughout Jefferson’s administration 
and then through her husband’s two terms as 

Dolly Madison (1768 –1849)

President.  She was a popular and charming 
hostess known for her ability to make White 
House socials enjoyable.

Dolly Madison is also remembered for her 
valuable service to her country in a time of cri-
sis.  In August 1814, as British forces marched 
on Washington, Dolly carefully packed im-
portant American documents into trunks that 
could be carried to safety.  At the last moment, 
she ordered a portrait of George Washington 
to be taken from its frame and packed with 
the state papers.  She then fled the capital, 
saving her precious cargo from the merciless 
fires of the British.

“The Star-Spangled Banner”
With President Madison’s permission, 

Francis Scott Key (1779–1843), a promi-
nent Washington lawyer, went to Baltimore 
to rescue a friend captured at Washington.  
On September 13, 1814, Key boarded a 
prisoner exchange ship to negotiate his 
friend’s release.  While on board, he was 
detained while the British bombarded Fort 
McHenry.  Francis Scott Key watched the 
battle anxiously.  By the last light of day, he 
could see that the American flag still flew 
proudly over Fort McHenry.  Throughout 
the night, he could tell by “the rockets’ red 
glare,” and “the bombs bursting in air” that 
the Americans still held the fort.  Then, the 
first light of the new day revealed that the 
flag was still flying.  The sight of the waving 
flag prompted Key to pull an old letter from 
his pocket and scratch the words to “The 
Star-Spangled Banner.”  The poem was set 
to music, and, in 1931, it officially became 
America’s national anthem.

Fort McHenry in Baltimore 
Harbor (Maryland)

The War of 1812     143
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Grade 1

A Beka Book presents U.S. history 
from a conservative Christian perspective 
so the students have a deeper understand-
ing of our nation’s history.  Patriotism and 
positive, conservative views from the past 
are presented.

Grade 11

“I have been a faithful user 
of your excellent books.  I am 
preparing to teach a course 
on the U.S. Constitution and 
feel A Beka Book is hard 
to beat.” Teacher

“Your history books are  
exceptional!  They made me 
so proud to be an American, 
and my daughter has grown to 
appreciate our early American 
leaders.” Parent
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A Beka Book emphasizes people behind the events 
of history.  Some are pilgrims, some are preachers, some 
patriots, and some presidents.  All make the chronologi-
cal narrative story of history sequential and connected.  
These people give students positive role models.

Grade 2

Grade 8

“Your material is second to 
none in quality, research, 
technique, and service.”

 Teacher
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Creation

The Beginning of the World
World history is a story: it had a begin-

ning, and it will have an end.  What we believe 
about the beginning affects how we under-
stand history.  The patterns we see, the lessons 
we learn, the estimates we make of the good-
ness or badness of men and situations—these 
things and more depend upon our beliefs 
about the beginning.

Genesis, the first book of the Bible, is the 
most reliable source for what we need to know 
about the beginning of world history.  If you 
have read it, you have already begun to study 
history.  The word Genesis means “beginning” 
or “origin.”  The book of Genesis tells us that 
“in the beginning God created the heaven and 
the earth,” including the universe and man.

The Beginning of Man
Adam, whose name means “man,” and 

Eve, whose name means “mother of all,” were 
the last creations of God.  In order of impor-
tance, however, they were first.  God had made 
everything else—even the sun, moon, and 
stars—within view of man’s habitation on earth.

Man is special to God because he alone was 
created in the image of God.  Man is definitely 
not God or “a god.”  Man is man.  But man 
possesses some characteristics similar to God’s 
that permit fellowship with God.  Man’s 
special characteristics include: (1) language 
and thought, (2) awareness of the difference 
between right and wrong, and (3) freedom to 
make choices.

We must never forget man’s special char-
acteristics in our study of world history.  No 
plant or animal possesses these characteris-
tics.  We can have a kind of relationship with 
one another that no other creatures can share.  
Most important, we can relate to God in a way 
that no other part of creation can.  

Our freedom to make choices is also 
important.  Men are responsible for what they 
have done in history.  How we choose to use 
language and thought and how we choose 
between right and wrong make “all the differ-
ence in the world.”

The first human beings were highly intel-
ligent.  Adam, for example, classified all the 
varieties of animals, giving each kind a name.  
He knew language well; it was he who named 
his wife so appropriately as the mother of all.  
Of course, the pair could have learned much 
more.  Because of their direct and frequent 
fellowship with God, what God might have 
chosen to reveal to them about the workings of 
the universe can only be imagined.

 Creation  Flood
 Fall of Man  Dispersion
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     ? 4000 B.C. 3000 2000

Tower of Babel—
Dispersion of mankind

2300 Flood

Approximate dates based on Ussher’s chronology

Creation

In the beginning God 
created the heaven  

and the earth. 
                                     Gen. 1:1

The Beginning
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•	Asia	is	the	world’s	largest	continent.

•	The	country	of	Tibet	(now	part	of	China)	is	
known	as	“The	Roof	of	the	World”	because	
it	contains	the	world’s	tallest	mountains,	
including	Mt.	Everest.

•	Houses	and	other	buildings	in	the	ancient	
city	of	Petra,	in	Jordan,	were	carved	into	
rocky	cliffs.		Because	many	of	the	cliffs	are	
red,	Petra	was	known	as	the	“rose-red	city.”

•	Lake	Baikal	in	Russia,	more	than	a	mile		
deep	at	its	deepest	point,	is	the	deepest		
lake	in	the	world.		During	the	winter	when	
the	lake	is	frozen,	cars	can	drive	over	it.

•	At	a	traditional	“floating	market”	in	Thailand,	
merchants	sell	their	goods	from	small	boats.

Asia

2.1  The Land of Beginnings
Like	all	good	stories,	history	has	a	be-

ginning,	middle,	and	end.		What	we	learn	
about	the	beginning	of	history	helps	us	to	
understand	why	the	middle	of	history	is	the	
way	it	is	and	what	the	end	of	history	will	be.

To	begin	history’s	story,	we	must	go	
back	in	time	to	the	creation	of	man	in	
the	Garden of Eden.		We	must	go	to	a	
long,	curved	strip	of	land	in	Asia	known	
for	its	rich	soil	and	historic	past.		The	
combination	of	its	fertile soil	and	its	
crescent shape	(like	a	moon)	gave	the	
area	its	name—the	Fertile Crescent.		Be-

cause	earth’s	earliest	people	lived	in	the	
Fertile	Crescent,	it	is	often	called	the	
“Cradle	of	Civilization.”

The Two Rivers
Two	rivers	in	the	Fertile	Crescent	

have	been	known	to	man	from	the	earli-
est	pages	of	history.		They	are	the	Tigris	
[t£Ægrˆs]	and	the	Euphrates	[yº¶fr¡Æt™z].		
These	rivers	begin	high	in	the	mountains	
of	modern	Turkey	and	Armenia,	where	
melting	snows	flow	down	in	streams.

The	name	“Tigris”	means	“arrow.”		
This	river	runs	a	straight	course	just	as	
an	arrow	does	when	it	is	shot	from	a	bow.		
“Euphrates”	means	“that	which	makes	
fruitful.”		This	winding	river	brings	much	
water	to	the	thirsty	land	around	it.		

As	the	rivers	flow	down	the	
mountains	to	the	south,	they	pick	

Euphrates River near the border 
between Syria and Iraq
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Pictures, photographs, and 
paintings enhance the study of 
each A Beka Book history text.  
Hundreds of full-color pictures 
and many original print illustra-
tions are contained in each book, 
so students understand the event, 
person, or area at that time.

Grade 7

Grade 5
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10ACapital: Atlanta

Geographic highlights:

Known for:

Georgia
The Peach State

Many symbols of the deep South—cotton fields, 
magnolia trees, Spanish moss, grand plantation 

manors—can still be seen in Georgia today.  Although 
agriculture remains an important part of the Georgian 
economy, manufacturing has taken the lead among the 
state’s many industries.  Textiles are Georgia’s most 
important product.  Georgia is a leading producer of 
lumber, paper products, poultry, peaches, and shrimp.  It 
produces more peanuts and granite than any other state.  
Tourists may hike the forested Blue Ridge Mountains, 
go white-water rafting on the Oconee River, or enjoy 
the resorts and beaches of the Georgian coast.  They 
may also tour museums and historic homes, towns, and 
battlefields.  The streets of old Atlanta are preserved in 
an underground shopping mall known as “Underground 
Atlanta.”  At Stone Mountain, tourists can see the 
figures of Confederate leaders carved in solid rock. 

Bird: 
Brown thrasher

Tree: 
Live 
oak

Flower: 
Cherokee rose

Largest City:
 Atlanta

Other Cities:
•	Augusta
•	Columbus
•	Savannah
•	Macon

Major Rivers:
•	Savannah
•	Ogeechee
•	Altamaha
•	St.	Marys
•	Chattahoochee
•	Flint

Major Lakes:
•	Sidney	Lanier
•	J.	Strom	Thurmond
  (Clarks Hill)
•	Hartwell	
•	Sinclair
•	Seminole

Major Mountains:
•	Blue	Ridge	(part	of	the	

Appalachian Mts.)

man-
made

•	red	clay
•	Eli	Whitney	(cotton	gin)
•	Okefenokee	Swamp
•	Masters	Golf 

Tournament

•	General	Sherman’s	
burning of Atlanta

•	James	Oglethorpe
•	Gone with the Wind 

(novel)

•	historic	Savannah
•	Callaway	Gardens
•	Jimmy	Carter	 

(39th President)
•	Jekyll	Island

Abbreviations: Ga., GA
Admission Date: 1788
Order of Admission: 4
Motto:	 “Wisdom,	Justice, 

and Moderation”
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The Rise of Ancient Greece

The rugged and mountainous Balkan 
Peninsula extends into the Mediterranean 
Sea from southeastern Europe.  On the 
east side are the Black Sea and the Aegean 
[ˆ¶j™Æèn] Sea, and on the west is the Ionian 
Sea.  Ancient Greece occupied the southern 
portion of this peninsula and included many 
of the nearby islands.  The Gulf of Corinth, 
which nearly divides mainland Greece in 
two, lies between the two prominent regions 
of ancient Greece—Attica and the Pelopon-
nesus [p´læè¶pè¶n™Æsès].

1

1
The Aegean Civilization

The earliest cultures of Europe developed 
along the shores and on the islands of the 
Aegean Sea and are known as the Aegean 

HigHligHts

	 •	 Rise	of	Ancient	Greece
	 •	 Politics	of	Ancient	Greece
	 •	 A	New	World	Empire
	 •	 Greek	Culture

The ancient Greeks excelled in poetry, politics, 
and philosophy and aspired to greatness in 
the arts, but they desired to exceed man’s 
limits and fell into the trap of humanism.  

“Professing themselves to be wise,  
they became fools” 

                                            —romans 1:22

Greece:7 Home of Beauty
c. 2000–30 B.C.
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Physical and political geography is an 
important part of each history text in A Beka 
Book.  Geography gives students a setting for 
the events of the past and the present.

Grade 2

Grade 10

A Beka Book has many helpful books 
and visuals that stress the importance 
of geography in an enjoyable and informa-
tive way.

World History 
Maps Gr. 7

Gr. 7, 10

Gr. 8, 11

Gr. 9

Flashcards and Teaching Aids

Gr. 4–8

Eastern Hemisphere 
Cards  Gr. 5–8

Transparencies

World  
History

World  
Geography

U.S.  
History
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plot, Dr. Samuel Prescott became the third 
member of their party.  To wake and warn 
the colonists, they shouted, “The British are 
coming!”  The minutemen jumped out of 
their beds and prepared to fight.

The Shot Heard ’round the World
When the British soldiers reached Lex-

ington, a group of minutemen was waiting 
for them on the town green.  Suddenly, the 
sound of a gunshot shattered the silence 
at Lexington.  No one knows who fired the 
first shot, but it started the American War 
for Independence and signaled the birth of 
American freedom.  From this shot would 
come a struggle for liberty that the whole 
world would watch with interest as a new 
country would be born.  Because that one 
shot changed history, it has come to be 
called the “shot heard ’round the world.”

After that first battle at Lexington, the 
British marched to Concord, where they 
found minutemen ready for battle.  When 
the struggle had ended, the patriots had 
forced the British to retreat with severe 
losses.  They could not even take the colo-
nists’ stores of ammunition because the 
minutemen had removed most of the sup-
ply already.  With the battles of Lexington 
and Concord, the war had begun, but the 

purpose of the war was still unclear.  Were 
the colonists going to fight for their rights as 
British subjects, or were they going to fight 
for their independence?

Battle at Lexington Paul Revere rode through the 
night to warn the minutemen 
that the British were coming. 

Identify
 1. the law requiring most printed materi-

als to have a stamp or seal affixed to 
them proving that the purchasers had 
paid a special tax for the documents

 2. the skirmish between a group of 
Bostonians and some British soldiers 
which resulted in the deaths of five of 
the colonists

 3. the incident in which a band of colo-
nists dressed like Mohawk Indians 
dumped tea into Boston Harbor in 
protest to Britain’s tax on tea

 4. the meeting of colonists in Philadel-
phia to request that Britain respect 
their rights as Englishmen

 5. the battle location where the first 
shot in the American War for Inde-
pendence was fired

Think
 6. Why did the colonists feel that the 

taxes imposed by Great Britain were 
unjust?

Comprehension Check 8B
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Time Line of Important Dates

Important Words
surveyor—one who measures land and 

draws maps
surrender—to give up or lose to an  

enemy
representative—a person who speaks  

or acts for others

Important Names
George Washington—the first com-

mander in chief of the American army, 
the president of the meeting in which 
the United States Constitution was 
written, and the first President of the 
United States

French and Indian War—the war in 
which the English won the right to the 
American western frontier land

Declaration of Independence—the 
name of the paper written by Thomas 
Jefferson, which stated that Americans 
were free from the rule of the king of 
England

  George  
Washington

          1732–1799
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George Washington 
elected President

1860
Abraham 
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President

1861–1865
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World War I
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World War II

George  
Washington
1732–1799

The Dream of Young George 
Washington

To be a sailor in the British Royal 
Navy was a dream of the young George 
Washington.  “Imagine me—Admiral  
Washington of the British Royal 
Navy!” he told his mother.

But his mother did not agree.  She 
had heard stories of the rough life of 
sailors.  She did not want that kind of 
life for her son. 

“Besides, George,” she had said, 
“you are only fourteen years old.  You 
are too young to leave your family.”

Mrs. Washington saw the disap-
pointment on her son’s face.  “If your 

7

A Beka Book history texts are orga-
nized for teachers and practical for 
students.  Time lines, comprehension 
checks, and chapter reviews support 
the narrative-style writing.  Vocabulary 
development, review, and reinforce-
ment are only a few of the practical 
features of our texts.

Time
lines

Comprehension check

Grade 6

Vocabulary
development

Grade 3

Teacher Editions and 
Curriculums are avail-
able to help the teacher.



 Grade     Student Materials        Support Materials
 1 My America and My World (9 wks.) My America and My World Teacher Edition

 2 Our America (9 wks.) Our America Teacher Edition

 3 Our American Heritage (18 wks.) Our American Heritage Teacher Edition
   Student Quiz and Test Book  Teacher Quiz/Test Key
   Student Map Skills Book  Teacher Map Key

 4 The History of Our U.S. (34 wks.) The History of Our U.S. Teacher Edition
   Student Quiz and Test Book  Teacher Quiz/Test Key
   Student Geography/Maps/Review Book  Teacher Geography/Maps/Reviews Key
   My State Notebook Curriculum Lesson Plans
    Geography Teaching Maps 

 5 Old World History and Geography (34 wks.) Old World History and Geography Teacher Edition
   Student Test Book  Teacher Test Key
   Student Quiz Book  Teacher Quiz Key
   Student Maps and Activities Book  Teacher Maps/Activities Key
    Curriculum Lesson Plans
    Geography Review Maps A
    Eastern Hemisphere Map Skill Cards

 6 New World History and Geography (34 wks.) New World History and Geography Teacher Edition
   Student Test Book  Teacher Test Key
   Student Quiz Book  Teacher Quiz Key
   Student Maps and Activities Book  Teacher Maps/Activities Key
   Geography Bowl Quiz Team Book Curriculum Lesson Plans
    Geography Review Maps B 
    Nifty Fifty State and Capital Flashcards
    Western Hemisphere Map Skills Cards

 7 History of the World (34 wks.) History of the World Teacher Edition
   Student Test Book  Teacher Test Key
   Student Quiz Book  Teacher Quiz Key
   World Atlas and Geography Studies  Teacher World Atlas/Geography Studies Key
        of the Eastern Hemisphere Curriculum Lesson Plans
    World History Maps
    World History Teaching Transparencies 
    Eastern Hemisphere Map Skill Cards

 8 America:  Land I Love (34 wks.) America:  Land I Love Teacher Edition
   Student Test Book  Teacher Test Key
   Student Quiz Book  Teacher Quiz Key
   Geography Studies of Western Hemisphere  Teacher Geography Studies/Projects Key
   Civics Activity Book Curriculum Lesson Plans
    U.S. History / Geography Teaching Transparencies

9–12 World Geography in Christian Perspective Teacher Editions
  World History and Cultures in Christian Perspective Student Tests and Keys
  Heritage of Freedom Student Quizzes and Keys
  American Government Teaching Transparencies
  Economics: Work and Prosperity (See A Beka Book order form for complete listing.)
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